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President’s Message
Dear Master Gardeners,
As we enter the summer we need to pause
and thank Barbara Lutz for her tireless
efforts that have led us through a
wonderfully successful year as gardeners,
educators and researchers. Barbara has
served as President of the Bexar County
Master Gardeners four times (2008-2009,
2009-2010, 2011-2012, and 2014-2015). We
all owe her a debt of gratitude for her
energetic, inclusive
and
supportive
leadership. Thanks, Barbara!
Your new board will assume the reins of
the Bexar County Master Gardeners on
July 1, 2015. I have been elected President,
Anne Marie Simmons will be the Vice
President, Theresa Ford continues as our
knowledgeable Treasurer, as well as Inez
Ornealas as our Membership Director, and
Numa Laiche as Secretary. Members-atLarge are Ted Ritchie and Jamie Daily.
Barbara Lutz will stay very involved as our
point person for the events that we
participate in each year.
I encourage each of you to attend the board
meetings or contact any of us with your
thoughts, suggestions or helpful advice.
We will only be a strong community

presence if all of us pitch in and help fulfill
our mission, which is “…to	
   provide	
  
residents	
  
with	
  
information	
  
on	
  
environmentally	
   responsible	
   gardening	
   and	
  
landscaping.	
  We	
  provide	
  unbiased,	
  research-‐
based	
  
information,	
  
problem-‐solving	
  
expertise	
   and	
   educational	
   opportunities	
   to	
  
residents.”	
  	
  	
  	
  
Please	
  consider	
  joining	
  our	
  Speaker’s	
  Bureau	
  
or	
  sign-‐up	
  for	
  helping	
  at	
  the	
  events	
  we	
  have	
  
scheduled	
  throughout	
  San	
  Antonio	
  and	
  the	
  
surrounding	
  environs.	
  	
  We	
  need	
  your	
  help	
  –	
  
remember,	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  were	
  first-‐timers	
  once	
  so	
  
don’t	
  be	
  hesitant	
  –	
  we’d	
  love	
  to	
  renew	
  
acquaintances	
  and	
  welcome	
  helping	
  hands!	
  
	
  

- Jack Downey, BCMG President
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July Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”

www.thehillcountrygardener.com

Work outside early in the morning or late in the
evening so you can avoid loss of water in your
body. Drink cool or cold water before, during
and after working outside and sweating. Use
sunscreen and work in the shade as much as
possible.
Watering by hand is good therapy after coming
home from work, but is the WORST thing you
can do to your plants.
Birds and Wildlife
J
Keep birdbaths full and clean.
J
Butterflies are attracted to overripe
fruit, blooms, and mud.
J
Hummingbirds will reward you with
their antics if you keep plenty of sugar
water in feeders for them.
Color
J
Keep rose bushes cleaned out.
J
Fertilize caladiums with slow-release
lawn fertilizer at the rate of 1/3 - 1/2 lb. per
100 square feet of bed.
J
Deadhead spent flowers on annuals
and perennials.
J
Plant zinnias.
J
To brighten a landscape in the heat of
the summer plant lantana, bougainvillea,
mandevilla vine, allamanda, hibiscus,
salvia,
periwinkle,
marigold,
zinnia,
portulaca, purslane, copper plant, and Bush
morning glory.




Mulch heavily.
Water plants by hand when needed and
not according to the calendar or day of
the week.

Fruits and Nuts
J
Water fruit trees with one inch of
water over the drip line per week until the
fruit are harvested.
J
Take out the old canes in the
blackberries.
Ornamentals
J
Iron deficiency (chlorosis) can show
up in landscape and garden plants at this
time of year. Look for yellowed leaves with
darker green veins. Frequent applications
of iron sulfate (Copperas) as a foliar spray
or applications to mulching materials may
be needed. Green sand can also be used
and is effective.
Shade Trees and Shrubs
J
It’s safe to prune oak trees in July
and August. Be sure to paint with latexbased paint all the cuts.
J
This is NOT a good time to plant
trees and shrubs. It’s too hot.
Turf Grass
J

Set your lawnmower height at the
5
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July Gardening Chores, Cont.
highest level while it’s hot. 3 ½ - 4 inches
for St. Augustine in the sun and 4 - 5 inches
in the shade.
J
If you see dead areas in the St.
Augustine, check for grubs and chinch
bugs.
J
Mow the lawn before you leave on
vacation.
J
You can plant new lawns in the heat
as long as you keep it watered at least twice
per day. Do not let the seeds dry out.

efficient and less time-consuming.
J
Prepare for fall gardening. Add 2 - 3
inches of compost and 1 - 2 cups of 19-5-9
slow release fertilizer per 100 square feet.
J
Plant your pumpkins for Halloween
this month.

