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Bexar County Master Gardeners
President’s Message
Dear Master Gardeners –
Some wonderful fall weather has arrived just in time to get us in the holiday spirit…hopefully,
it will last for a while.
The Master Gardener Christmas Party will take place on Monday, December 5, at 6:00 pm in
the San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 North New Braunfels, SA, TX 78209. Please put this
important date on your calendar and join us as we celebrate the Holiday Season and another
year of important contributions to the gardening community.
I am proud to announce that our trial of the Volunteer Management System to record
volunteers for the Home and Garden Show, the Herb Market and the Monarch Festival was a
rousing success! We received many compliments on the ease of using the system and we want
to thank all the Master Gardeners who helped us test the system by signing up for shifts. We
intend to use the VMS for all future events and when an announcement of a volunteer
opportunity is announced in the e-Blast there will be a link to take you to the VMS calendar so
you can sign up for a shift or two or three…
Rodeo is growing closer! The first day of Rodeo is Thursday, February 9, 2017. A map of the
Lil’ Buckaroo Tent lay-out that we have designed with the Rodeo folks is included in this issue
of The Scion to give you an idea of what the inside of the tent will look like this year. Amy
Stubbs has patiently done an outstanding job of drafting the layout for us numerous times as
revisions were made…thanks, Amy!
The Lil’ Buckaroo Tent has moved. We will be located where the Lego Tent was last year (the
Lego tent was directly across from our tent last year). Our front door will be facing the Food
Court with our back to the parking lot. By making this move, both ends of the Food Court are
now open so people in the Food Court will be looking directly at our tent. This will greatly
increase our visibility to all the Rodeo go’ers and with our back to the parking lot it will be
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easier to pick up and drop off our Rodeo volunteers. Volunteer schedules for the Plant Sale,
Tree Give-Away, Youth Programs, Drivers and Clickers are being compiled. They will be
entered in VMS in early January so be blocking some dates on your calendar.
Our Spring Master Gardener Training class will be held Wednesday, February 22, 2017 to May
24, 2017. Class size is limited to 30 interns and a committee of Master Gardeners will again
interview all applicants. We expect the public announcement will be released December 1,
2016 with application cut-off of February 3, 2017.
Thanks for all you do…take care!
Jack D own ey, P resid en t
Bexar County Master Gardeners

Rodeo “Lil’ Buckaroo Tent” Layout Design

2

Vol. 26 Issue 11

November 2016

Bootanica!

Photos Contributed by Barbara Lutz

Margaret Bass

Donna Armstrong

Barbara Lutz & Pat Kempf

Twyla Benson

Paul Bauml & Ruby Zavala

Herb Market
Photos Contributed by Barbara Lutz

From Left to Right: (Photo 1) Kate Radomski; (Photo 2) Peggy Love, Jane Cobb, Nancy Black, LaVunn Mims;
(Photo 3) Marybeth Parson, Sherri McShane; (Photo 4) Peggy Love, Ben Wyatt
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From Left to Right: (Photo 1) Diane Surdi, Pat Lemly, Mabel Truman, Linda Myers; (Photo 2) Marlene Hawkins,
Doris Westbrook, Amy Stubbs; (Photo 3) John Maldonado

Left: Liz Campanella, Ruby Zavala

BCMG Hostess at San Antonio Garden
Center Meeting
Right: Barbara Lutz, Jamie Daily, Margaret
Bass, Marcia Rockne, Mary Quandt

Left:
Kick-off Breakfast at Valero for the Birdies
for Charity campaign – the only
fundraising effort of the year for the BCMG
Photo Contributed by Jack Downey
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Monarch Festival
Photos Contributed by Jack Downey

Pat Tiner & Linda Myers

Suzanne Watson, Mabel Truman &
Melinda Briley

Phil Hardberger Park
Photos Contributed by Jack Downey

New beds designed for drip irrigation at the
PHP Children’s Vegetable Garden for
homeschooled children.

PHP Children’s Vegetable Garden
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November Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”

www.thehillcountrygardener.com

Rain is usually adequate in November, but be
sure to check the soil often to keep it moist—not
sloppy wet, but moist. Many people consider fall
flowers and veggies better than the spring
versions of the same plants. The nights are
cooler and the plants get to rest at night as
opposed to the spring and summer when the
nights are almost as hot as the day. In this
situation the plants don’t get to rest at night.
Don’t forget to keep the weeds pulled; don’t
want them to get the jump on you.
Birds and Wildlife
• This is a great month for
hummingbirds.
• Goldfinches are back. Clean and fill
thistle feeders for their benefit.
Color
• It’s winter-annual time. Select from
pansies, spring bulbs, flowering kale,
dianthus, calendula, viola, Johnny jumpups, alyssum, and snapdragons.
• Be ready to move the bougainvilleas,
hibiscus, plumeria, purple fountain
grass, citrus, and mandevilla into the
greenhouse or garage.
• Fall asters are spectacular. Plant
them now for a good show next fall.
• Plant your wildflower seeds this

6

month.
• For some winter color, get an
amaryllis bulb or two and force them to
bloom.
Fruits and Nuts
• Pick up pecans as soon as possible
after they fall to the ground.
• Spray Kocide on peach and plum
trees to prevent bacterial diseases next
spring.
• When transplanting perennials, get
as much of the root ball as you can.
Ornamentals
• It’s a good time to plant irises,
daylilies, and other perennials.
• Divide
spring
and
summerflowering perennials during fall.
Shade Trees and Shrubs
• Do not fertilize or prune trees and
shrubs this month.
• If you’re going to plant a pecan tree,
consider Pawnee
• It’s a good time to plant containergrown shrubs for long-lasting color.
• If you plan to plant bare-root trees
or shrubs, prune the tops back at least
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one-third to one-half before planting.
• Deciduous trees drop their leaves in
the fall. Many of these trees have
beautifully-colored leaves before they
fall.
• After the leaves fall, it’s much easier
to see the pruning needs of your trees.
Turf Grass
• If you didn’t get your lawn fertilizer
down in October, do it now. Be sure it
says “Winterizer” or something like that
on the bag.
• Water the lawn only every 2-3 weeks
with ½ inch of water if we don’t get rain.
• Do not allow heavy accumulations of
leaves to pile up on the lawn area.
Vegetables
• Plant onion seeds and spinach in
November.
• Side-dress your cole crops and
onions.
• Plant radishes, carrots, beets, and
greens this month.
• Keep the soil moist in the vegetable
garden—not sloppy wet, just moist. .

