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President’s Message
What a great time of the year. We had

some rain and the sun is shining. It’s been
a joy to get outside to add color to my
yard, trim out the old stuff and plant the
new. The rodeo tomatoes are blooming and
life is good. I hope you are enjoying this
gardening time as much as I am. Of course
you are, you are Master Gardeners!

Thanks to Brigid Oman and the great crew
at the MG booth at Spring Bloom; the Class
59 interns and BCMG members who
helped at the San Antonio Garden Club
Plant Sale; Mary Fernandez, Anne Marie
Simmons and the Children’s Vegetable
Garden volunteers and to all who
volunteered at Backyard Basics at
Madison. A very special thanks goes out
to our Communications Team: Ann Marie
Pease for the e-Blasts, Ann Vargas for the
calendar, Kimber Briggs for The Scion, and

ANNOUNCING THE BCMG
2015 RECOGNITION PIN
GR ANDMA’ S Y EL LOW R OS E

Keith Braddock, our Webmaster. They
spend many hours keeping us informed.
Class 59 with 30 interns has gotten off to a
good start. Lou Kellogg does a wonderful
job as Education Coordinator. Liz Molloy,
Mary Duffy, Joan Schneider-Cooper,
Keeley Porter, Armin Bendele, Andrew
Waring and Henry Braun are there weekly
to mentor and help out.
We appreciate all of you who contributed
to Birdies for Charity this year. Your
donations will be put to good use for our
organization’s benefit.
Have a great April, check your e-Blasts and
http://www.bexarmg.org for volunteer
and education hours.
Barbara Lu tz

Get your Rodeo volunteer hours turned in and
complete your CEU credits to earn your 2015 pin! Once
you finish and submit 30 volunteer hours and 6 CEU
credits you will earn the Grandma’s Yellow Rose pin!
Interns need to complete 50 volunteer hours to receive
their first pin. The pins are available at the monthly
Bexar County Master Gardener meetings. For other
delivery options or questions, please contact Susan
Noonan: susan.noonan@gmail.com
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S p r i n g is in the air, and our M a s t e r G a r d e n e r s are
B U Z Z Z Z Z I N G with

ACTIVITY!

San Antonio Garden
Center Plant Sale (Left)

Home and Garden Show
(Right)

Spring Bloom!

Children’s Vegetable Garden

Ginny Frederick and Shanna Ciano presented
the “Landscape for Life” seminar at the Cibolo
Nature Center. Master Gardeners and Master
Naturalists from five different associations
attended.
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Strawberry Project Trials
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April Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”
www.thehillcountrygardener.com
Birds and Wildlife

Supplement your hummingbirdfriendly plants with sugar-water feeders.
Use one part sugar and four parts water.
Color

Plant warm weather bedding plants
such as lantanas, begonias, firebush,
impatiens, portulaca, coleus and zinnias.
Periwinkles in late May.

Resist cool season plants on sale now.
That season is over…that’s why they’re on
sale.

Maintain your spray program for
roses.

Fertilize the roses this month if not
done last month.

Let bougainvillea get root bound and
stressed between waterings for blooms.

Hibiscus food works well for
container-grown plants.
Fruits and Nuts

There is still time to thin late-season
peaches, apples and plums. Thin to one
fruit per 6-8 inches of stem.

Fertilize pecan trees in early April
with 21-0-0 (1 lb. per inch of trunk diameter)
to encourage good nut production.
Ornamentals

Remove
pansies,
snapdragons,
dianthus, calendulas, kale and other winter

plants when they get ragged.

Plant caladium tubers after mid
month. Impatiens, fibrous begonias, and
coleus are summertime favorites for shade.

Do not remove leaves of springflowering bulbs. They’re feeding the bulbs
while they’re green.

Don’t place plants that have been
indoors all winter into direct sunlight.
Shade Trees and Shrubs

Do NOT prune oak trees now.

You can still plant new shrubs and
trees this month if they are containergrown.