Questions?
Write: gardener@gvtx.com.
To get a complete list, go to:
www.thehillcountrygardener.com and click
on “Publications.”

Vegetables
J
It’s time to start over in the vegetable
garden.
J
Install a drip irrigation system in
your gardens to make watering more

Thank You to All Bexar County Master Gardeners
from AgriLife Extension!
Bexar Agrilife Extension Service held their Volunteer Recognition Breakfast on June
23. Our Bexar County Master Gardener volunteers were recognized for our support,
talents, time and contributions to the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. The Food
Bank was recognized as Partner of the Year. Five BCMGs received special recognition.
Diane Siple and Kit Miller were named Youth Garden Program Volunteers of the Year
for their support of the NISD Learning Tree Program. Mary Fernandez and Anne Marie
Simmons were recognized as the Horticulture Program Volunteers of the Year for their
dedication to and leadership of the Children’s Vegetable Garden Program. Janice Potter
was named the Ag and Natural Resources Volunteer of the Year for all her time and
support of the program.
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Master Gardener of the Month
E dgar Bradley, our Master Gardener for the
month of July, has been a member of our
organization since 2003, having graduated as part of
Class 36. But
his true passion
and dedication
found
their
outlet
some
twenty
years
prior to that
date,
when,
after retiring in
1983 from a 25year career in the Air Force, Ed joined the San
Antonio Rose Society. After his wife Jo Ann, his
three children and four grandchildren, roses are
Edgar’s passion!
Although he does not hesitate to share his expertise
as a rosarian with the Bexar County Master
Gardeners by giving presentations on all aspects of
growing roses, the main thrust of Ed’s energy is
directed towards the activities of the San Antonio
Rose Society. He has served on the Board of this
Society in one capacity or another almost continually
since becoming a member and currently holds the
position of Director of the Ways and Means Projects.
These projects represent a key component of the
activities of the Rose Society since they produce
most of the money needed to finance the two Rose
Shows that the Society sponsors in the spring and
fall. Ed, as the head of this committee, visits the area
nurseries and horticultural suppliers starting in
January of each year. He explains the activities of
the Society and the ways in which it can help the
nurseries promote the sale of roses by having
rosarians available on certain days to give seminars
on the selection and care of roses, or to simply
answer any questions customers might have. In
turn, the nursery or horticultural supplier agrees to
become a sponsor of the Rose Society by making a
donation at one of various levels of support. Ed
then coordinates the services needed by the sponsors