Questions?
Write gardener@gvtc.com; to get a
complete
list,
go
to:
www.hillcountrygardener.com
and
click on “Publications.”

7

Vol. 26 Issue 11

November 2016

Thursday, November 17
6 – 8 pm
(6 – 6:30 Social Time followed by
Presentation)
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Ste. 208
1.5 CEUs

According to the National Park Service website for Big Bend National Park:
“Over 1,000 species of plants are found within Big Bend national Park – a surprising diversity considering the
unforgiving influence of a desert climate (even at the highest elevations), and an exceptionally rugged landscape
with imposing geological variations set on stone.”
C l a u d e T o w n s e n d will share his vast knowledge of the flora of the Big Bend Country with
us at this meeting. Claude is past owner of C&E Cactus & Things Nursery and past President of the San
Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Society and continues to raise and propagate cactus and other xerophytic
plants for his own landscape.
Come and learn all about “Big Bend Blooms” during this informative program. Claude will take
us on a virtual trip to west Texas, to a ranch near Sonora, and to his home landscape. Learn how to use
desert plants in your landscape while saving water. Plan to ask your questions any time throughout this
program.
Also, there will be flowering plants for sale for $3 per six-pack!
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Hello Fellow Master Gardeners,
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As the temperatures begin to cool down, I hope you have all been able to
work in either your own garden or one of the many gardens we help in
around the city. It’s one of the things we do best.
This month, I would like to share with you two major events that BCMG
supported. The first event was the San Antonio Fall Home & Garden Show
at the Alamodome from Friday, 30 September through Sunday, 2 October.
BCMG had a booth, manned with Master Gardeners to answer questions on
various horticultural topics and we also sold plants to help fund the
scholarship program. We sold over 22 flats of 4.5” pots of vegetables, herbs
and perennials as well as larger pots with cut flower Dianthus (Dianthus
barbatus) and Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa). Over the course of the
three days of the show, we sold $822.50 in plants, which isn’t bad at all
considering this year’s fall show was not as heavily attended as past fall
shows. We had five Master Gardeners who gave presentations on the
Garden Stage on various gardening topics to more than 100 people. There
were 46 Master Gardeners who helped with the preparation, set-up, the
actual event, and tear down, starting on Tuesday the 27th of September and
finishing on Monday, the 3rd of October. Thanks to all of you who helped in
any way, with this high visibility event.
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Right:
Judy Carmona, Ruben Lozano, Donna
Armstrong, Paul Bauml, and Paul
Forester setting up the plants.
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Left:
John Vann, Melinda Briley, Linda
Sierra, Peggy Love and Nancy Black on
the first day of the show.
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The second event was on Saturday, 1 October at the beautiful and historic Landa Library. This
new event was sponsored by SAWS and was called, “Designer Landscapes for Historic San
Antonio.” This was a free educational session that featured a panel of landscape architects and
landscape designers who led a discussion on how to make landscapes both beautiful and
water saving. BCMG had an information booth and answered many gardening questions. If
you have not yet had the pleasure of visiting this historic property, I highly recommend that
you take the time to go. It is truly one of San Antonio’s hidden gems, both inside and out. It
was exciting for BCMG to be part of this new event and we look forward to possibly
expanding our role in future years.
These two events are just highlights of our many activities. Thanks again to all of you who
helped with any BCMG event this year. This organization is great because of members like all
of you.

The Landa Library is located at 233
Bushnell SA 78212

Conservationally yours,
Anna Vogler
Water Conservation Coordinator
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Bexar County Master Gardener

Poinsettia Sale
All proceeds benefit Master Gardener Scholarships

Floral Quality Poinsettias

Order now for pick-up December 2 & 3

Grown by one of the largest growers in the area. Sold by florists and leading nurseries from $20 to $30

1-4 plants $15 each

5 or more plants $12 each (mix or match)
6 ½” pots with support rings; delivered in protective sleeves

Three Colors Available: Red, White, Variegated (pink and white)

Foil pot holders available for $1 (large) & 50¢ (small)

4 ½” red plants available for $5 each—great for gifts & arrangements
Orders must be placed by November 26.
We have limited quantities of some colors. ORDER EARLY
Drop off or mail your order & payment (checks payable to BCMG) to:
BCMG Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Ste 208, SA, TX 78230; Questions? Call 631-0404
PickORDER
-up at the FORM
BCMG OffAll
ice:orders
Fridaymust
, Decbe
. 4paid
, ?? &at
Satime
turdof
ay,order
Dec. 5, ??
1-4 plants $15 each; 5 or more $12 each; 4 ½” plants $5 each
Name__________________________________________________________
Telephone Number:__________________e-mail_______________________
Red _____

White _____

Variegated _________

4 ½ ”_________

Pot covers: gold_____ red_____ green_____@ $1.00

4 ½” green _____ @ .50

Lg. Plants ____ 4 ½” Plants _____ Lg covers______ Sm covers ____Total cost_______

Pick-up at the BCMG office: Friday, Dec. 2 (11 am-3 pm); Saturday, Dec. 3 (9-12am)
All orders MUST BE PICKED UP at the BCMG Office (3355 Cherry Ridge)
NO LATER THAN 12 NOON on Saturday, December 3.
We cannot be responsible for plants left after that time.
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MASTER GARDNER GARDEN STARS
Awards and Achievements of Our Fellow Master Gardeners

Congratulations to the following Bexar County Master Gardeners members who have completed
their Master Gardener certification in August and September!
They have earned the 2016 red jalapeno pin by submitting at least 30 volunteer hours and 6 CEU
credits. The pins are available at the monthly meetings or at the BCMG office. Please contact Susan
Noonan, susan.noonan@gmail.com with questions or other delivery options for the pin.