It’s too late to plant bare-root trees
now.

Prune pillar or climbing roses,
wisteria, and Carolina jasmine after they
flower.
Turf Grass

Does the lawn need some “fixing”?
Fix the problem and not the symptoms.
Replace dead grass with the same kind of
grass.

Fertilize lawn using a slow-release
lawn fertilizer with a ratio of 3-1-2 or 4-1-2
NPK—Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P) and
Potassium (K)—for example, 18-6-12, 19-5-9,
20-6-12. If you use organic fertilizer, use
about twice as much.

Don’t start automatic sprinkler
systems unless we haven’t had rain for at
least 2 weeks.
3
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Vegetables

Plant vegetables such as tomatoes,
sweet corn, snap beans and peppers. You
can also plant cucumbers, lima or butter
beans, cantaloupe, okra, southern peas,
pumpkin, squash, peanuts and watermelon.

Write down what, when, and where
you plant what so you’ll know next time.

Plant eggplant, green beans, sweet
corn, radishes, and carrots later in the
month.

Mulch around the veggies with
leaves, straw, or hay.
Harvest potatoes after they start

blooming.

Control snails, slugs and pill bugs
with baits or beer traps. (Note: They like
Budweiser best.)

Thinning vegetables is one of the
most important follow up activities in
gardening.

Use drip irrigation on veggies.
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Master Gardener of the Month
I nez

Ornelas,
our
Master
Gardener
for
the month of
April, is also the
Membership
Coordinator for
the
Bexar
County Master
Gardeners. Inez
has filled this
two-year Board
position for over
a year, a position he also held four years
ago. As Membership Coordinator it is
Inez’s job to update the website database,
making corrections to members’ email
addresses and to give a month-end report
to the Board about members’ volunteer
hours and CEUs. Since the new website has
been launched Inez’s job has become easier
just as it is now much easier for Master
Gardeners to submit and keep track of both
their volunteer and continuing education
hours.
For those members who have not yet
logged on to our new website to submit
hours, Inez encourages you to try it out and
predicts that you will have a pleasant
surprise.
To begin this process, all
members
have
to
do
is
type
https://texas.volunteersystem.org into the
address bar of their browser, then enter
their email address and create a password.
After that, members can enter hours
anytime they want and check on the hours
they have accumulated. Inez recommends
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that everyone enter his or her hours
immediately upon returning home from an
event or use their smartphone to do so at
the end of an event. No more waiting until
the end of the month and risk forgetting
what you have done! Although Inez is a
systems
analyst
and
computer
programmer, he insists there is no learning
curve to reporting and keeping up with
volunteer and CEU hours and that the
system can easily be mastered by anyone.
Inez got his computer training in the Air
Force, which he joined fresh out of high
school. In 2000 he retired after twenty-one
years of service with dreams of getting into
gardening. He settled in San Antonio,
enrolled in Master Gardener Class 32, and
after retirement applied for a job in the
Home Depot Garden Department. The
Master Gardener classes were a success,
but the HR people at Home Depot couldn’t
connect twenty plus years of working in
computers in the Air Force with enough
gardening knowledge to keep plants alive
and guide customers in plant selection and
care. This was probably due to the fact
that Home Depot wasn’t aware of aspects
of Inez’s background that can’t be put on a
resume.
Actually, Inez grew up working on his
uncle’s farm in Moore, Texas. His father
died when Inez was eight, leaving his
mother with the responsibility of raising
five children.
Fortunately, his uncle
stepped in to help. Inez remembers they
had to grow what they ate. He also
remembers having to hoe and weed his
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mother’s extensive garden as a punishment
when he misbehaved. He hated working
in the dirt under the hot Texas sun, but,
somehow, working the soil and living off
the land got into his blood. Even after
twenty plus years in an air-conditioned
office working with computers, Inez still
longed for the stillness of country life and
the feel of dirt between his fingers.
So, after years of working with computers,
Inez had a dilemma. He was a Master
Gardener and he had his garden, but
Home Depot wouldn’t hire him and he
needed a job. That’s when Inez went back
to work as a Systems Analyst, this time for
World Savings Bank. That job lasted for
eight years until World Savings was
bought out by Wachovia National Bank,
which, in turn, was bought out by Wells
Fargo, and, with that merger, Inez was
again out of a job. At that time, Inez found
his present position as a Computer
Systems Analyst and Programmer for
Zachry Group, a conglomerate that deals
with turnkey construction, engineering,
maintenance, turnaround and fabrication
services in the power, energy, chemicals,
manufacturing and industrial sectors. Its
headquarters are located on the Southside
of San Antonio. Inez likes his job and
shares his computer skills with the Bexar
County Master Gardeners, but, when he
leaves his air-conditioned office, all he
wants to do is get out into that hot Texas
sun and dig in the dirt or coach Little
League baseball.

