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Bexar County Master Gardeners

President’s Message
Dear Master Gardeners,
We did it!
Another successful San Antonio Rodeo through the efforts of more than a third of our Master
Gardeners. It is even more meaningful considering that while the large volunteering effort at
Rodeo was ongoing with the Construction crews, Lunch Ladies, Van Drivers, Plant Sales,
Youth Activities, Greeters and Tree Give-Away, other dedicated Master Gardeners were
preparing for and executing: the Spring Orientations for the Hardberger Park Children’s
Garden and the San Antonio Botanical Center Children’s Vegetable Garden, the Spring
Home & Garden Show, Monarch Festival at the Zoo plant sales, submitting nominations for
the Texas Master Gardener Association state-wide Awards Program, interviewing applicants
for the Bexar County Master Gardener Training Class 61 and ensuring a good first day kickoff for the class on February 22nd. With the addition of Intern Class 61, we now have 289
Master Gardeners. I’m exhausted just reading what we accomplished in the month of
February.
Ruben Lozano, our Vice President, is chairing our Nominating Committee for the upcoming
June elections with the new board members taking their seats in July. We need folks to
seriously consider stepping forward and taking an active leadership role in our organization.
So far, no one has raised their hand for the President position – a critical leadership seat for
the continued success of the Bexar County Master Gardeners. Please think about it and help
us maintain our stellar position as one of the leading Master Gardener chapters in Texas.
Ann Marie Pease led the effort to turn our $1,000 Firespring Foundation grant into $10,000 a
month of free advertising for the Master Gardeners on Goggle. Lisa Nixon is working with
the Firespring Foundation to enhance our Facebook page and is exploring other possible
social media options. So you will see some neat changes soon. Ann Marie is also in the
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process of uploading our apparel catalog, price list and order form to our website. And, we
have an effort underway to set up an on-line payment system for dues, apparel, etc., and to
accept credit card payments at our plant sales. More to come!
On our financial side, we had over $12,200 plant sales at the Rodeo, $1,058 at the Home &
Garden Show and scheduled participation in the Monarch Festival at the Zoo where we will
sell butterfly milkweed, nectar and pollinator plants. SAWS paid the Master Gardeners to
distribute SAWS informational sheets at the Rodeo, responded to our grant submittal with a
significant award for the Schultze House garden and is still computing the payment owed to
us for our assistance in the rain barrel distribution in January.
Thanks to everyone for all the hard work as we continue to demonstrate our dedication to our
community.
Jack Downey, President
Bexar County Master Gardeners

Adios Rodeo 2017!
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Spring Vegetable Seminars in March
**Two helpers needed at each location**
Master Gardeners attending these seminars
earn 1 CEU for each hour

Saturday, March 11
10:30 to 12 noon
Milberger’s Landscape Nursery
Spring Vegetable Seminar
Thursday, March 16
7 -9:00 pm
Arrive early for parking and have dinner before
the presentation
Blue Star Brewery and Restaurant
Spring Vegetable Seminar
Saturday, March 18
10:30 to 12 noon
Fanick’s Garden Center
Spring Vegetable Seminar
David driving the forklift to put our display
materials in storage at the Rodeo

If you didn’t get a chance to
help at Rodeo…

Saturday, March 25
10:30 to 12 noon
The Garden Center on Bandera Road
Spring Vegetable Seminar

This Thursday, March 2 starting at 8:30 AM till
about 11:30 AM is your chance to help out!
Help is needed to rogue out off colored bluebonnets
from the red bluebonnet “Mother Bed,” weed the
bluebonnet beds and if time allows with enough
help, to trim back some of the herbs on our EarthKind Herb Trial at the San Antonio Food bank.
The San Antonio Food Bank is located at 5200 West
Old US Hwy. 90, San Antonio, TX 78227 (map).
We will be at the backside of the Food Bank, across
the street at the Farm located between Bay Valley
Foods and the Animal Care Shelter.

CONTACT:
David Rodriguez
County Extension Agent
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu

Wear appropriate work shoes; bring gloves, any
extra hand pruners, head shears, grubbing hoes and
any extra helpers, too.
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Master Gardener of the Month
By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

John Maldonado, our Master Gardener
for the month of
March,
is
a
graduate of our
most recent class
of
Master
Gardeners, but he
is
already
so
involved in a
wide variety of
volunteer
activities that he
puts
many
seasoned Master
Gardeners to shame. John has a great zest for
life. He rises each morning at 4 a.m. looking
forward with childlike anticipation to what
each day will bring. How many of us can say
the same?
John’s interest in gardening goes back to his
childhood roots in Del Rio, where he helped
his grandparents with their chicken farm and
small orchard of fruit trees. He remembers
collecting eggs and then droppings, which
were used to fertilize his grandmother’s
garden and orchard.
From this early
experience was born John’s lifelong passion for
gardening, first as a means to a beautiful
landscape, but now with his new experience as
a Master Gardener, also as a means to a
bountiful harvest for the table.
John has always looked for excitement in his
life and has never avoided danger in his quest
to find it. As a young man, he dropped out of
college to join the army during the Vietnam
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War. While in Vietnam, he served as a radio
operator shadowing the troops in the field.
After two tours of duty in Vietnam, John
returned to civilian life, finished his college
degree, and decided to join the FBI. However,
his lack of experience in law enforcement was a
serious drawback to that career. John was told
to go to the Police Academy and to come back in
three years, advice which he heeded. After
three years with the San Antonio Police
Department, he received a call from the FBI.
Yes, they recognized John’s drive and
dedication and now, with his law enforcement
background, they were ready to welcome him
into their organization. John spent four years as
an FBI agent and probably would have spent
the rest of his professional life with that
organization had not a chance investigation into
the theft of railroad merchandize intervened to
derail his whole career trajectory.
John saw in the railroad a chance to fulfill his
lifelong dream of freedom and adventure. His
next 38 years with the Southern Pacific, later to
become the Union Pacific, Railroad were years
of unimagined excitement and adventure. John
started out working in the railroad yard and
gradually worked his way up to the position of
Locomotive Engineer.
John describes in
glowing terms the freedom and excitement he
felt driving a powerful train seventy mph
through the vast plains of Texas, where he
witnessed
beautiful
scenery,
spectacular
sunrises and sunsets, and sometimes the
crystalline beauty of fields covered with newly
fallen snow. He likens his adventure to that of
the cowboy on the open range. And, just as the
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cowboy encounters unforeseen dangers, so
does the Locomotive Engineer, but of an
entirely different nature. The most troubling
of these misfortunes are those involving people
who use the swift moving trains as a quick and
easy means to end their lives. But even more
troubling are the unexpected and unavoidable
dangers of the vehicles, sometimes large semis
carrying loads such as large pipes, stalled on
the tracks. Although John was never injured
on the job, he knows of other engineers who
have been.
After the excitement of a career with the
railroad, one would think that retirement
would be a letdown. Not so, according to
John.
Gardening is just as exciting as
railroading, only in a very different way. First,
there is the excitement of meeting new and
interesting people in the fellow volunteers he
encounters and in the people he helps to
engage in good gardening practices. Then
there is the excitement of learning new skills.
John has not been satisfied with the skills he
learned
during
his
Master
Gardener
certification course, but has expanded upon
them by taking specialist training in
composting and in Texas Superstars. Then
there is the excitement that comes with each
new volunteering adventure.
John has an unusually long list of volunteering
activities for someone who has just recently
received his certification. He works at the
Schultz House, where Master Gardeners are
using Texas Superstars to attract Monarch
Butterflies to the gardens that are part of a
project to turn the land around the Schultz
House into a Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary. He
volunteers at the Children’s Garden, where he
is able to see his own excitement for gardening
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mirrored in the faces of the children he
mentors. John was the Rodeo Construction
Coordinator for the Master Gardener exhibits
at the 2017 San Antonio Stock Show and
Rodeo. He also worked on construction and
set-up at last spring’s Festival of Flowers, and
he helps David Rodriguez with the trial
plantings at the Food Bank gardens. As a
compliment to his work with the Bexar County
Master Gardeners, John has also completed
training as an Alamo Area Master Naturalist
and now works on refurbishing the trails at
Fredericks Wilderness Park and at controlling
invasive plants at the University of the
Incarnate Word Headway Sanctuary. Both
John and his wife Linda are active in the Herb
Society, and John is also is a member of the
Gardening Volunteers of South Texas.
Finally, John finds excitement in turning an
unproductive piece of earth into a beautiful
and bountiful garden or landscape. He finds
challenges in coaxing children into eating the
healthy plants that they grow. He feels the
excitement that all gardeners feel, especially in
the spring, when they turn over and put seeds
and seedlings into fallow earth, pull up the
invasive weeds that cover a once beautiful
flower or vegetable bed, and prune back the
ugliness of dead, dying and diseased limbs of
trees and bushes. John delights in the thrill all
gardeners feel when they work to renew the
earth and return it to the beauty that God
originally intended. John experiences not only
excitement but also joy in being a good steward
of the earth and in encouraging others to join
him in this adventure.
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March Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”

