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Happy New Year to all our Bexar County Master Gardeners!
I am very excited and happy about our new year as an organization with a very new Board. I
feel sure we will take on the task with the enthusiasm and dedication we have shown as
Master Gardeners.
Every time I go to an event I see the passion and knowledge our participants display as well
as professionalism. I am very happy to serve as President for such an elite group this year. As
I mentioned at the December meeting, this will be a transparent organization from this point
forward. The webpage will be the mechanism so be sure you look at the Members page, where
the Board minutes and Treasurers Report will be located. We have had some changes to our
volunteer opportunities, and with this, some discouragement. That said, we are working on
some new opportunities with the San Antonio Botanical Garden that will be branded “Master
Gardener” and this will be announced soon!
I also plan to have a brief business meeting at the general meeting with agenda and upcoming
volunteer opportunities. But initially, remember we Rodeo San Antonio!
I look forward to meeting you all and if you’d like to give me input or have a good speaker,
you can call or email me. I am from the class of 60 so I am very new.
We are highly-trained volunteers working with the Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension to provide
Bexar County residents with information on environmentally responsible gardening and
landscaping. Thanks for your continued membership in our organization and for supporting
our mission as Master Gardeners.
Many thanks to all of your for over 20,000 volunteer hours this year.
Sincerely,
Grace Emery, President
Bexar County Master Gardeners
210-875-6919
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BCMG RODEO KICK-OFF -- LET’S RODEO, FOLKS!!!
When:

Thursday, January 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Where:

BCMG, 3355 Cherry Ridge, San Antonio, TX 78230

Info:

1.5 CEUs. CEU Code: 003. Free. 6:00 pm Social Time; 6:30 pm. Special Presentation.
Bring your favorite Chili or Cornbread to share as we prepare for the 2018 San Antonio
Stock Show & Rodeo.
Volunteer sign up! Construction & Landscaping, Plant Sales, Watering, School Tours,
Clickers Van Drivers…..
!!Bring Rodeo Release & Indemnification Form (2-sided) - link to form on BCMG
website: http://www.bexarmg.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Release-andIndemnification-Agreement-Buckaroo-Farms.pdf

Speaker:

Mark Hansen, San Antonio Livestock Exposition

Mark Hansen is from San Antonio, TX. He attended Floresville High School where he learned about working
hard and country living. Mark then studied Communications at Texas State University.
After graduating from Texas State in 2009, Mark spent 5 years travelling the country as a Promotional Tour
Manager. He worked with different marketing companies based out of Chicago and New York. While on the
road he represented brands such as LEGO, Play Station, the US Air Guard, and several non-profits.
In 2014, Mark took a break from traveling and worked with a local beer distributor representing Modelo Especial
and Corona. It was during this time that Mark fell back in love with San Antonio. After enjoying all the city had
to offer, he still hit the road one more time in 2015 to represent Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs.
While traveling led to many adventures, Mark learned that San Antonio was where he wanted to be. He needed
to find something crazy, fun, and close to his family. That (and more) is exactly what Mark found when he
joined the SALE family as Grounds Attractions Manager in December 2015.
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Hello, Fellow Master Gardeners, and Happy 2018!
I hope you have all been enjoying the holidays and the cooler temperatures. I thought I would
begin the new year with a water conservation refresher quiz from aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu.
This is a fun way to remind us the importance of water conservation and how even small
changes can make a big difference. As Master Gardeners we need to help educate our
communities about conservation and this test is a neat way to remind ourselves and our friends
and neighbors. Give it a try and share it with someone you think would enjoy it. The answers
are listed at the end.

Conservationally Yours,
Anna Vogler
Water Conservation Coordinator
WATER CONSERVATION QUIZ
1. Of the tremendous amounts of water applied to lawns and gardens, the greatest waste comes
from _________________.