April 2015
full-fledged coach. Along with gardening,
coaching Little League is something Inez
loves to do.
You are probably wondering how Inez got
his name, which more appropriately
belongs to a girl. He has two sisters, along
with two brothers, so his name was not the
result of his mother’s frustrated longing for
a daughter to give a name she had been
planning on since childhood. Inez explains
that his mother was a deeply religious
woman who gave her son the name of the
saint on whose feast day he was born. So,
from his mother, Inez carries with him both
a name and a deeply rooted love of the soil
as a source of nourishment and of peace.
By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

Coaching Little League baseball is a
pastime Inez got into about twenty-five
years ago, when his oldest son began
playing. He started out just assisting the
coach, but now, three sons later, he is a
7
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Hello fellow Master Gardeners and Happy Spring!

W
I
s
E
W
a
t
e
r
w
o
r
d
s

8

The Bexar County Master Gardeners have just hosted another Irrigation
Efficiency Specialist Training, with Dr. Dotty Woodson from Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Center, Dallas. Eleven master gardeners from around the
state of Texas met at the San Antonio Botanical Garden for 3 days of
specialist training where they learned about the state and regional water
supply problems along with the importance of landscape irrigation
conservation. Participating master gardeners learned to identify the most
common problems with landscape irrigation systems from a water
conservation perspective as well as the ways to fix these problems. They
were also reminded of the cultural practices that encourage water
conservation such as soil preparation, plant selection and mulch.
Hands on training was done using the catch can test to determine the
precipitation rate of an irrigation system. This test used the
evapotranspiration rate to produce an irrigation schedule. The master
gardeners also learned how to program several different types of irrigation
controllers. In addition to all of this training, the efficiency of drip irrigation
was explained in detail as well as how to install or convert a regular
irrigation system to a drip irrigation system.
In exchange for this training, master gardeners are asked to give 20
additional hours either giving irrigation efficiency presentations or helping
with installations of drip irrigation systems to certify as “Irrigation
Efficiency Specialists”. This training is valuable for all master gardeners as
well as those specifically interested in irrigation and water conservation. We
will host another course next year and I encourage everyone to consider
attending.
Conservationally yours,
A n n a V o g l e r - Water Conservation Coordinator
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ATTENTION:

Meeting is scheduled for the 4th Thursday of the month due to a schedule conflict with
the Texas Master Gardeners State Conference on April 16th.