2016 BCMG Certification Pin

Sharon Kilmer

Jim Strong

Terri Bills

Michael Lapp

Pamela Taylor-Fryer

Linda Cace

Margie Larkin

John Tepera

Judie Lopez

Jesse Valdez

Billy McKenzie

John Vann

Corinna McKenzie

Ben Wyatt

Nancy Alford

Shirley Conrad
Lynn Cox
Don Crites
Karen Dawson
Joyce Felter

Linda McLaughlin

Judie Frisch

Mary Most

Hilma Gonzales
Olivia Gutierrez
Julie Hilberg
Owen Keiser

Ann Marie Pease
Oralia Quiroz
Anna Rascoe

This is the last report for 2016. Check the January 2017 Scion for the announcement of the 2017
Recognition Pin. Once the San Antonio Rodeo volunteers hours are submitted in March 2017, the
Membership Certification and Recognition announcement in the Scion will resume.
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Please join us for the
Bexar County Master Gardeners

Christmas and Member
Recognition Party
Monday, December 5th 6 - 9 pm
At the
San Antonio Garden Center
3310 North New Braunfels 78209

Come one and all...guests are welcome!
No payment required – It’s Free
We will recognize new active members and the top
2016 volunteers, distribute 5-10-15-20- 25 year
service pins and have fun for all. You will also have
the opportunity to pick your Rodeo shifts.
The party will be a POT LUCK SUPPER...BCMG will
provide meat and drinks. You are asked to bring the
following dishes according to your last name:

A to H - Hors d’oeuvres or Salad
J to P – Side Dishes
Q to Z – Desserts
Please RSVP by Nov 28 to event@bexarmg.org
Questions? Contact Jack at president@bexarmg.org.
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“Growing Healthy Communities Specialist Training:
AgriLife’s Latest Specialist Program”
On 15 June, I, along with two other Bexar County Master Gardeners, attended Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service’s newest three-day specialist program, “Growing Healthy
Communities,” in Corpus Christi, Texas. The Master Gardener “Growing Healthy Communities”
Specialist Program is “designed to train and certify Master Gardeners to become part of a state corps
of community garden educators whose goal is to teach others gardening practices to produce
healthy food options and increase physical activity.” This pilot program, “Healthy South Texas
2025,” aims to reduce preventable diseases like diabetes and their consequences by 25 percent in
South Texas by 2025 and improve public health through educational efforts. Holding the
educational training in Corpus Christ was appropriate considering Corpus Christi leads in the
nation in diabetes frequency and the 50+ targeted south Texas countries also had higher than
average occurrences of preventable diseases.
The “Growing Healthy Communities” focused educators on the value of community
gardening experiences for both youth as well as adults. The first part directed at youth is called,
“Learn, Grow, Eat & Go!” (LGEG). LGEG is the new research and evidence-based curriculum
project of the International Junior Master Gardener Program. The goal of LGEG is “to grow good
kids through an interdisciplinary program combining academic achievement, gardening, nutrientdense food experiences, physical activity, and school and family engagement.” One of the most
valuable lessons I gained at the specialist training was the knowledge of how important it is to
introduce children at a young age to new food experiences. Children do not necessarily need to
always like what they are eating, but introducing them to new foods is important for broadening
their acceptance in the future. Even George H.W. Bush said “I’m President, so no more broccoli.”
Well, maybe not the best example. In full disclosure, I have never eaten a beet, kohlrabi, parsnip,
rhubarb, and a dozen or more so called “common” vegetables, etc. and I only have eaten bok choy
and kale within the last few years. While my palate and tastes have likely changed significantly
since I was a child, I can’t help to think how differently I would have thought about food and where
it came from if I had to grow and eventually eat what I grew in my own personal or community
garden.
The second part is the “Growing and Nourishing Healthy Communities” (GNHC) program
which attempts to increase the availability of healthy foods, specifically fresh produce, through the
use of community gardens. Low-income households typically have diets less nutritious than those
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with higher incomes. Moreover, their diets are further complicated due to living in “food deserts”
where healthy foods are either high in cost and/or limited in availability. As an example, those
living in Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties in the Rio Grande Valley have a prevalence of
poverty 35% higher than state or national averages and more than one out of four residents reside in
“food deserts.” These economic and nutritional conditions are not necessarily restricted to the
Valley, as many of us are familiar in San Antonio itself.
Honestly, I attended the training because of its cost affordability ($50 training cost reimbursable
upon completion of the training). Compared to other Master Gardener Specialist Programs, this is
one of the most affordable programs available to the membership and, possibly, one of the most
important in terms of its educational outreach. To complete the 20 hours of service requirements, the
Master Gardener must: 1. Conduct one or more “Train the Trainer” events; 2. Conduct and evaluate
one LGEG program, or conduct one GNHC program; and 3. Prepare an interpretation of the
programs.
Although I had never been through the Junior Master Gardener (JMG) Specialist program, I think
participation and/or training in JMG programs will certainly help in implementing LGEG programs
in local educational, community and religious based youth programs. However, you need not be a
JMG Specialist…it helps, but it is not a requirement. The “Growing Healthy Communities” are
meant to be stand-alone programs with its own curriculum, training, and individual focus. Here in
San Antonio, Green Space Alliance has assisted in the development of nearly 40 community gardens
throughout the city where your assistance would greatly be appreciated. Even if you have gone
through the Master Gardener program, but are still nervous about participating in community
gardens, the training you could get through the “Growing Healthy Communities” Specialist
Program could assist you in your educational endeavors through organizations like Green Space
Alliance or the many local community gardens not formally affiliated with any organizations. Take
a chance on this latest AgriLife Specialist program…it is the most affordable specialist program out
there and, for some, maybe the most meaningful.