www.thehillcountrygardener.com

March is a major gardening month in our area.
The weather stabilizes and by the end of the
month it is warm enough to consider planting
warm season plants. The last average freeze date
occurs during mid-month.
Birds and Wildlife

• Black-chinned,
ruby-throated
and
rufous hummingbirds will show up
sometime during the month.
• Thistle or hulled sunflower seeds attract
the goldfinch flocks that linger until
May.
• Purple martins will be settling in this
month.
Color

• You can cut tulip foliage down as soon
as it is unattractive.
• Fall-planted
pansies,
snapdragons,
dianthus, stocks, alyssum and larkspur
are spectacular this month.
• If the weather is warm after the 15th,
consider moving the bougainvillea,
plumeria, and hibiscus onto the patio.
• Keep up the spray regimen with roses.
Be sure to fertilize the roses this month.
• Fertilize the cool-season flowers one
more time early this month.
• Plant
hibiscus,
bougainvillea,
mandevilla and allemanda vines in
containers for tropical landscape color.
• Fertilize established perennials this
month.
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Fruits and Nuts

• You can spray fungicides while the
trees are in bloom, but not insecticides.
• When peaches are the size of a dime,
thin them to one fruit every 6-8 inches
of stem.
• You can still plant the thornless Navajo
blackberry.
Ornamentals

• Be sure to fertilize with an orchid
fertilizer every time you water and
place them in a bright location.
• March is a good time to divide and
transplant mums, ajuga, liriope, daylily
and Shasta daisy.
Shade Trees and Shrubs

• Weed-and-Feed type fertilizers are
notorious for killing young shade trees.
• Paint all wounds on oak trees
immediately.
• If you see army worms or leaf rollers
on your oak trees, apply Bt, Spinosad,
or Malathion.
• Finish any pruning except for the early
bloomers such as climbing roses,
mountain laurel and ornamental fruits.
• Check mountain laurels for worms.
Use Bt or Spinosad to control them.
Turf Grass

• It is still too early to fertilize the lawn.
• March is a good month for aeration
and adding a half-inch of compost as a
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•

•
•
•

soil dressing.
Mow your Asiatic jasmine at the highest
level on your mower to encourage a
new growth of leaves.
You may start mowing grass this
month.
Check out the automatic lawn sprinkler
system.
Establish or renovate the lawn as
needed.

Vegetables
• Put the containerized tomatoes in the
ground towards the end of the month.
• March is a month to plant the
gardener's favorite vegetables.
• Protect tender transplants and seedlings
with Grow Web.
• Rather than planting a whole package
of veggie seeds, plant only the number
you want or can eat and save the rest in
the fridge.
Questions? Write gardener@gvtc.com; to
get
a
complete
list,
go
to:
www.thehillcountrygardener.com.
and
click on “Publications.”
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H-E-B Little Buckaroo Tent
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DESIGN

MEDAL PRICE:
$8 EACH before March 15, 2017
$10 EACH after March 15, 2017
QUANTITY IS LIMITED!
ORDER FORM
(Return/Email/Fax to Bexar County 4-H Office)
1. NAME: _______________________________
2. # of MEDALS: __________________________
3. TOTAL DUE: ___________________________
4. CONTACT #: ___________________________
Medals are available for pick up in our office.
Return form to reserve your medals:
3355 Cherry Ridge, Dr. SATX 78230
Email: paxtell@ag.tamu.edu
Fax: 210-631-0429
Checks payable: Bexar 4-H Council

Winning Design by: Faith Berry
4-H Club: A-TEAM 4-H
The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons
regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity
and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.
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Hello fellow Master Gardeners,
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I hope you have all been enjoying working in your gardens with this
beautiful weather.
This month I would like to highlight our participation at the San Antonio
Spring Home & Garden Show from this past weekend. Thanks to the
fourteen Master Gardeners for all the support from set-up on Tuesday, 21
February to tear down on Monday, 27 February.

a

Thanks also to the five Master Gardeners who gave eight presentations on
various gardening topics. We shared the Garden Stage with Ahmed Hassan,
the former host of the DIY Network’s “Yard Crashers.” He gave a great
presentation on “Sustainable Landscaping” and like us, promotes
composting as the best thing to do for your landscape. So nice to hear that
from him!

t

We had a successful plant sale, clearing almost our entire plant inventory,
and we answered countless gardening questions from the public.
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Below are some pictures taken during the course of the show. Thanks again
to the great team of volunteers for their support!
I look forward to working with you all soon!
Conservationally yours,

w

A n n a V o g l e r - Water Conservation Coordinator

o
r
d
s

BCMG Booth and Plant Sale Ready for Business!
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Wise Water Words, Cont.