BCMG Educational Seminar
Presents

BEGONIAS, NOT YOUR ORDINARY GARDEN VARIETY
Thursday, April 23
1 pm – 3 pm
AgriLife Extension Office
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Suite 208, San Antonio, TX 78230
2 CEUs
Begonias come in many shapes and sizes. From brightly colored Rex and
Rizomatoes, to shrub begonias, cane begonias and more!
Come learn how to grow these beautiful flowers.
Sandy Justice, Master Gardener and member of the Alamo Branch of the
Alamo Begonia Society, is the speaker
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Bare Essentials of Drip Irrigation
Owen Keiser, Irrigation Specialist
Bexar County Master Gardeners – Class 40
Installing a drip irrigation system to your garden is possibly the best investment of time and
money you will ever make. I have found it’s not insects, diseases or nutrition that kills most
of my plants, it’s an irregular water schedule. If it’s not too dry then it’s too wet; drip
irrigation (DI) addresses this problem at the source.
Obviously, the first thing you will need is a water supply. This
generally will be a water faucet, but it could be a pop-up sprinkler
that waters your garden plot. While there is a tremendous amount
of flexibility with DI, I will assume you are starting from a water
faucet.
From your faucet, you need to install 1) a battery operated timer, 2)
a flow reducer, and 3) a filter. The timer (Figure 1: The top box with
round dial) allows you to set-and-forget your watering schedule,
such as every other day for 10 minutes starting at 9 am. Once
established, this schedule will remain active until your battery fails – Figure 1: Timer, flow reducer
and filter
I install fresh batteries in the spring and remove these three
components from the system at the end of the fall season. (The rest
of your DI system can remain in the garden year round.) The flow reducer (small section
below the timer) lowers the household water pressure from 50-60 pounds per square inch
(PSI) to 25 PSI for your DI system. The filter (the large component at the bottom) is not
required but recommended to remove small solid material from the water supply and avoids
clogging the tiny holes in your emitters. There is a strainer in the large reservoir that can be
unscrewed and removed for cleaning. From your
timer/reducer/filter, you attach your garden hose to
carry the water to your garden.
From the garden hose, the DI system first uses ½-inch
black plastic supply hose to get the water close to the
plants; you will need an adapter to connect your garden
hose to this smaller supply hose. With a patio flower
garden or tomato pots, lay a line of this supply hose
near to your plants. For each plant, puncture the supply
hose with a piercing tool, push a coupling into the hole,
Figure 2: Garden, supply and drip hoses.
and then attach ¼-inch black rubber drip hose from the
coupling to each plant. Figure 2 shows the garden hose/adapter/supply hose and attached
drip hoses. The combination of supply and drip hoses can be up to 250 feet in length – which
is a lot of irrigation!

10

Vol. 25 Issue 4

April 2015
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Emitters are rated in gallons-per-hour, from ½ to 10 GPH. There are three basic types of
emitters: orbit (nickle-sized disks where the water drips out a tiny hole), spray emitters (for
plants that prefer water from above), and variable emitters (both spray and drip) where the
water volume can be adjusted; orbit emitters have a fixed flow rate. Any number and any
combination of emitters can be installed anywhere along a single drip hose – you are only
limited by your imagination. Figure 3 shows three pots being watered by variable drip emitters
on a single drip line.

Figure 3: Multiple variable emitters on a single
drip line.

SAWS water restrictions on drip irrigation are much more generous than lawn watering. Drip
irrigation reduces evaporation by as much as 90% compared to pop-up sprinklers or soaker
hoses, so SAWS wants you to use DI!
Recommendations
O Once you have connected your DI system, remember to turn on the faucet! All you will
need is about half a turn – you don’t need to turn the water on full force. You should
leave this water on for the entire growing season, and any minor drips can be corrected
with a bit of Teflon plumber’s tape.
O I prefer to use the variable emitter, especially for tomatoes. At the beginning of the
season it can be screwed down to a very slow drip; as the summer progresses and water
requirements increase, the emitter can be unscrewed for a higher flow rate.
O Uncoil the hoses (both the ½” supply and the ¼” drip) and lay them on the ground
along your intended route; cut to approximate length but leave yourself some extra
length just in case. Allow the hoses to ‘relax’ in the sun so that they will soften and be
much easier to bend. Be careful not to crimp the hoses.
O Attaching the emitters or adapters to the hose can get very tiresome. Warming the end
of the hose in a cup of hot water for about 10 seconds will make the end much softer and
pliable.
O Once an emitter or adapter has been inserted into the hose, it is almost impossible to pull
apart! If you make a mistake and install the wrong emitter, cut the hose with a very
sharp utility knife and slit the hose off the shaft of the emitter. To show how almost all
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Bare Essentials of Drip Irrigation, Cont.