Texas Master Gardener Specialists are a corps of Master Gardeners who support and expand the Bexar County
educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.
Specialist training is designed to empower the Master Gardener with the knowledge and skills required to
effectively support designated programs or projects, to include administration of projects, training of Master
Gardeners, clientele presentations, and/or applied research and demonstrations.
Specialists have received a minimum of 16 hours of subject matter training: formal classroom training, field trips
and tours, mentoring by experts, and/or self-directed study. Following completion of the training requirement,
each individual has completed a minimum 20 hours of volunteer service in the designated program or project to
obtain this title of Master Gardener Specialist.
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Junior Master Gardener Page
Hello All! Welcome to the Junior Master Gardener Monthly Updates Page. Here you will find
what our special JMG trained volunteers and Bexar County Master Gardeners have done for the
Youth Gardens Program and some new volunteer opportunities with kids.

Learn Grow Eat and Go!
We have started our Learn Grow Eat and Go! Program!
Thank you so much to Barbara Burrell, Stephen Reyna,
Jennifer Sierra, Margaret Bass, and Ted Ritchie for
helping out at our Learn Grow Eat Go schools, Palo Alto
Elementary, Baskin Elementary, and Wrenn Middle
School. They have been assisting with the lessons and
garden activities with students. For more information
on how you can help too on our LGEG projects and
schools
contact
Ruby
Zavala
at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu

Bootanica at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens
Thank you so much Donna Armstrong, Twyla Benson,
Pat Kempf, Paul Bauml, Barbara Lutz, and Margaret
Bass for helping out at the Bootanica festival. We saw
263 families and did some cool hands-on activities
called name that veggie, terrarium necklaces, pumpkin
decorating, veggie stamps, and veggie sampling.

Herb Market at the Pearl Brewery
Herb Market 2016 was a blast! Thank you Sherri
McShane, Patty Lemley, John Maldonado, Amy Stubbs,
Melinda Briley, Marlene Hawkins, Mary Beth Parsons,
and Doris Westbrook for helping out at the Bexar
County Youth Gardens booth. They helped over 250 kids
pot up some catnip, mint, chocolate mint, and oregano.
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Forest Hills Library STEM Saturday
Thank you Mary Losleben and Margaret Bass for
helping out at the Forrest Hills Library STEM Saturday
event. We saw 18 families and talked to them about
parts of a flower and how to make terrarium necklaces.
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Enjoy a night of entomaphagy prepared by Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion’s Expanded Food and Nutrition Program’s chefs and Bexar County 4H Food Challenge Teams. Learn how insects are a sustainable form of agriculture and surprisingly enjoyable

culinary exper ience!

H osted at the Blue Star Brewing Co., thi s three course, 5 star, fi esta

inspired meal will be paired with an appropriate cocktail or locally brewed
beer and many ingredients grown locally at Texas A&M AgriLife Farms.

HOSTED BY:

COST: Individuals $50 or $75 per Couple
EVENT DATE: Thursday, November 3rd
TIME: 6:30‐8pm (cocktails and salsa bar 6:30‐7pm)
EVENT LOCATION: Blue Star Brewing Co.
1414 S. Alamo #105
REGISTER AT: agriliferegister.tamu.edu
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status.
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AgriLife Advice
Walnut caterpillars hit West Central Texas pecan trees
October 10, 2016

Damage looks worse than it is
Writer: Steve Byrns, 325-653-4576, s-bryns@tamu.edu
Contact: Dr. Charles Allen, 325-653-4576, ctallen@ag.tamu.edu
SAN ANGELO – Is your nut-laden pecan tree suddenly developing a “bald spot?” The culprit is probably the walnut
caterpillar, said a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service entomologist.
Dr. Charles Allen of San Angelo said he and his colleagues from Central and South Texas have been getting a
number of reports over the past few weeks of pecan trees suddenly being denuded.
“Walnut caterpillars are often mistaken for webworms, but they
don’t make a web, though they do a lot of the same things,” Allen
said. “They typically hit our region in the fall and are capable of
defoliating whole trees.
“That sounds pretty bad and it can be, or maybe not,” he said.
Allen said walnut caterpillars are fairly large, up to an inch or
more long, dark colored with lines down the body, and they are
very fuzzy or actually hairy. The caterpillars feed on the leaves of
pecan, hickory and walnut trees, which Allen said are all closely
related. The eggs are laid next to each other and are bright white
and reflective.
When the larvae hatch, they feed in a group for several days, he
said. The tree may look perfect with just a limb or two eaten
bare, which he says is not a major issue. But if the tree has lots
of egg clusters, chances are it will soon have lots of caterpillars
and more defoliation. Even then, the fall season during which
they usually hit Central Texas may be the saving grace.

A walnut caterpillar feeds on a pecan leaf. (Texas A&M
AgriLife photo by Steve Byrns)

“Major defoliation is always a concern, but depending on the time
of the year, may not be a big problem for the tree,” he said. “Before you risk falling off your roof trying to spray the
culprits, remember we’re getting to the point where it may not be as big an issue as it looks,” he said.
“That’s because the leaves become less and less functional as we move further into fall. They’re going to start
falling before long anyway, so it’s not going to hurt the tree if it loses its leaves as we go further into the fall, say mid
to late October for the central part of the state. We’re getting close to that point right now, so you may not need to
do anything to control the caterpillars.”
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For those who do want to apply some level of control, Allen
said observant homeowners can take advantage of the
caterpillar’ habits. As the caterpillars mature, they move
down the trunk of the tree, making them easier to spray.
“You can treat the caterpillars as they reach the rough bark
on the trunk,” he said. “That’s a whole lot easier than trying
to treat the whole tree.”
Hose-end sprayers using a contact insecticide approved
for walnut caterpillars are very effective, he said, though
the rate of delivery and other label information should be
closely adhered to.
“Caterpillar damage is mostly an issue of aesthetics at this
point because the pecan crop is pretty much made,” he
said. “At this time of year, the leaves are producing food
that goes back to the roots where it’s stored and will be
used next spring to push the buds and make the leaves.