Liz Campanella helping customers.

Jack Downey with Ahmed Hassan.

Betty Hyman, Lyn Welles, & Sue
Buck helping customers.

Albert Motz speaking on Container
Vegetable Gardening.
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Junior Master Gardener Page
Hello All! Welcome to the Junior Master Gardener Monthly Updates Page. Here you will find
what our special JMG trained volunteers and Bexar County Master Gardeners have done for the
Youth Gardens Program and some new volunteer opportunities with kids.
San Antonio Livestock Show and Rodeo
Another Rodeo has past and the Bexar County
Master Gardeners have done an amazing job once
again. We saw over 120,000 people for the
duration of the 18 day fun filled event. Every day of
School Tours we saw over 2,000 students from all
over Bexar County between 9:30am to 12:00pm
and talked to them about gardening, nutrition, and
agriculture. Every weekend 400 kiddos participated
in learning about lifecycles, learned different
vegetable names, and potted a Milkweed or
Chilipequin to take home. Over 600 trees were
adopted by the public. It is obvious to say that
none of it would be possible with the support and
dedication of the Guadalupe and Bexar County
Master Gardeners. Thank you so much!
Learn Grow Eat and Go!
Our Learn Grow Eat and Go! Program is going strong!
Thank you so much to Candy and Brian Roach, Owen
Keiser, and Stephen Reyna for helping out this month
at our Learn Grow Eat Go schools, Graebner
Elementary, Collins Gardens Elementary, and Schulze
Elementary. They have helped with the garden planting
and installing drip irrigation. For more information on
how you can help with our LGEG projects and schools
contact Ruby Zavala at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu

Heritage Garden Build
Thank you so much to Margaret Bass. We built 6 raised
beds at Heritage Elementary and helped them plant
their garden. They are a brand new school to the Youth
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Gardens Program and all of 2nd grade will be able to
care for the gardens.

Children’s Vegetable Garden
Thank you to all the Master Gardeners who have
started another season at the Children’s Vegetable
Garden! We have 65 registered kiddos and their
families at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens! Be
sure to check out the Bexar County Youth Gardens
Blog for the agendas and fun gardening info!
COMING UP!!
Spring Break Nature Camp
Come join us for the Spring Break Nature Camp. Molly
and Ruby need approximately 8-10 volunteers each of
the 4 day camp to assist with passing out classroom
supplies, passing out snacks and assisting the kiddos
with the activities. The camp is Monday through Friday
March 13th -16th from 9am to 2pm at the AgriLife office
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr. (need volunteers at 8:30am)
Contact Ruby Zavala at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu if
you would like to volunteer.
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MASTER GARDNER GARDEN STARS
Awards and Achievements of Our Fellow Master Gardeners

The Bexar County Master Gardener pin for 2017 is a Texas themed boot! Once you
submit your 30 volunteer hours and 6 CEU credits, you'll earn the 2017 pin. Remember
that at least 3 of your CEU credits must come from monthly BCMG meetings. Turn in
those volunteer hours you worked during rodeo and attend the next monthly CEU
meeting to be one of the first to earn the 2017 Texas boot pin.
Please see Susan Noonan at the monthly meetings to pick up your 2016 jalapeno pepper
pin. A limited number of replacement pins from previous years are available for
$3.00. You can also contact Susan at susan.noonan@gmail.com for other delivery
options.
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At the next Bexar County Master Gardener General
Meeting!
WHEN: Thursday, March 23rd, 6 – 8 pm
Meeting begins with social time at 6 pm followed by a
special presentation by Dr. Dotty Woodson at 6:30 pm.
FREE – 1.5 CEUs for BCMGs
WHERE: 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, San Antonio, 78230
TOPIC:

March is time for planting and for looking for new ideas for
container plants – It’s time to think outside the box! Dr.
Dotty Woodson will share her ideas for some unique “out of
the box” container planting.

Dr. Dotty Woodson is a Water Resource
Program Specialist for Texas AgriLife
Research & Extension Center – Dallas.
Dr. Woodson’s programs cover landscape
water conservation practice, rainwater
harvesting, rain gardens, irrigation efficiency,
and drip irrigation. She works with county
Extension Agents, water utilities and districts,
elected officials, nurserymen, landscapers,
irrigation
and
rainwater
harvesting
professionals, Master Gardeners, Master
Naturalists and homeowners.
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AgriLife Advice
It’s go time for vegetable gardeners
February 11, 2017
Writer: Adam Russell, 903-834-6191, adam.russell@ag.tamu.edu
Contact: Dr. Joe Masabni, 903-834-6191, joe.masabni@ag.tamu.edu
OVERTON — Dr. Joe Masabni, Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service horticulturist, Overton, said it’s time for
gardeners to plant some vegetables and prepare seedlings
for others.
“It’s time to plant potatoes, onions and other cool-season
crops like mustard greens, kale, peas and spinach,” he said.
“It’s your last window to begin seeding plants like tomatoes
and peppers indoors for spring gardens.”
Potatoes
Masabni said potatoes are a great crop because there is a
wide range of varieties for gardeners in various regions of
the state. Potatoes should be planted in soil that drains well.

Dr. Joe Masabni, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service smallacreage horticulturist, Overton, tends to seedlings inside a
greenhouse at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension
Center in Overton. (Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by
Adam Russell)

He recommends planting a full small potato about the size
of a golf ball with sprouts, but golf ball-sized pieces of larger
potatoes that are sprouting can also be planted shallow in the soil, 2-3 inches deep, about 2 feet apart.