O
O

O

O

situations have been considered by manufacturers, there are ‘goof plugs’ to plug an
errant hole in the supply hose.
The ½” supply hose can be cut with a sharp utility knife, but a PVC pipe cutter makes a
very straight cut and is much easier on the hands. The ¼” drip hose is much softer and
can easily be cut with a knife, scissors or the PVC cutter.
While the emitters are rated in gallons-per-hour, you can run your system for just a
couple of minutes each day, but remember that all emitters will be active for that
watering period. If you want a second area to have a different watering cycle than the
first, you will need another timer and possibly another water source.
Check the system every month or so just to ensure that everything is operating as
expected. If you have an area of dead or dying plants in an otherwise successful garden,
make sure the emitters are still emitting – they can get clogged with dirt or calcium
debris.
As a final touch, cover your drip system with mulch. This will hide the hoses from view
and reduce evaporation even more.

Prices (subject to change): Starter kit (there are several different models): $25-$60; battery timer:
$35; 50 foot coil of ½ inch supply hose: $10; 100 foot coil of ¼ inch drip hose: $16; 10-pack of
orbit emitters: $2-4; 5-pack of adjustable emitters: $4
Suggestion: Purchase a DI starter kit. This box contains many of the basic components of a
drip irrigation system with lengths of both hoses, a variety of adapters, the puncture tool, and
various emitters and sprays. Use this kit to experiment on a small area such as an herb garden
or hanging basket. Once this test area is working and you see the possibilities of watering
other sections, go back to the store and buy the components you will need.
Drip Irrigation is simple and inexpensive; even if your first (or second) attempt doesn’t work
out as hoped, you will be smarter the next time and most of the components can be reused.
Your plants, your pocketbook and SAWS will thank you. Now you can finally go on that
vacation cruise knowing that your garden will still be green and happy when you return.
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This month’s article is a follow-up to the
“Bush Germander” featured in this section
in March…
HERB GERMANDER
The herb germander, Teucrium chamaedrys,
a member of the mint family is native to
Greece and Syria. Its name is from the
Greek ‘chamai’ for ground and ‘drus’
meaning oak for its shiny leaf and shape. It
was used as a cure for gout and also as
protection against the poison of snakebite.
No longer used medicinally, herb
germander is cultivated in rock gardens as
a small evergreen plant or a low evergreen

was fond of this herb and used it in his
garden plans at Mount Vernon.
Article and photo credit:
Mary Ann Johnson, BCMG Class 39
HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

Steve Ayala putting in a garden with
children at a San Antonio Pre-K school.
(Contributor: Steve Ayala)

hedge, as in a knot garden. It is a short
mounding plant up to 1.5 ft. tall with
pinkish purple blooms. It is drought
tolerant thriving in full sun with minimal
care. Lore has it that George Washington
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AgriLife Advice

2015 Texas Superstars®
Projected new TEXAS SUPERSTAR® plant
releases for 2015 have been or will be readily
available at your favorite Independent
Nurseries and some box stores. Promotion time
in parentheses.

Satsuma Arctic Frost (early May 2015)
The Satsuma Arctic Frost is a small
spreading tree with fragrant white blooms
in the spring. It produces juicy, nearly
seedless and easy peeling fruit in early
winter. It will grow 8 – 12 feet in the ground
and six feet in a container. It is one of the
most cold tolerant Satsumas.