Pecan leaves depict damage caused by walnut caterpillars. (Texas
A&M AgriLife photo by Steve Byrns)

“That’s really the biggest concern about major defoliation
now, it’s that energy storage component. But at this time, those leaves are storing less and less energy and since
the nuts are mature. In the mid fall, the food produced by the leaves is not going to the nuts themselves, but rather
the tree’s roots.
“A good way to scout for impending populations is to go out at night and shine a flashlight into the tree, and those
white egg masses will really shine,” Allen said. “So you can tell at night whether you have an egg-lay or not. After
the eggs have hatched, typically the caterpillars clump up on a few leaves and as they get a little older, they’ll
spread out from there.
“They are not poisonous and they don’t sting,” he said. “They are interesting because they react to any perceived
threat by raising their head and tail and wiggling threateningly, but it’s all just for show.”
Allen said they eventually metamorph into a distinctive, rather large brown-patterned moth.
“Having the caterpillars is an annual thing, but it’s not an annual thing everywhere,” he said. “It tends to be pretty
sporadic in this part of the world. Closer to the Gulf Coast, it’s more common every year. Fort Bend County
southwest of Houston seems to be an area where they show up every year in pretty high numbers, but not so much
in other parts of Texas.
“So if you must have a pest, this is not a bad pest to have, most of the time, because it attacks late in the season
when the leaves are about to lose their utility. And whether you do or don’t take an action to control them, it doesn’t
make much difference one way or the other when they occur late. As each day passes from now through the end of
October, those leaves are less and less valuable to the tree and most of the food storage we are looking for has
already happened.”
.

19

Vol. 26 Issue 11

Announcements

November 2016

ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Please visit the new Bexar County Master
Gardeners website to get DETAILS on all the
latest,
hottest
news
and
upcoming
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! While at
the website, you can also check out the
Master Calendar for your future planning.

All meetings are on a Thursday, alternating
monthly between afternoon (1 – 3 pm) and
evening meetings (6 – 8 pm).

Veterans
Day

* * UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES * *

November
11

THIS MONTH – On Nov.
at 6 pm, CLAUDE
TOWNSEND will give a presentation on “Flora
of the Big Bend Country.”
17th

NEXT MONTH

Join our
M as ter G ar dener G r oup o n
Facebook!

BCM G Holiday

Click Here

P art y!
D ec . 5 , 6- 9 p m

Log Your Hours NOW!

L awn & G arden S how Podca st
Click Here

Step 1: Go to www.bexarmg.org
Step 2: Click on “Members” and then “Report
Your Volunteer Hours.”
If you haven’t turned in your volunteer hours and
CEUs, please do so at your earliest convenience.
December is right around the corner and we don’t
want to lose you for not submitting your hours on
time. Getting reinstated will “cost you” not 30 vol.
hrs. – but 50 vol. hrs. in one year and plus the cost
of a background check. REPORT YOUR HOURS
TODAY!
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Remember:
Turn Your
Clocks Back
One Hour on
November 6!
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Ongoing & Seasonal Volunteer Opportunities
COMMUNITY GARDENS (Code 400)
Green Space Alliance (Code
401) Knowledgeable gardeners are wanted to
regularly serve as garden mentors and
occasionally help with special gardening
projects.
Contact: Tia Moen, Community Outreach
Manager at tia@greensatx.org
Location: Varies
Website:
https://www.greensatx.org/upcomingevents/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/
or www.meetup.com/San-Antonio-CG/
Haven for Hope (H4H) (Code 402) BCMGs
have been helping to maintain the H4H
vegetable and butterfly gardens. Also
looking for a few individuals to assist with
garden chores and who are available on
Tuesday mornings between 811am. Additional times and dates are
established as needed. There are two steps
required to become a Haven for Hope
volunteer as described at the website
below. Please inform the staff you are a
Master Gardner and are interested in helping
in the garden.
MG Contact: Andrew Waring at
bcmg58@gmail.com
Location: 1 Haven for Hope Way, San
Antonio, TX 78207
Website: http://www.havenforhope.org/ne
w/volunteers.aspx