a. Applying too much too often
b. Runoff
c. Evaporation
d. Leaks
2. Creating a water-efficient landscape begins with a ______________.
a. Collection of drought tolerant plants
b. Water conserving soil amendments
c. Landscape design
d. None of the above
3. _____________ increases the soil's ability to absorb and store water in a form available to the
planet.
a. Sand
b. Top soil
c. Clay
d. Organic matter
4. Earth-Kind Water Management incorporates _____ basic principles that conserve water and help
protect the environment.
a. 1
b. 3
c. 5
d. 7
5. Combining Texas natives with ________, is a key to a beautiful, interesting landscape which
conserves water.
a. well-adapted non-native plants
b. cacti
c. exotic plants
d. all of the above
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6. A well-designed landscape can decrease maintenance by as much as 50 percent through
_________.
a. reduced mowing
b. once-a-year mulching
c. elimination of unadapted plants
d. all of the above
7. Generally speaking, _________ require(s) more frequent watering and maintenance than most
other landscape plants.
a. trees
b. turfgrass
c. shrubs
d. annual color
8. The key to watering lawns is to apply water _____________ to create a deep, well-rooted lawn.
a. frequently, yet thoroughly
b. infrequently, yet thoroughly
c. frequently, yet efficiently
d. none of the above
9. A properly adjusted sprinkler head sprays _______ of water.
a. a mist
b. large droplets
c. small droplets
d. a stream
10. ________ irrigation also allows safer use of "salty water" in the landscape and garden.
a. Sprinkler
b. Overhead
c. Regular
d. None of the above
11. In many urban areas of Texas between ______ percent of the water supply is used for
landscape irrigation.
a. 10-20
b. 30-40
c. 40-60
d. 60-75
12. At the first sign of wilting, you have _______ hours to water turf grass before serious injury
occurs.
a. 10-12
b. 12-24
c. 24-48
d. 48-72
13. A good mulch _________________________.

a. reduces weed populations
b. prevents soil compaction
c. keeps soil temperatures more moderate
d. does all of the above
Answers:
1. a 2. c 3. d 4. d 5. a 6. d 7. b 8. b 9. b 10. d 11. c 12. c 13. d
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Lynn Cox

Arriving as a transfer less than two years ago, Lynn Cox has already distinguished herself as a committed
BCMG volunteer. Lynn began working to improve BCMG education by working on our BCMG Speakers Bureau
presentation library. She has helped standardize presentation resources to include 10 PowerPoint
presentations as well as 2 master templates to include water conservation practices, standardized logos from
both AgriLife & BCMG, and to include basic BCMG background and history. Lynn also organized these
presentations in a format that could be accessed by all BCMG speakers.
Lynn has also been instrumental in implementing the BCMG digital publication library, which allows the general
public to access accurate, researched-based, regional publications from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
on all the various horticultural topics. She helped establish hot links to AgriLife documents and other references
and to upload key documents, making them available to both Master Gardeners and the general public.
Lynn was a key coordinator for our first ever Cultivate! educational seminar. Her efforts helped make the event
a huge success as she assisted with the planning and gave two presentations for the workshops.
With the assistance of her husband, Billy, Lynn is currently updating the BCMG website, making it more user
friendly for the general public to access the digital publication library and enabling BCMG members to benefit
from the enriched web resources as well.
The project Lynn is most recently helping with is 'Cultivating Communities', a three part program for interested
Homeowner Associations to provide education to their members about Earth-Kind gardening practices.
Lynn’s quick immersion into improving our chapter’s core communication tools has made a huge impact on our
organization and has set a great example of committed membership for all of us (416 hours in 2017!). We are
truly fortunate to have her experience, enthusiasm, and that always-cheerful smile on our team.
Thank you, Lynn!
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Bexar County Master Gardeners are once again participating in Birdies for Charity® a
fundraising program designed in 1997, to give participating charities and schools the
opportunity to generate contributions through the Valero Texas Open. Birdies for Charity
Is a no-cost program that gives 100% of the funds raised back to the participating
organization.
Birdies for Charity is like a walk-a-thon, but instead of donating per mile, participants make
a pledge for every birdie made at the Valero Texas Open. The 2017 Valero Texas Open
had 1975 birdies made, so a pledge of $0.01 yielded a donation of $19.75. Donors also
have the ability to make a one-time donation and flexibility to pay in advance or to be billed
after the tournament. Donations are tax deductible. Registration for the 2018 fundraising
program is underway. The 2018 campaign will conclude April 26, 2018.
Birdies for Charity is the only fundraiser in which the Bexar County Master Gardeners
participate. It is the only time we ask the members for financial help.
You will receive pledge forms in the mail this month, or you can make your donation
online at http://www.valerotexasopen.com/birdies/.
Your contribution to Birdies for Charity helps BCMG succeed in its efforts to continue to
support the programs we provide to the San Antonio community.
If you have questions or you want more information or a pledge form, contact Barbara
Lutz at 210-699-0663 or bblutz@stic.net.
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Holiday Party…..