8

and recruits volunteers to attend the scheduled
events. Ed is indeed a very busy man! To date he
has eight area nurseries and horticultural suppliers,
plus HEB, which have become sponsors of the San
Antonio Rose Society.
Besides his volunteer activities with this
organization and with the Bexar County Master
Gardeners, Ed is also part of a team that volunteers
to care for the roses at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden. In late winter this team does the deep
pruning needed to get the roses on the road toward
the spectacular blooms that they will later produce.
Then, when the roses are in full bloom, on a
rotating basis, the team divides into two groups
that will come in to trim and generally care for the
roses on a 10 day schedule, which has Ed in the
Botanical Garden’s rose beds every other Saturday
while the other group rotates on a Wednesday
schedule.
You are probably wondering where Ed gets all of
his passion and energy for working with plants,
especially roses. It goes back to generations of
Mississippi River Delta farmers who grew crops of
cotton, corn and soybeans in the rich delta lands of
Louisiana. Both Ed and his wife grew up in a small
town in northeastern Louisiana, where Ed’s father,
grandfather, and great grandfather, and later his
brother, were all farmers.
Ed, himself, was
scheduled to follow in their footsteps. Thanks to
the influence of his uncle, who was the Director of
the Louisiana Extension Service, Ed enrolled in LSU
where he earned both a bachelor’s and a master’s
degree in Horticulture. While pursuing his degrees,
Ed partially supported himself by working on the
College of Agriculture’s Experimental Farms, which
featured an Experimental Rose Garden. That is
where Ed fell in love with roses! He was also
fortunate enough to have as his advisor and mentor
Dr. Howard Hanchey, who was a leading member
of the American Rose Society and active in judging
roses at competitions around the country. Ed
seemed to be well on his way to a career in either
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agriculture or academia, but he didn’t see it that
way.
Ed explains that there was another force at work in
him too, and that force was patriotism. He was
finishing his studies at about the same time that the
Cold War was heating up and the Russian President
Nikita Khrushchev was threatening to bury us. Ed
was determined to do his part in stopping the
Russians by becoming what he calls “the world’s
greatest fighter pilot,” but he couldn’t get past the
first hurdle—the physical! Undeterred, he stayed in
the Air Force for the next 25 years working in
computer systems. In so doing, he had to put his
first love of gardening and raising roses on the back
burner, but it was not a forgotten love. As he
traveled the world living in houses, duplexes and
apartments, he landscaped every plot of land
around his home, treating each place as his own,
planting and caring for trees, shrubs, plants and, of
course, roses.
In 1983, when his Air Force career had landed him
and his family in San Antonio, Ed retired and was
finally able to return to his first love. He joined the
San Antonio Rose Society at about the same time
that he began his second career, working for USAA.
After retiring from this job he was able to expand
his interest in gardening by becoming a member of
the Bexar County Master Gardeners. Now, after
more than twenty years of service to the gardening
community of San Antonio, at the ripe old age of 82,
Ed says that he has begun to slow down a bit.
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82-year-old retired rosarian does not need to care
for 250 roses. Those 72 plants will not be missed!
When asked about his favorite rose, Ed has two that
he particularly treasures: Veterans Honor, a richly
fragrant red rose with velvet-like petals, and St.
Patrick’s Rose, whose yellow petals have a greenish
tint in the spring and fall. When asked about his
advice to the readership, Ed paused a minute and
then replied, “Read!” He, himself, finds time to
read the many publications that he receives by mail
and online, including columns by experts that
appear in the San Antonio Express News. He says
that the membership can begin by reading its own
publication The Scion. Although Ed’s passion for
gardening has multigenerational roots, it has been
nourished over the years through a constant input
of information, first through his college education
and then by a lifetime of reading, study and
practice.

By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

Granted he is still very active in the Rose Society; he
still participates and wins many trophies in both
their Spring and Fall Rose Shows; he also continues
to serve as a Rose Judge both at home and away; he
still puts in about twelve hours a week editing the
San Antonio Rose Society’s eight-page newsletter;
and, of course, there is his work at the Botanical
Garden, but Ed has cut back a little. He confesses
that he doesn’t like to get out at night anymore to
give the presentations that he used to do, and he
has slowed down a bit with the work that he does
in his own garden. However, recently he dug up
some 72 rose bushes that were not doing so well,
due to the encroachment of shade and roots from
the trees in his backyard. But, Ed philosophizes; an
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Plant Exchange prior to meeting!!
BCMG General Meeting and Educational Program

Thursday, July 16
1.5 CEUs
Bexar County Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge St., Suite #208,
San Antonio, TX 78230
6:00 pm – 6:30 pm – Plant Exchange and Social
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm Meeting and Speaker

Post-Fire Vegetation & Flora
Of
Bastrop State Park
Learn how Bastrop State Park has recovered from the 2011
most destructive wildfire in Texas.

Speaker: Bill Carr, Botanist for the Nature Conservancy
For information or questions, contact Barbara Lutz.
10
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MASTER GARDNER GARDEN STARS
Awards and Achievements of Our Fellow Master Gardeners

Congratulations to the following members who have achieved their
Bexar County Master Gardener certification for 2015!
They have finished and submitted at least 30 volunteer hours and 6 CEU credits by June 11 to earn the
Grandma Yellow Rose pin.
The pins are available at the monthly Bexar County master Gardener meetings. For other delivery
options or questions, please contact Susan Noonan: susan.noonan@gmail.com

Armin Bendele

Sandy Justice

Kimber Briggs

Susan Noonan

Henry Brune

Lani Ord

Leslie Butterworth

Barbara Rice

Mary Cross

Pat Rice

Ron Csehil

Nora Richards

Judie Frisch

Marcia Rockne

Hilma Gonzales

Pamela Taylor-Fryer

Nancy Johnston

Sandra Woodall
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AgriLife Advice
Fire ants reappear after recent rains
By: Paul Schattenberg
AgriLife Extension expert: Treatment depends on mound location, situation
SAN ANTONIO – The recent rains have brought fire ants closer to the surface, both literally and as a
matter of concern for area property owners, said a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert based
in San Antonio.
“Rain doesn’t necessarily make fire ants more
abundant,” said Molly Keck, AgriLife Extension
entomologist and integrated pest management
program specialist for Bexar County. “They
were always there; they just weren’t as
noticeable. When it rains, the ground becomes
saturated and the fire ants move their colonies
higher, giving some people the impression there
are more of them than there were during dry
months.”
Keck said unless homeowners have been
treating regularly, it’s a safe assumption they
already have or will be getting at least one fire ant
mound in their yard.