Herff Farm (Code 403) Volunteer to plant
and maintain gardens used for inspiring the
public to garden. Teach different ways to
garden and how to do it
organically. Workdays are
Tuesday afternoons and Thursday mornings
(email Shanna Ciano for exact times);
Saturdays from 9am-1pm greet visitors and
answer their gardening questions.
MG Contact: Shanna Ciano at
shannac@beecreek.net
Location: 33 Herff Road, Boerne TX 78006
Website: http://www.cibolo.org/difference/
vol_section/
SA Food Bank Gardens (Code 404) Help
plant, maintain and harvest the gardens at
SA Food Bank. For more information, check
out the SA Food Bank Guide for Garden
Volunteers at the website below.
MG Contact: Ted Ritchie at
tnritch@gmail.com or call: 210-744-4220
Location: 5200 W Old US Hwy 90, San
Antonio, TX 78227
Website: http://safoodbank.org/steps-tovolunteer/
Schultze Cottage (Code 405) In past years,
the Hemisfair Park Cottage was a centerpiece
of Master Gardener demonstration gardening
and a gardening gift shop. Consider rolling
up your sleeves and working to renew and
maintain our cottage as part of San Antonio’s
redeveloping Hemisfair Park.
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MG Contact: Jack Downey at
bcmgjack@gmail.com
Location: 514 Hemisfair Park, San Antonio,
TX 78205
Wounded Warrior Gardens (Code 406) Join
the folks who maintain very special gardens
for our seriously injured warriors. These
gardens are designed to offer therapy as well
as beauty.
MG Contact: Joyce Dare at
joyce_dare@satx.rr.com
Location: Warrior & Family Support Center,
Bldg. 3628 Rawley E. Chambers Rd., Fort
Sam Houston, TX 78234
YOUTH PROGRAMS (Code 980)
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ SABOT
(Code 980a) All interested and curious
volunteers welcome for Fall and Spring
programs at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden CVG!
MG Contacts: Mary Fernandez at
fernandez.m1978@gmail.com, or John Mayer
at JMayerUDRetired@yahoo.com, or David
Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu SABOT Contact:
Volunteer Coordinator Nadezhda Garza at
ngarza@sabot.org or call 210-207-3261 or 210536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
Websites: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/childrens-vegetable-gardenprogram/ https://www.facebook.com/Bexa
rCountyYouthGardensProgram
https://bexaryouthgardens.wordpress.com/
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ Hardberger
Park (Code 980a) The Phil Hardberger Park
Children’s Vegetable Garden is busy with
new classes of children planting delicious
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seasonal vegetables. The garden could use
more volunteers in a variety of jobs. The
Hardberger Park CVG works with the
children on Tuesday mornings, and always
needs MGs for the Watering Team.
MG Contact: Mary Cross at
mary.cross63@yahoo.com
Location: 1021 Voelcker Lane, San Antonio,
TX 78248
Website: https://www.philhardbergerpark.o
rg/events/kid-friendly-events/childrensvegetable-garden/1376-cvg-season-2
Junior Master Gardener (JMG) Activities
(Code 980c)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala
at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
School Gardens (Adopt-a-School) (Code
980d)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala
at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
Terrarium Project (Code 980b) Work with
children on an age-appropriate, TEKS-based
lessons, building a terrarium to keep, and
touring the Conservatory. Training is
provided.
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio, TX
78209
Youth Speakers Bureau (Code 980g) Take
fun gardening activities (insects –– plants ––
soils) to a youth garden class!
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala
at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
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ADDITIONAL GARDENING
OPPORTUNITIES…
MG Helping Hands (Code 304) Help BCMG
with mailings or other work at our office.
MG Contact: Holly Julian at
khollyj@satx.rr.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
MG Hotline (Code 503) The BCMG Plant
Hotline answers phone and email questions
daily. It is a very good way to learn about a
variety of gardening topics. For those of us
who don’t tolerate heat well, it’s great!
MG Contacts: Jim Strong,
jrstrong44@gmail.com and Anne Goode,
buagoode@outlook.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/bexar-county-master-gardenerhotline/
MG Speakers Bureau (Code 900) The
Speakers’ Bureau needs your help! Join the
speaker request notification list to volunteer
as a Speaker (Codes: 902=preparation;
903=presentation; 904=tear down), or as
a Speakers Bureau assistant to accompany
each speaker on their engagement to manage
handouts and sign-in sheets, and to return
completed sign-in sheets to the BCMG office
(Code 901).
MG Contact: Karen Gardner
at karen.gardner@bexarmg.org or call 210571-3903
Location: Varies
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/educational-program/

MG Training Class (Code 202) Tell Lou you
would like to serve as a mentor for intern
class participants!
MG Contact: Lou Kellogg,
bexarmg1@gmail.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Websites: http://www.bexarmg.org/about/
35-2/ and http://www.bexarmg.org/getinvolved/
Plant Trials (Code 950d) Email David to be
added to a list of MGs who will be contacted
directly when help is needed for a project.
Contact: David Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu
Locations: Food Bank, San Antonio Botanical
Gardens and others as identified.
San Antonio Botanical Garden (Code
800) Master Gardeners can participate in
Plant Propagation (Code 801) working in the
SABOT greenhouse under the direction of
Mary Irish, or in General Gardens Help
(Code 802) which includes various seasonal
gardening chores (watering plants, cleaning
up plants, dead leaves, deadheading,
pruning, etc.).
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415 for day and
time information.
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to
assist Bexar County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education
opportunities to the community in which we live. Please feel free to contact the Board
– or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

Minutes - BCMG Board of Directors Meeting October 20, 2016
Call to Order
• Meeting called to order by Jack Downey, October 20, 2016, 3:00 p.m.
• Board Members present: Jack Downey (President), Ruben Lozano (Vice
President), Lori Bindseil (Treasurer), Sherry Cantrell (Secretary), Ann Marie
Pease (Member at Large).
• Absent Board Members: Robbie Farmer (Member at Large), Inez Ornelas
(Membership).
• Other Attendees: David Rodriguez (CEA), Lou Kellogg (Director of
Education), Anna Vogler (Water Conservation), Barbara Lutz (Past
President), Ruby Zavala (Youth Program Coordinator).
Minutes for September BOD Meeting
• September meeting minutes were distributed via email September 9. Due
to a quorum not being present at the beginning of meeting, minutes were
not approved. Approval has been deferred until next month.
CEA Report - David Rodriguez
• David reported that the Vegetable Specialist Training scheduled October
17-19, 2016, had been cancelled due to workload. He complimented the
Master Gardeners for all the work they are doing in the community and
wanted everyone to know how much he appreciated all the support that is
given to the AgriLife projects and community outreach.
• The Spring 2017 Master Gardener training class is scheduled to begin
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 thru May 24, 2017 (a total of 14 classes).
Angel is ﬁnalizing the speaker availability and the class will be announced
on December 1. Application period will run from December 1st 2016 to

February 3rd, 2017. Two classes will be held on Thursday instead of
Wednesday due to speaker schedules for Dottie Woodson (March 23,
2017) and Baron Richter (April 20, 2017). Master Gardeners will conduct
interviews of the applicants to select the participants; class size is limited
to 30 interns.
Page 1 of 5, October 20, 2016 Minutes
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Youth Program Coordinator Report - Ruby Zavala
• Ruby briefed the board on the meetings with our Rodeo representative,
Mark Hansen, and the Public Affairs and Family Affairs representatives.
The meetings have been very productive and a design of the tent displays
has been agreed upon. An EBlast notice has been released asking for MG
volunteers to assist in creating the displays for the kiosks inside the tent.
• Ruby announced that, unfortunately, the Rodeo has decided to cease
funding the MGs for participation in the Rodeo. David has briefed Mark on
the impact of that decision, and Mark is going back to the Rodeo to
attempt to reverse the decision. But, right now, it appears we have no
funding to create and build the usual Rodeo displays that have been so
well received at past Rodeos.