“Then as the potato grows, you want to add soil on top of the stem,” he said. “When the stem gets about 8 inches
tall, bury about 4 inches of the stem, leaves and all, with more compost or soil mix. That lets the lateral roots
develop and form new potatoes.”
He said that this method works well for container gardening, such as 5-gallon buckets, grow bags or large pots. For
example, cut the bottom out of a white 5-gallon bucket and plant according to Masabni’s instructions. When the
potatoes are ready for harvest, lift the bucket to expose the potatoes.
“It’s an easy way to harvest potatoes and separate them from the soil,” he said. “I recommend a white bucket
because dark colored buckets absorb more heat and can stress the plants.”
Masabni said gardeners should take soil samples and have them tested to make sure the area where potatoes are
planted meets requirements for potassium and phosphorous, which are important for good quality and yields.
Onions
Masabni said sets of onions should be cleaned and sorted by size before planting. Dirt and dead leaves should be
removed and ill-looking slips should be discarded to avoid transferring possible pathogens to the garden.
Gardeners should also remove any onion slips that are smaller than the diameter of a phone charger cord, he said.
He said 10-20 percent of plants in slips are typically subpar and can be discarded. Pencil-sized sprouts typically
perform best.
“They should be sorted by size and planted together based on size so they will grow in uniform,” he said. “Bigger
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AgriLife Advice, Cont.
onions grow faster. You don’t want to pick one here and one there when you can have a block or row of onions ready
this week and then another ready in subsequent weeks.”
Tomato seeding
Masabni said it’s late but not too late to start tomato seedlings.
“They take 6-8 weeks to be ready, so start them as soon as possible if you haven’t,” he said.
Masabni starts his tomato seeds in small containers filled with potting mix or compost. Be sure they drain well, he
said. He recommends placing containers outside in a cold box or other cold frame structure or inside a greenhouse.
“Seedlings that are grown indoors under constant warm temperatures and poor light conditions tend to grow tall and
spindly,” he said. “The cool nighttime temperatures in a cold frame or greenhouse slow the plant and you have a
shorter, sturdier plant. They get warm temperatures and sun during the day and cool temperatures at night. The
plants love it.”
After germination, add some half-strength ratio fertilizer, he said. It is also best to allow the soil to dry between
waterings.

* * * CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS OPPORTUNITY * * *

The Best Spring Vegetable Garden Ever

Sat., March 11 @ 10:30 am - 12:00 pm | FREE Earth-Kind Seminar
MILBERGER’S NURSERY
3920 North Loop 1604, 78247 Ph# 210-497-3760
This Earth-Kind Seminar presented by Bexar County AgriLife Extension Agent
David Rodriguez will focus on your vegetable garden. Choosing the best varieties,
soil preparation, fertilizing, insect and disease control . . .
All you need for a bountiful harvest!
1.5 CEUs, Code 001 for Master Gardeners who attend.
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Presents...

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Bexar County Master Gardeners and local Texas Beekeepers present a Bee‐
keepers Basics program. This program is for anyone interested in beekeeping and/or learning how to start
your own bee hives for pleasure, environmental stewardship or to enhance pollina�on. This program is
meant for ﬁrst‐�me beekeepers, presented by experienced beekeepers and entomologists. Anyone can be a
beekeeper—young or old, city or country dweller!
During this course, we will cover the basics of bees and beekeeping, including: bee biology, beekeeping
basics, laws and regula�ons of beekeeping, diseases and viruses of bees.
A hands‐on ﬁeld day to a beekeeper’s yard will be held April 1‐2—two op�ons for you to choose. This is
where you will learn the most about beekeeping! Must sign a medical release waiver to par�cipate. Bee suit
provided.

March 31, 2017
9am-4pm (lunch included)
Location: A&M AgriLife Extension Office
3355 Cherry Ridge, Ste 208, SATX 78230
Field Day (2 options)
April 1 —Adkins, TX
April 2—Leon Springs, TX
(April 15 rain date)

Cost: $65
Please make checks payable
to Bexar County Master
Gardeners

For more informa�on, please contact
Molly Keck at 210‐631‐0400 or
mekeck@ag.tamu.edu

*address and maps will be provided
*** If you do NOT receive an email conﬁrma�on for received registra�on, please call!

Space limited to the ﬁrst 22, paid registrants. Please register by March 27th.
Please return this informa�on, along with $65 payment to Molly Keck / 3355 Cherry Ridge, Ste 212 / San Antonio, TX 78230.
Name _____________________________________________________ Email ________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________ Phone __________________________________________
Allergies, dietary concerns, accommoda�ons, etc_________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Bexar County Master Gardeners
Educa�onal programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, disability, religion, age,
or na�onal origin. We will seek to provide reasonable accommoda�ons for our events for all persons with disabili�es. We request that you contact our oﬃce at
least two weeks in advance of an event to advise us of the auxiliary aid or service that you require.

21

Vol. 27 Issue 3

March 2017

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ATTENTION MASTER GARDENER
SPECIALISTS!
If you are interested in writing an article about
your specialty to share your experiences and
inspire other Master Gardeners, please contact
BCMG
President
Jack
Downey
at:
bcmgjack@gmail.com

ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Please visit the new Bexar County Master
Gardeners website to get DETAILS on all the
latest, hottest news and upcoming
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! While at
the website, you can also check out the
Master Calendar for your future planning.

BCMG General Meetings

NEED TO REPORT YOUR HOURS?
Go To: www.bexarmg.org
Click on “Members”
Scroll down and click on “Report Your
Volunteer Hours”

This Month: Dr. Dotty Woodson, “Creating
Awesome Containers”
When: Thursday, March 23rd, 6-8 pm
Where: 3355 Cherry Ridge, San Antonio, TX
Free – 1.5 CEUs - BCMG Code: 003
Next Month: Dr. Barron Rector, “Organic
Horticulture”
When: Thursday, April 20, 1-3 pm
Where: 3355 Cherry Ridge, San Antonio, TX
Free – 2 CEUs - BCMG Code: 003

Join our
M as ter G ar dener G r oup
on
Facebook!
Click Here
Lawn & Garden Show
Pod cast

MASTER GARDENER SPECIALIST
COURSES IN 2017

If you are interested in attending, please
email David Rodriguez, Extension AgentHorticulture, Bexar County. BCMG CEU
Code: 001.

New! PROPAGATION, Mar 24-25, Arlington See TMGA website for more details
RAINWATER HARVESTING, Apr 10-12,
Bexar County MGs, San Antonio
VEGETABLE, Oct 17-19, Bexar County MGs,
San Antonio
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Click Here

SPEAKERS BUREAU
We now have an easier way to check out
speaking opportunities! Head over to the
BCMG webpage for a look at the Speakers
Schedule. Here's the direct link to the
Schedule! If you see RED, that means we
need your help. Please email Karen Gardner
or call 210-571-3903 if you can help.
It's a great way to knock out your volunteer
hours!
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Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
COMMUNITY GARDENS (Code 400)
Green Space Alliance (Code
401) Knowledgeable gardeners are wanted to
regularly serve as garden mentors and
occasionally help with special gardening
projects.
Contact: Tia Moen, Community Outreach
Manager at mailto:tia@greensatx.org
Location: Varies
Website:
https://www.greensatx.org/upcomingevents/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/
or http://www.meetup.com/San-AntonioCG/
Haven for Hope (H4H) (Code 402) BCMGs
have been helping to maintain the H4H
vegetable and butterfly gardens. Also looking
for a few individuals to assist with garden
chores and who are available on Tuesday
mornings between 8-11am. Additional times
and dates are established as needed. There are
two steps required to become a Haven for
Hope volunteer as described at the website
below. Please inform the staff you are a
Master Gardner and are interested in helping
in the garden.
MG Contact: Andrew Waring at
bcmg58@gmail.com
Location: 1 Haven for Hope Way, San
Antonio, TX 78207
Website:
http://www.havenforhope.org/new/volunte
ers