Lobularia White Stream (April 2015)
The 'Silver Stream™' Lobularia Plant has a
wonderfully
sweet,
honey-fragrance.
This heat-lover grows fast and displays
profuse clouds of dainty white cushions of
flowers. Amazingly tolerant of cool
temperatures,
considering
its
Mediterranean origins, this Sweet Alyssum
may be one of your first plants to put on its
flowers. Plant in containers, in hanging
baskets or use as a ground cover and make
sure you put them where you can take in
that fantastic fragrance.
14

Alternanthera Little Ruby (May 2015)
Little Ruby alternanthera is a great, lowmaintenance plant with foliage in shades of
burgundy and purple. The compact growth
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habit of this plant is another super feature as
Little Ruby requires no deadheading and
little maintenance. It is heat and humidity
tolerant and has a low moisture
requirement. This plant will grow and
thrive throughout the long, hot summer.
Little Ruby alternanthera is excellent to
grow in containers or as a ground cover.
More information about the Texas
Superstar® plant program can be found at
these websites:
http://texassuperstar.com/
http://plantanswers.com/resources.htm
superstar
http://agrilife.org/today/

-
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:
Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge

The 2015 TMGA conference will be held
At the Bell County Expo Center in Belton, TX
April 16 – 18, 2015
http://txmg.org/2015tmgaconference/
ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Please visit the new Bexar County Master
Gardeners website to get DETAILS on all the
latest, hottest news and upcoming VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITES! While at the website, you can
also check out the Master Calendar for your
future planning.

Join our
Ma ste r Gar de ne r Group on
Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
120167268026499/
Lawn & Garden Show Podcast
http://www.woai.com/media/podcastwoai-lawn-and-garden-showgardenshow/

Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1
Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2
Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3
Tommy Adkisson,
Commissioner
Precinct 4

ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
If you are looking for a spot to volunteer,
BCMG has these ongoing volunteer
opportunities. You can contact the person
listed to find out more about the activity or to
participate.

San Antonio Botanical Garden
555 Funston Place, San Antonio, TX 78209
Master Gardeners have several volunteer
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opportunities at SABOT. If you are
interested in any of the following please
contact SABOT Volunteer Coordinator,
Veronica Dallahan at volunteer@sabot.org
210-207-3261 for information on days and
times.
Plant Propagation – Working in the SABOT
greenhouse to help propagate plants under
the direction of Mary Irish.
Terrarium Ecosystem Program – Working
with children on an age appropriate, TEKSbased lesson, building a terrarium to keep,
and touring the Conservatory. Training is
provided.
General Gardens Help – Seasonal
gardening chores such as watering plants in
the summer, cleaning up plants (dead
leaves, deadheading, etc.), pruning, etc.

Children's Vegetable Garden
San Antonio Botanical Garden
Help children learn to grow vegetables in
their own plots at the Children's Vegetable
Garden at SABOT. Saturday mornings.
Mary
Fernandez
at
Contact:
fernandez.m1978@gmail.com or
Anne
Marie
Simmons
at
amsimmons@hotmail.com.

San Antonio Food Bank Gardens
5200 W Old US Hwy 90, San Antonio, TX
78227
Help plant, maintain and harvest the
gardens at the SA Food Bank. Tuesday –
Saturday from 9am – 12pm. Click here for
more information.

April 2015
Wounded Warrior Gardens
Warrior and Family Support Center
Bldg. 3628, Rawley E. Chambers Rd. Fort Sam
Houston, TX 78234
Join the group to maintain a beautiful
landscape for our military wounded warriors.
For Tuesday mornings contact:
Melody
McMahon
at
melodym1222@yahoo.com or for Thursday
mornings contact: joyce_dare@satx.rr.com.

Earth Kind Speakers Bureau
If you would like to share your gardening
knowledge with others, then sign up for the
Speakers Bureau. Contact: Sandy Justice at
sandy@sandyjustice.com to get on the speaker
request notification list.

Plant Hotline
Our Plant Hotline answers phone and email
questions
daily.
Contact:
Angel
at
matorres@ag.tamu.edu for information.