People in South Central Texas and other parts of the
state are seeing more fire ant mounds after recent rains,
said Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
entomologist Molly Keck. (Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service photo by Dr. Bart Dreees)

“I have found mounds when weeding my garden,
in my vegetable beds, along the sidewalk, next to my newly planted fig tree and in the middle of the
yard,” Keck said. “They are huge, ugly, and look fairly ominous.”

Keck said there are many options for fire ant control, but the best option for control often depends on the
location of the mound. She said some of the most common situations, along with her suggestions for
control, are:
— Fire ants in vegetable gardens: There are limited options for control here, so if you are treating with a
pesticide, be very careful to read the label to make sure what you are using is safe for use around
vegetables. Boiling water and oils will work, but depending on how close that mound is to the plants,
you may kill some vegetable roots. “I suggest products containing spinosad as either a drench or bait, as
it is labeled for use in vegetable gardens,” Keck said.

13
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— Fire ants without visible mounds: Keck said baits are definitely the way to go here. If you can’t see
the mound, you can’t drench it properly. Ants take baits back into the nest and feed them to the other
ants, including the queen. Baits may take up to two weeks to work, so be patient.
— Fire ants in yards: Treat individual mounds and follow up a couple of days later with a broadcast
bait. You will eliminate or at least reduce the size of the mounds you treat individually, and the bait
will help keep the populations down and knock out the mounds that you didn’t see.
— Immediate treatment: If you’re having a party or outside gathering in a few days, or need to treat
quickly for some other reason, Keck suggested using broadcast granules or individual mound
treatments or both. If the ant population is really dense, treat individual mounds with a liquid drench
or a dust labeled for fire ants. Then use a broadcast granule treatment to provide a barrier to prevent
new mounds from popping up, as well as to treat any unseen mounds.
— Long-term fire ant management: If you want to avoid “emergency” fire ant treatments, it’s best to
have a treatment regimen and to use baits as the preferred method. If your fire ant populations are
fairly low to begin with, you can treat every six months. Treatments in the fall may result in no ants in
the spring, in which case you can eventually drop back to once every 12 months. If the mounds are
large and fire ant populations are dense, you may need to treat once, then again in six to eight weeks.
Then you can return to an every-six-months routine.
As with all pesticide use, she said, read the label first, apply only what is recommended and wear
protective clothing during application.
“Overall, I think the most effective and lasting results come from the use of fire ant baits,” she said.
“Baits are food to the ants, so they are attracted to it and take it back to the mound and share it with the
others. This means putting less pesticide into the environment while getting better long-term results.”
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:
Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge
Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1
Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2
Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3
Tommy Calvert,
Commissioner
Precinct 4

Join our
M as ter G ar dener G r oup o n
Facebook!
Click Here

Lawn & Garden Show Podcast
Click Here
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ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Please visit the new Bexar County Master
Gardeners website to get DETAILS on all the
latest, hottest news and upcoming
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! While at
the website, you can also check out the
Master Calendar for your future planning.

NEED TO REPORT YOUR HOURS?
Go To: www.bexarmg.org
Click on “Members”
Scroll down and click on “Report Your
Volunteer Hours”

The GARDENS and PLANT TRIALS at
THE SAN ANTONIO FOOD BANK
NEED YOUR HELP!
Click here to find out more!

Happy Birthday America!
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Announcements, Cont.

The Fall 2015 Children’s Vegetable Garden Program
Saturday mornings, August 22 – December 5 from 9 am to 12 pm
The Fall 2015 Children’s Vegetable Garden Program is accepting
applications beginning May 18 – Click Here to Register!