Herff Farm (Code 403) Volunteer to plant
and maintain gardens used for inspiring the
public to garden. Teach different ways to
garden and how to do it organically.
Workdays are Tuesday afternoons and
Thursday mornings (email Shanna Ciano for
exact times); Saturdays from 9am-1pm greet
visitors and answer their gardening
questions.
MG Contact: Shanna Ciano at
shannac@beecreek.net
Location: 33 Herff Road, Boerne TX 78006
Website:
http://www.cibolo.org/difference/vol_secti
on/
SA Food Bank Gardens (Code 404) Help
plant, maintain and harvest the gardens at
SA Food Bank. For more information, check
out the SA Food Bank Guide for Garden
Volunteers at the website below.
MG Contact: Ted Ritchie at
tnritch@gmail.com or call: 210-744-4220
Location: 5200 W Old US Hwy 90, San
Antonio, TX 78227
Website: http://safoodbank.org/steps-tovolunteer/
Schultze Cottage (Code 405) In past years,
the Hemisfair Park Cottage was a centerpiece
of Master Gardener demonstration
gardening and a gardening gift shop.
Consider rolling up your sleeves and
working to renew and maintain our cottage
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as part of San Antonio’s redeveloping
Hemisfair Park.
MG Contact: Jack Downey at
bcmgjack@gmail.com
Location: 514 Hemisfair Park, San Antonio,
TX 78205
Wounded Warrior Gardens (Code 406) Join
the folks who maintain very special gardens
for our seriously injured warriors. These
gardens are designed to offer therapy as well
as beauty.
MG Contact: Joyce Dare at
joyce_dare@satx.rr.com
Location: Warrior & Family Support Center,
Bldg. 3628 Rawley E. Chambers Rd., Fort
Sam Houston, TX 78234
YOUTH PROGRAMS (Code 980)
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ SABOT
(Code 980a) All interested and curious
volunteers welcome for Fall and Spring
programs at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden CVG!
MG Contacts: Mary Fernandez at
fernandez.m1978@gmail.com, or John Mayer
at JMayerUDRetired@yahoo.com, or David
Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu SABOT Contact:
Volunteer Coordinator Nadezhda Garza at
ngarza@sabot.org or call 210-207-3261 or 210536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
Websites: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/childrens-vegetable-gardenprogram/ https://www.facebook.com/Bexa
rCountyYouthGardensProgram
https://bexaryouthgardens.wordpress.com/
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ Hardberger
Park (Code 980a) The Phil Hardberger Park
Children’s Vegetable Garden is busy with
24
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new classes of children planting delicious
seasonal vegetables. The garden could use
more volunteers in a variety of jobs. The
Hardberger Park CVG works with the
children on Tuesday mornings, and always
needs MGs for the Watering Team.
MG Contact: Nancy Brown at
nan.bro@att.net or 210-315-5015
Location: 1021 Voelcker Lane, San Antonio,
TX 78248
Website:
https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/even
ts/kid-friendly-events/childrens-vegetablegarden/1376-cvg-season-2
Junior Master Gardener (JMG) Activities
(Code 980c)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
School Gardens (Adopt-a-School) (Code
980d)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
Terrarium Project (Code 980b) Work with
children on an age-appropriate, TEKS-based
lessons, building a terrarium to keep, and
touring the Conservatory. Training is
provided.
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
Youth Speakers Bureau (Code 980g) Take
fun gardening activities (insects –– plants ––
soils) to a youth garden class!
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
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ADDITIONAL GARDENING
OPPORTUNITIES…
MG Helping Hands (Code 304) Help BCMG
with mailings or other work at our office.
MG Contact: Holly Julian at
khollyj@satx.rr.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
MG Hotline (Code 503) The BCMG Plant
Hotline answers phone and email questions
daily. It is a very good way to learn about a
variety of gardening topics. For those of us
who don’t tolerate heat well, it’s great!
MG Contacts: Jim Strong,
jrstrong44@gmail.com and Anne Goode,
buagoode@outlook.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/bexar-county-master-gardenerhotline/
MG Speakers Bureau (Code 900) The
Speakers’ Bureau needs your help! Join the
speaker request notification list to volunteer
as a Speaker (Codes: 902=preparation;
903=presentation; 904=tear down), or as a
Speakers Bureau assistant to accompany each
speaker on their engagement to manage
handouts and sign-in sheets, and to return
completed sign-in sheets to the BCMG office
(Code 901).
MG Contact: Karen Gardner at
karen.gardner@bexarmg.org or call 210-5713903
Location: Varies
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/educational-program/