“10 Lords ‘a Leaping…”

Oh, my, what a spread!!!! YUM!

Board Members – “The Weeks Before
Christmas”

Board Members: Don Crites, John
Maldonado, Brenda Burrell, Grace Emery,
Chris McKnight
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….and Awards

25 Years – Billy McKenzie

25 Years – Ted N. Ritchie

25 Years – Billy McKenzie
Don R.

10 Years – Sherri McShane
10 Years – Cheryl A. Gorhum

10 Years – Don R. Crites
5 Years – Mary E. Duffy

10 Years – Roger P.
Christensen
Golden Trowel: Lynn Cox (2017),
Barbara Lutz, Anna Vogler (2017)

5 Years – Lorene K. Adkins

See the BCMG website: Member/Master Gardener Stars section for a
full list of all service awards this year.
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Meet our Board of Directors
Our 2018 Board of Directors has three returning members. Grace Emery (Class 60), our
new President, served as Vice President on the last Board. Treasurer Lori Bindseil (Class 56)
and Member at Large John Maldonado (Class 60) will continue in their positions. Jack Downey,
as Past President, will serve in a non-voting role.
New Members of the 2018 Board:
Vice President Bill Swantner (Class 61) volunteers at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens
greenhouse, works the MG hotline and has been active with the Schultze House Garden,
Cultivate!, Speakers Bureau, and Cultivating Communities. He also volunteers with the San
Antonio River Authority. A school band director for 13 years, Bill changed careers in 1990,
studying Biblical Theology at St. Mary’s University, then earning a Master of Divinity degree
at the Lutheran Seminary Program of the Southwest. Bill has served as pastor of Hope
Lutheran Church since 1994.
Brenda Burell (Class 60) is our new Secretary. With vast experience in 4H and her training and
35+ years of experience as a certified dietician, Brenda has found a niche with the Learn, Grow,
Eat and Go program. Brenda has traveled from school to school for the 10-week program
engaging children in planting and harvesting vegetables, which they then eat and use as
ingredients for healthy dishes that they prepare.
Membership Director Chris McKnight (Class 58) developed a love of gardening when he
purchased his first home, and has enjoyed both the joy of working in the dirt, and sharing
his knowledge with friends. A Trinity University graduate in Urban Administration, Chris is
the Facilities Officer for the Linda Pace Foundation, and oversees CHRISpark (a private
park open to the public) as part of this role.
Don Crites (Class 47) is our second Member at Large. A retired Air Force medic and
electronics enthusiast, Don has given presentations though the Speakers Bureau on
insects, composting, herbs, vegetable gardening, edible plants in the landscape, and
companion plantings. He has been certified as a Master Gardener Specialist in a wide
number of areas.
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SAVE THE DATE!!!
*Jan. 18, Thursday: BCMG “Rodeo” Meeting
AgriLife Extension Office. Bring your favorite chili or cornbread!
Social - 6:00 p.m., Meeting – 6:30 p.m., CE 1.5 hours
Guest Speaker: Mark Hansen, SALE

*DEADLINE!!! Rodeo Release and Indemnification Agreement {on the 2018
Rodeo Volunteer webpage} Form must be 2-sided, signed, and notarized and
delivered to Nick @ AgriLife Office front desk or to Rodeo Meeting. Link to
form is above. (There will be a notary present at the meeting.)

*Feb. 2, Friday: BCMG Training Program Application Deadline
Application on the website.

*RODEO!!!! – Thursday, Feb. 8 – Sunday, Feb. 25
Get your boots, jeans, and MG apparel ready for another bootscootin’ round of volunteer opportunities for public outreach,
construction and landscape, plant sales and watering, school tours,
clickers, and van drivers at the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo!

*March 3, Saturday:
OUR second educational seminar event: Workshops, gardening
groups, vendors. Lots of help needed! Stand by for more info!
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‘Wishing you the happiest of New Years in 2018!!!
May you be blessed with a beautiful garden and yard, with just the
“right” amount of rain, houseplants that thrive, beautiful blooms,
hearty, healthy vegetables, and pests that HATE your yard!
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