Plant Trials
AgriLife has plant trials going on at the Food
Bank, San Antonio Botanical Gardens and
other locations. Contact: David Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu to be contacted
when help is needed for a project.
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to assist Bexar County
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service in providing education opportunities to the community in which we live.
Please feel free to contact the Board – or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

B C M G B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s M e e t in g

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
March 12, 2015
Visitors: Nelda Speller - the new County Director
and Ashley Gregory - the new Hidalgo County
Horticulturist.
David Rodriguez reported on: bluebonnet,
strawberry, tomato and watermelon plant trials;
Children’s Vegetable Garden plots are full and
doing well despite recent bad weather; Class 59
is progressing nicely; Specialist Trainings are
scheduled.
Ruby Zavala reported that over 84,000 visited
our tent during rodeo; school gardens visits
continue; NSISD Environmental Fair is
scheduled for April 15-16.
Barbara Lutz reported that the move is on hold;
BCMG will not have to pay rent to AgriLife after
April; Birdies for Charity donations end March 24;
April Educational Seminar/Meeting will have
Sandy Justice speaking on Begonias.
Theresa Ford reported that the Compilation
Report has been filed and taxes have been paid.
Jack Downey presented several BOD policies
which were discussed and approved.

President
Barbara Lutz
President@bexarmg.org
Vice President
Jack Downey
vp@bexarmg.org
Treasurer
Theresa Ford
Treasurer@bexarmg.org
Secretary
Anne Marie Simmons
Secretary@bexarmg.org
Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org
Members-at-Large
Anne Browne
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ann Marie Caldwell
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Lisa Nixon
PastPresident@bexarmg.org
To Send an E-mail to the entire
Board

board@bexarcountymastergardeners.org
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…Upcoming Meetings…
BCMG Ed. Seminar/Gen. Mtg.
Thurs., Apr. 23, 1-3 pm 2 CEUs
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Ste. 208, San Antonio
Topic: Begonias, Not Your Ordinary Garden Variety
Speaker: Sandy Justice, MG & Member of the
Alamo Branch of the Alamo Begonia Society
BCMG Ed. Seminars/Gen. Mtgs. are (usually) held on the
rd
afternoon of the 3 Thurs. every month. For more info., contact
Barbara Lutz: President@bexarmg.org

BCMG Board of Directors Meeting
Thurs., Apr. 9, 4 pm – 6 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio
Meetings are held monthly. Members can request
items to be added to the agenda by emailing the
President, President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days
prior to the meeting date.
All members are welcome to observe the meetings,
however in order to accommodate seating, please
email the President, President@bexarmg.org that
you will be attending.

April 2015
What is a Master Gardener?
Bexar County Master Gardeners are
trained,
certified
volunteers who
support the educational horticulture
programs and Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension service in Bexar County. We
work with County Extension AgentHorticulture David Rodriguez to help
create and maintain gardens that
showcase plants for our area; help with
trial gardens and field research; share
planting, composting, and irrigation
methods; present information at garden
and trade events; answer horticultural
inquiries over the telephone; organize
and/or present educational programs to
various groups; introduce children to
gardens through programs in schools
and the Children’s Vegetable Garden;
and increase awareness of integrated
pest management, water conservation,
and other environmental stewardship
issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are
held in spring. Classes are usually be
held on Wednesdays from 12 pm to 4
pm. After acceptance into the program,
intern students are required to submit to
a background check, attend the 13-week
course, and complete 50 hours of
volunteer service within a year before
they are certified as a Master Gardener.
Lectures by experts in their field, handson activities, and field trips make up the
classroom experience. A large variety of
volunteer activities offered throughout
the year provide ample opportunity to
complete the service requirement. After
initial certification, Master Gardeners
are required to complete 30 hours of
service and 6 continuing education
hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the
Bexar County Master Gardener mission.
We are “hands-on” gardeners who are
interested in sharing all aspects of
gardening with anyone who will listen.
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From the Editor…
“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you.
What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you
want to make.” – Jane Goodall