March 2017
MG Training Class (Code 202) Tell Lou you
would like to serve as a mentor for intern
class participants!
MG Contact: Lou Kellogg,
bexarmg1@gmail.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Websites:
http://www.bexarmg.org/about/35-2/
and http://www.bexarmg.org/getinvolved/
Plant Trials (Code 950d) Email David to be
added to a list of MGs who will be contacted
directly when help is needed for a project.
Contact: David Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu
Locations: Food Bank, San Antonio Botanical
Gardens and others as identified.
San Antonio Botanical Garden (Code
800) Master Gardeners can participate in
Plant Propagation (Code 801) working in the
SABOT greenhouse under the direction of
Mary Irish, or in General Gardens Help
(Code 802) which includes various seasonal
gardening chores (watering plants, cleaning
up plants, dead leaves, deadheading,
pruning, etc.).
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415 for day and
time information.
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
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SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL GARDEN
2017 Class Schedule
Gardening & Waterwise Classes In March and April
A Savory Taste of Texas
Instructor: Leslie Bingham, Horticulturist and SA Herb Society
SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 9:30-11AM
Join herbalist, Leslie Bingham, as she celebrates Texas' Independence Day with savory herbs. Leslie will
present a history of the types of food available and raised in pre 1850’s Texas, including a full menu with
explanation of the food choices seen from the production point of view for the early Texas Pioneers. She will
examine a typical menu of the period along with recipes for the man course, sides and desert, all of course with
the addition of herbs.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)
Native Plant Walk: South Texas
Guide: Jessica Leslie, Master Naturalist
FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 10AM MEET AT THE CARRIAGE HOUSE
Explore our 11-acre Texas Native Trail with a focus on South Texas. This area has its own distinctive and diverse
ecological region of Texas, varying in soil, plant life, topography, and weather. There are more than 250 plant
species in collections that represent three ecosystems. In the East Texas Pineywoods, visitors find pines,
sweetgum, sassafras, and other acidic soil-loving woodland species. The Hill Country area features live oaks,
juniper, Texas mountain laurel, Eve’s necklace, Blanco crabapple, Possum Haw, Hop-tree, Uvalde maples, and
other limestone tolerant plants. In the South Texas region, dryland trees and thorny brush such as torchwood,
Mexican olive, mesquite, Texas ebony, and huisaache thrive
WaterSaver Walk: Explore the cycle of water conservation for landscapes in San Antonio
Tour Guide: Linda Cace, Master Naturalist
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 10AM MEET AT THE CARRIAGE HOUSE
Join Master Naturalist, Linda Cace for a tour of our WaterSaver gardens and learn about the cycle of water
conservation in San Antonio.
Fee: Free with Admission
Japanese Gardening Experience
Instructors: Miyako Wallace & Stephanie Jones, Master Gardener
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 1-3PM
Description: Celebrate Japanese culture by touring our Japanese Garden, Kumamoto En. Enjoy the peace and
tranquility of the garden with a tea ceremony and demonstration of Ikebana floral design.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)
Growing Up Wild
Instructor: Emma Trester-Wilson & Tim Roan, San Antonio Botanical Garden Staff
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 9AM-12PM
SUNDAY, APR 30, 9AM-12PM
Growing Up WILD is an early childhood education program that fosters children’s interest in the nature around
them, while offering a range of activities and experiences that are important to establishing a foundation of
positive impressions about the natural world. This program provides lifelong social and academic skills to
children all while exploring wildlife and the natural world around them. Recommended for pre-school to
elementary educators.
Fee: $25
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Harvesting Rainwater & Do-It-Yourself Rain Barrel Workshop
Instructor: Lou Kellogg, Master Gardener
SATURDAY MARCH 25, 9:30AM-12PM
Join Lou Kellogg for a rainwater harvesting class. Learn how harvesting rain water can reduce your water bills
while providing a source of free water during drought conditions. This class is also a Do-It-Yourself workshop for
your personal 55-gallon rain barrel that you will make and take home with you at the end of class.
Fee: $55 (includes materials: 55-gallon rain barrel and spout)
Converting Your Garden to a Waterwise Garden
Instructor: Mary Irish, Horticulturist and Author
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 9:30-11AM
What are the chief techniques to turning a yard dominated by lawn and thirsty plants into one that is beautiful but
uses less water? This class will teach both techniques and considerations in the conversion to a waterwise
garden, as well recommended plants. Mary Irish is a horticulturist, author and manages the greenhouse at the
San Antonio Botanical Garden. She has over 20 years experience.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)
South Texas Lawn Care: I Want the Same Kind of Grass THEY Have
Instructor: Tom Harris, Master Gardener and Author
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 9:30-11AM
Lawn grasses in our area can be a beauty or a beast. Some require lots of water while others don't. All require at
least some TLC in order to be lush and carpet-like. In this class we discuss the major varieties of grass that do
well here, fertilizer for them, watering, and pest/disease problems.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)
The Chili Pepper Herb of the Year (2016) – Capsicum
Instructor: Leslie Bingham, Horticulturist and SA Herb Society
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 12-2 PM
This class will discuss the history, development, hybridization and use of the Chili first in Mesoamerica and then
into the modern era. We look at the use of the chili in food, certain ancient beverages where chili was used as
part of mystic rituals and then work our way up to the present era and examine the use of the chili in food production,
the pharma industry and we find out how to “rate” heat in the chili and look at the production of some
very new chili varieties developed right here in Texas.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)
Texas Superstar® Plants
Instructor: Brigid Oman, Master Gardener
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 9:30-11AM
Texas Superstar® plants provide maximum beauty with minimal care. They come highly recommended for
WaterSaver landscapes by Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension. Learn from Master Gardener, Brigid
Oman, about the variety of plants that have been subjected to statewide testing and been found to be hardy,
tolerating the heat and drought conditions as well as proving to be disease and insect tolerant.
Fee: $20 ($18 members)

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn Series In March and April
Bring your appetite...to learn at the Garden. Held on the last Thursday of each month from 11:30am-1pm, this new
series will offer expert presentations on a different topic each month.
Lunch and Learn Series: Revealing Fruit
Instructor: Dr. Kelly Lyons, Trinity Biology Professor
THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 11:30AM-1PM
Plants use crafty strategies for getting their babies dispersed and into favorable environments. Join us as we eat
our way through a lecture on the secrets of fruits.
Fee: $15 ($13.50 members) Bring your lunch
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Family Drop-In Programs (No pre-registration Necessary) In March and April
Winged Wonders Family Drop-In Program
Second Saturdays, 10 AM-12 PM
MAR 11, APR 8
Join us for some hands-on family fun featuring pollinators! Programming will vary but will include activities such as
creating a simple craft, playing a game, and taking part in a garden exploration activity.
Fee: Free with Admission
Family Drop-In Programs
Fourth Saturday 10 AM-12 PM
MAR 25
Join us for some hands-on family fun in the Garden! Programming will vary but will include activities such as
creating a simple craft, playing a game, and taking part in a garden exploration activity.
Fee: Free with Admission
Viva Botanica
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 10 AM-2 PM
Celebrate Fiesta® and Earth Day at the San Antonio Botanical Garden. Enjoy Los Colores of spring in th
Garden and learn about nature with fun, hands-on activities.
Fee: Free with Admission

PLEASE NOTE: Additional information, including codes and CEUs, for those classes which
qualify for BCMGs are listed on the Master Calendar on the Bexar County Master Gardener
website: http://www.bexarmg.org/members/

MORE CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES COMING IN APRIL…

Turf Grass 101: Do’s and Don’ts for Your Lawn
Sat., April 1 @ 10:30 am - 12:00 pm | FREE Earth-Kind Seminar
MILBERGER’S NURSERY - 3920 North Loop 1604, 78247 Ph# 210-497-3760

David Rodriguez from the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will discuss the
basics of lawn maintenance through proper nutrition, mowing, weed control and
irrigation. This seminar is very popular so arrive early for best parking and seating.
1.5 CEUs, Code 001 for Master Gardeners who attend.
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to
assist Bexar County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education
opportunities to the community in which we live. Please feel free to contact the Board
– or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