• A discussion ensued as to whether or not MG participation in the Rodeo

enhances the MG mission of educating our community. General
agreement seemed to be that if the Rodeo persists in refusing to provide
funding, the MG participation in the Rodeo will probably come to an end.
Alternatives are seeking a stand-alone tent on the Concourse to sell
plants and the Rodeo Tomato.

Water Conservation Report - Anna Vogler
• Anna reported on a meeting with SAWS. SAWS has advised they will be
announcing a rain barrel coupon program November 1st, using monies
they were holding in reserve for a drought. Consumers will be offered a
rain barrel for $20. SAWS would like BCMG to participate in the program
and provide the educational component to the customers when they pick
up their barrels. SAWS will deliver and unload the barrels at the sites, and
BCMG will be involved with the distribution when the customers pick up
their barrels at previously arranged times (group appointments). The
window of time for educating the customers will be brief. Distribution of
the barrels is expected to begin in January.
• Anna reported she is moving forward with plans to hold workshops with
various HOA/neighborhoods.
• Home & Garden Show: Plant sales were over $800, with all plants
being sold. Anna has been told a few more parking passes will be
Page 2 of 5, October 20, 2016 Minutes
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provided next year, along with a big screen. Since the total number of
passes will still not be enough to provide to all volunteers, Barbara
suggested we consider longer shifts to reduce the number of
volunteers.
Membership Report- Inez Ornelas (not present)
• Jack reported that Inez provided the latest membership report, however,
many present indicated they are not receiving the reports. Jack advised he
would check into the distribution.
Treasurer’s Report - Lori Bindseil
• Lori advised the Income statement is broken down by event. While we are
still in the red, this month was actually in the black.
• A concern was raised regarding our ﬁnances and how we can improve our
ﬁnancial position. A discussion then ensued regarding the idea of
initiating yearly membership dues. While it was noted that it might cause
a few members to drop their membership, all present agreed that having
membership dues is common practice in membership organizations such
as ours. Some amounts were discussed, e.g. $25/year, which is little
more than $2 a month. Also mentioned was that new interns should be
exempt from paying dues the year of their class. Jack agreed to
investigate and report back what other large MG organizations are doing
in respect to dues.
• Reuben reported he has checked into current CD rates with local ﬁnancial
institutions. A few credit unions (e.g. Security Service, Randolph Brooks)
are currently offering better rates than the banks. He brieﬂy reviewed the
laddering plan discussed at the last meeting. All agreed we should move
forward with the laddering plan and secure the CDs from institutions
offering the best rates at the time of purchase.

Page 3 of 5, October 20, 2016 Minutes
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Old Business
• Herb Market: Barbara reported the event went well and that the location
we had was ideal. Ruby had a total of about 250 kids for her potting
activity. All plants were sold and sales totaled $693, with a cost of $250
for the plants.
• Texas Search for Excellence Awards: After discussing potential entrants
for the various award categories, the following decisions were reached:
Youth-LGEG; Project-Phil Hardberger Park program; Educational
Program-Speaker’s Bureau; Written Education-Facebook; Research-Herb
Trials (Don Crites); Marva E. Beck JMG Leader of the Year-Ruby Zavala;
Outstanding Individual Master Gardener-Anna Vogler.
New Business
• Poinsettia Sale: Event is getting organized. Order form has been prepared.
• VMS: Jack advised the VMS system has been received well by the
membership and appears to be working as hoped. Barbara expressed a
concern there is not a way to communicate or send a notiﬁcation to all
the volunteers of an event at one time. Some thought there was a way to
do this. Jack said he would check into it.
• Christmas Party: The date for the party will be Monday, December 5..
• The next BCMG meeting: The speaker will be Claude Townsend and the
topic will be cactus.
• Master Gardener of the Month: The Board decided to improve the process
of selecting MG of the Month by working ahead and selecting several at
this month’s meeting. This will allow more time for the nominee to be
contacted and interviewed in time for publication of the Scion. The
following selections were made: November-Ann Vargas; Decemberdeferred until the next board meeting; January-Inez Ornelas; FebruaryFacebook team.
President’s Report - Jack Downey
• Jack suggested that, whenever possible, we schedule the monthly board
meetings to coincide with the BCMG monthly meetings (either prior to or
after). All present agreed with the idea.
Page 4 of 5, October 20, 2016 Minutes
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Upcoming BOD Meeting
• Date and time for next BOD meeting is November 17, 2016, 3:00 p.m
Adjournment
• Meeting adjourned by Jack Downey, October 20, 2016, 5:00 p.m.

Sherry Cantrell

Jack Downey

Secretary

President

Page 5 of 5, October 20, 2016 Minutes
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:
Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge
Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS
President
Jack Downey
President@bexarmg.org
Vice President
Ruben Lozano
vp@bexarmg.org

Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2

Treasurer
Lori Bindseil
Treasurer@bexarmg.org

Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3

Secretary
Sherry Cantrell
Secretary@bexarmg.org

Tommy Calvert,
Commissioner
Precinct 4

Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org

BCMG Board of Directors
Meeting
Thurs., Nov. 17, 3 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio

Meetings are held monthly. Members can
request items to be added to the agenda by
emailing the President,
President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days prior
to the meeting date.