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
Ø San Antonio Botanical Garden
Greenhouse, Terrarium Ecosystem Program: contact SABOT Volunteer Coordinator, Veronica Dallahan
at 210-207-3261
Ø Children's Vegetable Garden Program
Contact Mary Fernandez at fernandez.m1978@gmail.com or Anne Marie Simmons at amsimmons@hotmail.com.
Ø San Antonio Food Bank Gardens
Saturday from 9am – 12pm. Click here for more information.
Ø Wounded Warrior Gardens
Tuesday contact: Melody McMahon at melodym1222@yahoo.com, Thursday contact:
joyce_dare@satx.rr.com.
Ø Earth Kind Speakers Bureau
Contact Sandy Justice at sandy@sandyjustice.com to get on the speaker request notification list.
Ø Helping Hands
Help BCMG with mailings or other work at MG office. Contact: Holly Julian at khollyj@satx.rr.com
Ø Plant Hotline
Our Plant Hotline answers phone and email questions daily. Contact Angel at matorres@ag.tamu.edu for
information.
Ø Plant Trials
Contact David Rodriguez at dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu to be contacted when help is needed for a project.

17
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to assist Bexar County
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education opportunities to the community in which we live.
Please feel free to contact the Board – or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

B C M G B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s M e e t in g

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 11, 2015

New Board members Numa Laiche and Ted Ritchie
were welcomed.
David Rodriguez: Earth-kind watermelon and
cantaloupe trials are underway; more help is needed
at the Food Bank gardens; Arctic Frost Satsuma was
named as Texas Superstar plant; reminder of
Extension’s Volunteer Breakfast.
Ruby Zavala: NISD Learning Tree program was
completed in May; Art in the Garden youth camp will
be on July 16, and summer JMG training will be July
28-30.
Barbara Lutz: Scholarship Committee reported the 2
recipients of the 2015-2016 BCMG scholarships; BOD
approved name tags like the interns for transfers, and
funds for new BCMG canopy and banners; MGs of
the month were named for the next 3 months; the July
General Meeting will have Bill Carr speaking on
restoration of plants at Bastrop State Park since the
fire.
Theresa Ford: Proposed budget discussion.
Anna Vogler: Earth-kind Water Conservation
Landscape classes will be held on July 11 and 25.
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President
Jack Downey
President@bexarmg.org
Vice President
Anne Marie Simmons
vp@bexarmg.org
Treasurer
Theresa Ford
Treasurer@bexarmg.org
Secretary
Numa Laiche
Secretary@bexarmg.org
Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org
Members-at-Large
Jamie Dailey
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ted Ritchie
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Barbara Lutz
PastPresident@bexarmg.org
To Send an E-mail to the entire Board
board@bexarcountymastergardeners.org
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Board of Directors Mtg., Cont.
Inez Ornales: Membership Volunteer Hours reports
were submitted.
Lou Kellogg: Composter Specialist Training will be
held at SABOT.

…Upcoming Meetings…
BCMG Ed. Seminar/Gen. Mtg.
Thurs., July 16, 6 - 8 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Ste. 208, San Antonio
Topic: Post-fire Vegetation & Flora of Bastrop State Park
Speaker: Bill Carr, Botanist for the Nature Conservancy
BCMG Ed. Seminars/Gen. Mtgs. are (usually) held on the
rd
afternoon of the 3 Thurs. every month. For more info., contact
Jack Downey: President@bexarmg.org

BCMG Board of Directors Meeting
Thurs., July 9, 4 pm – 6 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio
Meetings are held monthly. Members can request items
to be added to the agenda by emailing the President,
President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.
All members are welcome to observe the meetings,
however in order to accommodate seating, please email
the President, President@bexarmg.org that you will be
attending.

Bexar County Master Gardeners are
trained,
certified
volunteers who
support the educational horticulture
programs and Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension service in Bexar County. We
work with County Extension AgentHorticulture David Rodriguez to help
create and maintain gardens that
showcase plants for our area; help with
trial gardens and field research; share
planting, composting, and irrigation
methods; present information at garden
and trade events; answer horticultural
inquiries over the telephone; organize
and/or present educational programs to
various groups; introduce children to
gardens through programs in schools
and the Children’s Vegetable Garden;
and increase awareness of integrated
pest management, water conservation,
and other environmental stewardship
issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are
held in spring. Classes are usually be
held on Wednesdays from 12 pm to 4
pm. After acceptance into the program,
intern students are required to submit to
a background check, attend the 13-week
course, and complete 50 hours of
volunteer service within a year before
they are certified as a Master Gardener.
Lectures by experts in their field, handson activities, and field trips make up the
classroom experience. A large variety of
volunteer activities offered throughout
the year provide ample opportunity to
complete the service requirement. After
initial certification, Master Gardeners
are required to complete 30 hours of
service and 6 continuing education
hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the
Bexar County Master Gardener mission.
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From the Editor…
“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around
you. What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind of difference
you want to make.” – Jane Goodall