Minutes - BCMG Board of Directors Meeting February 16, 2017
Call to Order
• Meeting called to order by Ruben Lozano, February 16, 2017, 3:01 p.m.
• Board Members present: Ruben Lozano (Vice President), Sherry Cantrell
(Secretary), Ann Marie Pease (Member at Large), Mary Beth Parsons
(Member at Large).
• Absent Board Members: Jack Downey (President), Lori Bindseil (Treasurer),
Inez Ornelas (Membership)
• Other Attendees: David Rodriguez (CEA), Lou Kellogg (Director of
Education), Anna Vogler (Water Conservation), Barbara Lutz (Past
President), Ruby Zavala, Jamie Daily.
Approval of Minutes for January 2017 BOD Meeting
• Motion to approve the January minutes made by Ann Marie; 2nd by Sherry.
Approved by unanimous acclamation.
CEA Report - David Rodriguez
• David commented on the good turnout for the general membership
meeting and the successful preorder sales for citrus trees.
• Rodeo: David reported the rodeo is going well and our area looks
beautiful, but plant sales were slow the ﬁrst week. He is optimistic sales
will pick up in the coming weeks. He commented on all the volunteers
and, speciﬁcally, the contributions from the Guadalupe volunteers; but,
he is concerned about the need for more drivers in the coming days. He
also brought up the need for enough volunteers on the 27th and 28th for
teardown and clean-up. In the past, some volunteers have not shown up
early enough to contribute any time. This year the mulch removed from
the gardens will be made available in the afternoon to those who help
that morning with teardown.
• David reported he has no news regarding the UTSA Garden. He also
reiterated our involvement with this project will be an advisory/consulting
role only.
Page 1 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes
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• Jamie raised a concern about the possibility of losing some members In
response to the board’s discussion on volunteer hours dedicated to the
greenhouse. She informed those present that a few members had
responded to the issue after reading the details of the discussion in last
month's minutes. Several stated to her they would most likely drop their
membership should this come to pass. A few comments were made in
response to this, but the topic was tabled until next month’s meeting.
Youth Program Coordinator Report - Ruby Zavala
• Th teacher’s training went well. About 120 people were in attendance,
with 180 institutions represented.
• Children Gardens: SA Botanical Children’s Garden started up on Saturday
and the one at Phil Hardberger Park will begin Tuesday.
Water Conservation Report - Anna Vogler
• Anna reported the grant from SAWS for the Schulz house materials and
labor is $9K + $4K, respectively.
• David referred Anna to a Texas Dept. of Agriculture (TDA) website that
she may want to investigate regarding additional funds available from
Block grants.

• Lou suggested the idea of having a metal sign created to place at the
Schulz house to acknowledge us and the partners involved in the project.
• Anna reported BCMG will receive $300 per day from the SAWS Rodeo
Grant for giving SAWS visibility via their ﬂyers. Lou mentioned that the
rain barrel at the rodeo should have a SAWS sticker.
• Sufficient parking passes for the Home & Garden Show is once again an
issue. The previously agreed upon arrangement is not happening, and we
have only been given four 3 day passes.
• Anna explained a potential opportunity to be involved with a $1500 SAWS
project with Roseheart HOA. The neighborhood is having difficulty with
grass under mature trees. She is investigating the idea of workshops.
• A rain harvesting workshop for Shavano Park is scheduled for April 22.
SAWS will do all the registration. Lou said he was available to do it.
Page 2 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes
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• David voiced his concern about the lack of volunteers to do rain
harvesting workshops. He would like to see the BCMGs who have
completed the training to step-up to doing some. Lou explained he plans
to actively recruit class participants from the next specialist training. His
hope is that early recruitment will get them involved and will result in a
pool of active volunteers who are willing to do the workshops.
• Anna reported she is waiting on $$ ﬁgures from SAWS regarding the
SAWS rain barrel event. Her expectation is that we did quite well.
• David conﬁrmed plants for the Home & Garden Show will be delivered
next Thursday.
• A meeting is scheduled for March 28, 10 a.m. to noon, regarding changes
in the Speakers Bureau. This process, which started last summer, has
resulted in new templates, standardizations, etc.. The meeting will be
open to the general membership. Anna will send a write-up to Ann Marie.
• While the sign-up sheet process has improved, some confusion remains
regarding when both an AgriLife sheet and a SAWS sheet are needed.
Anna clariﬁed the SAWS sheet is only needed when it is a workshop.
Education Report- Lou Kellogg
• Lou reported 32 have been accepted for the new intern class, which starts
Wednesday.
Membership Report- Inez Ornelas (not present)
Treasurer’s Report - Lori Bindseil (not present)
• A ﬁnancial report was provided to board members by Lori via e-mail.
• Ruben advised about 75% have paid their dues.
• Ruben informed the board that the SACU offer we approved for $50,000
was not available to business organizations. He will now go back to
Randolph Credit Union to see what they have available.

• Ann Marie provided an update on the Costco meeting she attended
regarding their service for payments. She advised a membership was

required to utilize the service, but based on what she learned about the

Page 3 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes
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service, it was something she would not recommend pursuing. After a
few other options were discussed, the topic was tabled.
Old Business
• Ruben advised he has received a few names for the slate of candidates for
the upcoming election but has received none for President. Nominations
for all positions remain open.

• Barbara reported the submissions for all 8 award categories were
completed and submitted on time. The project for the Research category
was changed to the tomato trials due to lack of data for the original
proposed project.
• The proposed Gardening Fair event was brieﬂy discussed. The consensus
is that we want to do what we do at the Home & Garden Show. In regards
to a location for the event, Anna suggested two potential locations: one
that would cost $3,000 and another, Coker Methodist Church, would cost
less than $700. Some pros and cons of each (e.g. size, parking,
geographic location, and layout) were mentioned but more discussion
and details of the event and what we require is needed before any
decision can be made. With the prospect of putting on our own
Gardening Fair, David suggested part of that discussion include the
consideration that we withdraw our participation in future Festival of
Flowers events. Topic tabled for now but ideas will be discussed with
Jack.
• Ruben advised that the proposed by-law change, discussed at last
month’s BOD meeting, needs to be presented at the next general
membership meeting for a vote.
• AnnMarie provided an update on the Firespring Foundation Grant:
o BCMG now has an AdWords Express account with $10,000 free
monthly budget. We have one ad for the Speakers Bureau. David
suggested an ad for the Hotline. Ann Marie will create the ad and
any others the Board suggest. For the second $500 package, Lisa
Nixon worked with Sarah Robbins of Firespring in late January; she
will take advantage of any suggestions determined to be a match
for BCMG.
Page 4 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes

32

Vol. 27 Issue 3

March 2017

o MailChimp (instead of Google Mail) is now being used for e-Blasts,
along with the new Leaﬂet (revised weekly e-Blast) in January.
BCMG has a Forever Free MailChimp plan that provides for up to
2000 subscribers (we currently have approx 650 Members and
Friends of BCMG) and 12000 sends per month. Have sent our 25
campaigns (e-Blasts) with an average 60-70% of the Members and
about 30% of the Friends opening these emails.