It’s funny how nature fools us – in March
when Spring is just starting to show her face,
the leaves drop from the Live Oaks like it’s
fall. Our yards are literally covered in a
carpet of dried up brown leaves. We
generally associate this fall-like behavior
with the death of summer and not the onset
of spring. However, the truth is it is just
another confirmation that nature can be
unpredictable and mysterious - performing a
“slight of hand” in a way that is not so easily
deciphered.
Fires are like that too. They can be good, bad,
and at times, unpredictable. We feel good
warming our hands and feet by a fireplace
and becoming mesmerized by the dancing
flames, but hearing a fire alarm instills fear.
Some fires have even had historical
significance based on the amount of
destruction caused, like the infamous
wildfire that devoured over three-quarters of
a million acres in Yellowstone National Park
in the summer of 1988. I remember driving
through the park in the mid-90s on a family
vacation and there were still areas that
looked like an army of burned-out
matchsticks.
However, fires in a natural environment are
not always bad, if they are controlled.
Sometimes the controlling factor can be
nature itself in the form of inadequate fuel,
natural firebreaks, wind, and humidity
factors. Or, the control can be in the form of a
prescribed burn, where we are manipulating
the potentially lethal element of fire and
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using it as a “gardening” instrument. A
prescribed burn, done correctly, has many
benefits such as reducing fuel accumulation,
encouraging the enhancement of native
plant communities, and helping wildlife
species. Recently, I had a unique
opportunity to see first hand the
transformational outcome of a prescribed
burn that took place at the Cibolo Nature
Center (CNC).
The prescribed burn was scheduled for
February 28, 2015 for two sections of the
prairie area. My first glimpse of the results
occurred while conducting my first nest box
monitoring of the season at CNC on March
11. At first glance the area looked rather
hopeless and reminded me a little bit of the

Figure 1 – CNC Prairie 2-13-11

charred remains of Yellowstone. Looking
back at my photo inventory from a few
years ago, I found a picture of the prairie at
around the same time of year (Figure 1).
Now, compare that with the results of the
controlled burn photo in Figure 2 - quite a
difference. Even more disturbing was when
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I
talked
to
Donna Taylor,
the
Environmental
Scientist
at
CNC, who told
me that due to
an unforeseen
change in the
wind currents,
the fire had
extended
beyond
the
boundaries set
for the original
burn. So much
so in fact that when looking at the Operations
Map it appeared that almost twice as much
prairie had been burned. You might be
shaking your head at this point and
wondering why
would anyone
even
attempt
such a daunting
and
unpredictable
task?
Because
the rewards are
great. Even with
an unforeseen
firebreak,
the
rewards
still
came through
despite
the
unfortunate
of
the
Figure 3 – CNC Prairie 3-18-15 turn
wind. As you
can see in Figures 3 and 4, the prairie has
come back a little over a month later, lush and
green! It was an incredible adaptation to
witness from week to week when I came to
check the nest boxes and it confirmed for me
how Mother Nature takes care of, well,

EVERYTHING, regardless of what we
might expect to happen. As if waving a
magic wand, the prairie has made an
amazing transformation.

Figure 2 – CNC Prairie 3-11-15

Figure 4 – CNC Prairie 3-25-15

That’s why it’s so important to encourage
the current generation who we mentor
through many of our programs, like the
Children’s Vegetable Garden, to show them
the miracle of how nature “works” and
regenerates itself in the most surprising
ways, and appreciate how special it is to
witness. As a Gardening Team volunteer at
the San Antonio Botanical Garden I am in
awe of the “magical” transformation that I
observe taking place week to week, and
especially now with the advent of spring.
Even my first-time experiment with bulbs
this year has been a treat as I’ve watched
the green sprouting up from the freesia,
liatris and gladiolus bulbs I planted in my
beds in February.
Mother Nature is indeed a magician; so
enjoy the “show” – it’s taking place all
around you!
Your Editor,
Kimber Briggs
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