Members-at-Large
Robbie Farmer
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ann Marie Pease
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Barbara Lutz
PastPresident@bexarmg.org
To Send an E-mail to the entire Board

All members are welcome to observe the
meetings, however in order to
accommodate seating, please email the
President that you will be attending.
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Registration is Open for the 2017 International Master Gardener Conference!
July 10-14, 2017
Portland, OR – Oregon Convention Center
We’re offering lots of choices for the 2017 International Master Gardener Conference: 44
concurrent session classes and 16 tours to choose from; extra events such as the opening reception
and 3 movies in a film festival. With this many choices, it can take some time to consider your
choices and register.
Some hints to make your registration process a bit easier:
For Conference Attendees

First: Register for the conference: registration is being handled by OSU Conference Services. You
can register online, or can register directly by calling OSU conference services.
Use the IMGC Registration Planning Guide to help you choose your sessions and tours. You
might also want to check out the 2017 IMGC at a Glance.
Take a look at Registration Categories and Prices.
Don’t forget conference add-ons, such as the film festival and opening reception.
Make sure to consider which tours you would like to attend, during the conference, when
choosing session.
Next: Reserve your hotel room: Our conference hotels are the Doubletree Portland and the
Crowne Plaza. A third hotel, the Inn at the Convention Center, may have reservation
codes available, shortly.
Finally: Register for a Tour: We’re offering a total of 16 unique, fun and educational tours. From a
pre-conference tour through the lava fields of Central Oregon, to full day tours to the
Columbia Gorge or Willamette Valley, or half day tours of Portland’s green and quirky side ~
you’re sure to find a fun trip, where you can enjoy Oregon beyond the Convention Center,
and make new friends along the way.
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Master Gardener of the Month
By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

Our Master Gardener for the Month of November is A n n V a r g a s
and she will be featured in the December issue of the Scion. Our Master
Gardener of the Month writer, Ann Marie Caldwell, is taking a little
vacation break this month!

What is a Master Gardener?
Bexar County Master Gardeners are trained, certified volunteers who support the educational
horticulture programs and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension service in Bexar County. We work with
County Extension Agent-Horticulture David Rodriguez to help create and maintain gardens that
showcase plants for our area; help with trial gardens and field research; share planting, composting,
and irrigation methods; present information at garden and trade events; answer horticultural inquiries
over the telephone; organize and/or present educational programs to various groups; introduce
children to gardens through programs in schools and the Children’s Vegetable Garden; and increase
awareness of integrated pest management, water conservation, and other environmental stewardship
issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are held in spring. Classes are usually be held on Wednesdays from
12 pm to 4 pm. After acceptance into the program, intern students are required to submit to a
background check, attend the 13-week course, and complete 50 hours of volunteer service within a year
before they are certified as a Master Gardener. Lectures by experts in their field, hands-on activities,
and field trips make up the classroom experience. A large variety of volunteer activities offered
throughout the year provide ample opportunity to complete the service requirement. After initial
certification, Master Gardeners are required to complete 30 hours of service and 6 continuing education
hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the Bexar County Master Gardener mission. We are “hands-on”
gardeners who are interested in sharing all aspects of gardening with anyone who will listen.
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From The Editor…

“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” – Jane Goodall

BALANCE
November is a month that we generally associate with the beginning of the “big” holiday season
encompassing Thanksgiving, Christmas (Hanukkah, Kwanzaa) and then the ending of one year and the
celebration of a new one. I’m sure I’m not alone in finding this time of year to be fun, but also extremely
stressful. My remedy in the past for at least trying to relieve some of the stress (without imbibing in too
much holiday eggnog) is trying to remain organized with numerous lists in order to stay “on track.”
However, I’ve found that lists have a kind of magical property in being able to generate more lists and
pretty soon, I’m feeling very overwhelmed. However, this year, I’m trying a new strategy – balance. All
“work” and no “play” makes for a very stressed out holiday season.
It seems that as I’ve gotten older, instead of having less to do, I have more to do. As much as I would
love for all the new technical gadgets we all “have” to use in order to keep up with an increasingly fastpaced world, I’m finding that these “helpful and necessary” devices and information systems – the
iPhone (and Siri), the iWatch, the iPad, (apologies to Microsoft users) the computer, the internet, email,
the thousands of channels on TV, Amazon Prime’s “Echo,” thermostats controlled by an app on your
phone, watering schedules controlled by an app on your phone, (and all kinds of other things controlled
by an app on your phone), your calendar and appointments continually sending you “reminders” from
your phone, text messages from friends and family, and on and on and on…are doing the opposite of
what I think, at least, they were designed to do: save time and reduce stress – make your “life” run
smoother and more efficiently. I don’t know about you, but in my world the only thing all this
equipment and volumes of information has done for me is either create more time for me to do even
more stuff, or rob me of time due to information overload – frankly, I’m exhausted!
So, this year, I’ve decided that rather than see how much I can get done in the most efficient way
possible using all of the above, hence freeing up more time to do yet more “stuff,” I’m going to try and
be a little more “balanced” with my use of all the electronic equipment that was supposed to make my
life easier. I’m unplugging.
The only “lists” I’ll be making in the next couple of weeks have to do with getting outdoors to do some
hiking and backpacking. Then, I’ll be driving off into the sunset on a road trip to go visit a friend for a
week and purposely not worry about whether or not I’m going to get “it” all done in time for the
holidays. When I return home, I plan on spending some time gardening (another much overdo and
neglected hobby I enjoy).
It seems my mother and my grandmother always managed to get it all done when the holidays rolled
around and they didn’t have ANY of the aforementioned electronic “help.” And, the holidays turned out
wonderful despite the lack of being told when and what to do by an app, an “expert” on the Internet, or
someone on social media.
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From The Editor…Cont.
So, I hope you’ll consider doing the same. Or, perhaps just getting outside to do some fall gardening
without your cell phone in your pocket. Maybe spend some time with your children or grandchildren
taking a walk in one of the many beautiful parks we have here in San Antonio and enjoying the
(somewhat) cooler weather and actually talk to one another face to face rather texting or Facebooking
about what’s happening in your world. Find a big, old tree and sit under it and read a book (a REAL
one that has real pages) or write in your journal (with a pen!) or take a nap in a hammock….I think, in
the end, it will actually make you feel pretty good – and definitely more relaxed. If nothing else, you
may gain a renewed appreciation for the simple things in life that are always there for us to go back to
and give us a feeling of balance and gratitude – without being “told” or “reminded” of when or how
to do it.
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Your Editor,
Kimber Briggs
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