New Business
• San Antonio has been named the ﬁrst Monarch Champion City by the
National Wildlife Federation (NWF). As a Monarch Champion City, the city
has adopted 24 recommended actions cited by the NWF, of which one is a
festival dedicated to the Monarch butterﬂy. David conﬁrmed that BCMG is
participating in this year’s Monarch Festival, to be held March 4 and 5 at
the zoo. Volunteers will be needed to sell plants.
• The subject of member dues was discussed again. David pointed out that,
prior to our decision to collect dues, our organization was the only one
out of 82 associations in the state that was not collecting dues. Barbara
made a suggestion that we mail out the cards to those who have not yet
picked up their cards. This topic was tabled until the next meeting.
• Speakers for upcoming BCMG monthly meetings: March 23, Dottie
Woodson, Creating Amazing Containers; April 20, Dr. Rector, Organic
Horticulture.
• Master Gardeners for the months of April, May and June were selected.
No motions were made but approvals were given by unanimous
acclamation.
Upcoming BOD Meeting
• Date for the next BOD meeting is March 23, 2017, 4:00 p.m..

Page 5 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes
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Adjournment
• Meeting adjourned, 4:53 p.m., by Ruben Lozano, February 16, 2017.

Sherry Cantrell

Jack Downey

Secretary

President

Page 6 of 6, February 16 2017 Minutes
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge

President
Jack Downey
President@bexarmg.org

Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1
Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2
Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3
Tommy Calvert,
Commissioner

BCMG Board of Directors
Meeting
Thurs., Mar. 23, 3:30 – 6 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio

Meetings are held monthly. Members can
request items to be added to the agenda by
emailing the President,
President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days prior
to the meeting date.

Vice President
Ruben Lozano
vp@bexarmg.org
Treasurer
Lori Bindseil
Treasurer@bexarmg.org
Secretary
Sherry Cantrell
Secretary@bexarmg.org
Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org
Members-at-Large
Marybeth Parsons
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ann Marie Pease
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Barbara Lutz
PastPresident@bexarmg.org

All members are welcome to observe the
meetings, however in order to
accommodate seating, please email the
President that you will be attending.
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Thanks to those of you who have sent in your Birdies for
Charity pledge or donation. It will really help support our
many programs. If you haven’t mailed in your donation yet,
please use the forms you received in the mail and send them in.
You
can
also
make
your
donation
http://www.valerotexasopen.com/birdies/

online

at:

Your contribution to Birdies for Charity can make a real
difference in how well BCMG will succeed in its efforts to
continue to support the programs we provide to the San
Antonio community.
If you have questions or you want more information or need a
pledge form, contact Barbara Lutz at 699-0663 or
bblutz@stic.net.

What is a Master Gardener?
Bexar County Master Gardeners are trained, certified volunteers who support the educational
horticulture programs and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension service in Bexar County. We work with
County Extension Agent-Horticulture David Rodriguez to help create and maintain gardens that
showcase plants for our area; help with trial gardens and field research; share planting, composting,
and irrigation methods; present information at garden and trade events; answer horticultural inquiries
over the telephone; organize and/or present educational programs to various groups; introduce
children to gardens through programs in schools and the Children’s Vegetable Garden; and increase
awareness of integrated pest management, water conservation, and other environmental stewardship
issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are held in spring. Classes are usually be held on Wednesdays from
12 pm to 4 pm. After acceptance into the program, intern students are required to submit to a
background check, attend the 13-week course, and complete 50 hours of volunteer service within a year
before they are certified as a Master Gardener. Lectures by experts in their field, hands-on activities,
and field trips make up the classroom experience. A large variety of volunteer activities offered
throughout the year provide ample opportunity to complete the service requirement. After initial
certification, Master Gardeners are required to complete 30 hours of service and 6 continuing education
hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the Bexar County Master Gardener mission. We are “hands-on”
gardeners who are interested in sharing all aspects of gardening with anyone who will listen.
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From The Editor…

“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” – Jane Goodall

“In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb”
March roars in like a lion
So fierce,
The wind so cold,
It seems to pierce.
The month rolls on
And Spring draws near,
And March goes out
Like a lamb so dear.
-

Lorie Hill

According to the most recent issue (#505) of the electronic newsletter, “Gardening In Spades,” by
The Hill Country Gardener, Tom Harris, “March is a major gardening month in our area. The weather
stabilizes and by the end of the month it is warm enough to consider the warm weather plants.”
However, Tom cautions, “The last average freeze date occurs during mid-month, but just a couple
years ago, the last freeze was on March 30. So don’t rush it.”
One thing I learned when I moved down here over 30 years ago was that this area has unpredictable
weather: “They say if you don’t like the weather in Texas, wait five minutes, it’ll change.”
According to the National Weather Service, in Texas, San Antonio ranks #5 with an unpredictability
index (based on weather that deviates from long-term patterns focusing on temperature,
precipitation and severe weather) of 65 – just under the #1 ranked city of Amarillo that has an index
of 73. Dallas, Abilene and Lubbock are squeezed in between at #2, #3 and #4. Nationwide, Rapid
City, South Dakota ranks in at #1 with an index of 84.
I think we all can admit our weather here can be frustratingly unpredictable between the droughts,
flash flooding, high temperatures, and low temperatures (it was 31 degrees at Lost Maples State
Park a week ago when I went camping!). And, who can forget some crazy, off the charts weather
like the softball size hail storms we experienced last year (did you get your roof replaced? I did!), as
well as the tornados that hit just this month (my husband’s office building had half the roof ripped
off!). Whatever the reason (global warming, El Niño, La Niña, take your pick…) weird,
unpredictable weather is a way of life here.
So what’s a gardener to do? Well, along with our unpredictable weather, we Texans are also a
resilient bunch - “Remember the Alamo!” isn’t in the history books for nothing. We’ve “weathered”
quite a few storms in our history, so some uncooperative weather when it comes to spring planting
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isn’t going to stop us. So if you’re still scratching your head wondering when to get started, I think
we should follow the sage advice of our fellow Master Gardener, Tom Harris, and get busy – now,
although “don’t rush it”!
To give you a little (unguaranteed) guidance in the days to follow, below is the predicted longrange forecast from the Farmer’s Almanac for the South Central United States:
March 2017
1st – 3rd
4th – 7th
8th – 11th
12th – 15th
16th – 19th
20th – 23rd
24th – 27th
28th – 31st

Fair for Texas and points east.
Stormy conditions, especially OK to the TX-LA Gulf Coast, all followed by fair
weather.
Showery for TX/LA Coast; generally fair elsewhere.
Fair skies; gusty winds.
Stormy weather sweeps across much of the region.
Fair skies and cold.
Light rain, especially over TX.
Showery for NM & TX; heavy thunderstorms for OK.

Finally…
“Weather means more when you have a garden. There’s nothing like listening to a shower and
thinking how it is soaking in around your green beans.” – Marcelene Cox
“The trouble with weather forecasting is that it’s right too often for us to ignore it and wrong too
often for us to rely on it.” – Patrick Young
“A change in the weather is sufficient to recreate the world and ourselves.” – Marcel Proust
Your Editor,
Kimber Briggs
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