Plant nomenclature. Some plants, though
beautiful (or stunning) are labeled accordingly
with their scientific name and then referred to
more commonly with a rather unremarkable or
simple common name that can often be confused
with other plants (which is why we are highly
encouraged to use the scientific name). The
Dutchman’s Pipe, however, does not fall into
that category.
Over the past six months I have been attending
weekly to the container plants in the Sacred
Garden at the San Antonio Botanical Garden. As
the weather changes, so do the variety of plants
that make up their beautiful displays. However,
the Dutchman’s Pipe has really been a plant that
I have grown quite fond of tending because it is
not only the host plant of the Pipevine
Swallowtail butterfly, but its blooms are one of
the more unusual and aptly named plants that
I’ve seen. It’s one of those plants that make you
say, “Wow!” when you see it.
Dutchman’s
Pipe
(Aristolochia
macrophylla)
is
shaped
like
a
gentlemen’s
smoking pipe with a
unique bloom that
attracts pollinating
flies due to the odor
it emits, which is
similar to rotting
meat. The leaves are
© Kimber Briggs
heart shaped with a
pale green veiny appearance. It is suitable for
gardens in USDA zones 4-8 and prefers sunny to
partially sunny locations (although it will
tolerate shade) where soils are moist, but well
drained. Since it is a vine, it requires a vertical

20

© Kimber Briggs

structure (like a trellis) for support, but can be
allowed to cascade from a container with proper
pruning. Plant height is generally 15-30 ft. and
can spread 15-20 ft. Flowers bloom May through
June. During the
Victorian Era, this
plant was popular for
providing shade in
arbors and porches
due to the thick
canopy of leaves that
it will provide in a
single
season.
Additionally, due to
the pipe shape of the
flower,
it
was
© Kimber Briggs
thought
to
look
similar to a human fetus, and so was used
medicinally as an aid for childbirth – hence it’s
other common name of “birthwort”.
Besides providing a cool respite from a hot
sunny day, Dutchman’s Pipe also plays an
important role in being one of approximately 11
U.S. native varieties of pipevine (Aristolochia)
which are the host plant for the Pipevine
Swallowtail butterfly (Battus philenor). Part of
the joy of tending to this
plant
recently
was
watching
the
development of the
Pipevine
caterpillars,
which remind me of
aliens from a distant
planet.
They
are
VORACIOUS
eaters
(similar to the appetites
© Kimber Briggs
of human teenagers), so
be prepared to watch them munch through quite
a lot of foliage (it is recommended to grow
multiple vines!). However, the payoff is a garden

Vol. 25 Issue 7
Editorial, Cont.

full of beautiful Pipevine butterflies! As an added
bonus, our area is part of the Pipevine’s favored
range, with three or more broods produced
seasonally.

July 2015
butterflies, but, really, as gardeners we’re
ultimately looking for beauty, so to me there is
nothing more beautiful than a butterfly that has
alighted onto an equally beautiful favorite plant.
I hope this might encourage some of you to plant
some A. macrophylla, or another variety of
pipevine, to attract some additional beauty into
your garden.
Your Editor,
Kimber Briggs

© Kimber Briggs

According to an article reproduced from
American Butterflies magazine (Vol. 9: No. 2,
Summer 2001) on the North American Butterfly
Association (NABA) website, although Pipevine
Swallowtails had quite a large range during
Victorian times when Dutchman’s Pipe was a
popular garden plant, like many other species of
butterfly, its range has decreased over the years.
The NABA, through its “Pipe-dream Project”
would like to increase both the numbers and
range of the Pipevine Swallowtail by
encouraging gardeners to plant pipevine (similar
to the push for planting milkweed for the
Monarchs). Although Dutchman’s Pipe is an
eastern species of pipevine, there are several
pipevine species that can be found in a variety of
areas in Texas: Aristolochia tomentosa (Wooly
pipevine); A. Serpentaria (Virginia pipevine); A.
pentandra (Marsh’s pipevine); A. reticulate
(Texas pipevine); A. erecta (Swanflower
pipevine); A. coryi (Cory’s pipevine) – a Texas
species found in the Trans-Pecos and Edward’s
Plateau; and, A. wrightii (Wright’s pipevine).
Obviously, it is encouraged to plant native
varieties of pipevine to get the best results in
growth, however, although the A. macrophylla is
an eastern variety it has done quite well for me.
I know I started this article out about plant
nomenclature and then got into caterpillars and
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