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Bexar County Master Gardeners
President’s Message
Dear Members,
The AgriLife Extension Service hosted a wonderful Volunteer Recognition Luncheon on
Tuesday, April 18th. A moving tribute to Carol Law was read by Barrett Kolle, President of
the Bexar County Leadership Advisory Board followed by Nelda Speller and David
Rodriguez presenting a Memorial Plaque to Carol’s sister, Mary Nell Ruston. It was very
nicely done and much appreciated by all present.
Volunteers were recognized for their support of the AgriLife-administered programs. Our
own, Carol White, was recognized for her support of Youth Programs. John Mayer and Ted
Ritchie were also recognized.
Kathleen Greer, District Extension Services – Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service spoke
briefly about the positive impact that the various volunteers of the Texas AgriLife Extension
Services have on our communities. The Texas AgriLife Extension Services has the largest
volunteer organization in Texas. In Bexar County, 4,792 volunteers are involved in the
various Texas AgriLife programs. Bexar County volunteers provided over 240,965 hours of
service in Bexar County. At the Federally recognized rate of $30 per volunteer hour the
cumulative value of those hours in 2016 is over $5,600,000!
In 2016, the Bexar County Master Gardeners contributed over 22,704 volunteer hours valued
at $681,120. We accumulated 3,047 CEUs and drove 120,950 miles supporting the mission of
the Master Gardeners.
The 2017 TMGA State Conference was a huge success on board the Carnival Valor. BCMG
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cruisers were myself, Ruben Lozano, Robert Padilla, Carol White, Mabel Truman, Maria
Salvatierra, Doris Westbrook, Donna Armstrong, Angel Torres, Charles and Lavunn Mims
(hope I didn’t leave anyone out!). The on-shore excursions were exciting – Mary and I raced
in the America’s Cup 12-metre yachts and had a great time. The cruise was followed by the
2017 Awards Luncheon that was very nicely done by the Galveston MGs at the Moody Hotel.
Jan Potter, Class 47, was selected by a committee of Master Gardeners to be our new Office
Manager. Let’s all help her get settled in the office. Welcome to the office, Jan!
Our office hours changed effective Tuesday, April 25. The office will be open Tuesday and
Thursday from 11 am to 2 pm. This change ensures the Office Manager is in the office on
Board meeting days to assist the Board. And, we should all remember that the Office
Manager is in the office to do necessary work – not to talk to everyone that has some time on
their hands. If you come to the office, please conduct your business and leave – let the Office
Manager complete the important work she is tasked to do.
Thanks and be careful in the garden!
Jack Downey, President
Bexar County Master Gardeners

Proposed Change to Bylaws

Membership Vote at May 18th Meeting
Using electronic voting, the Board has agreed to submit a change to the Bylaws for approval by the
membership. This change will increase the maximum number of consecutive elected terms from two to
three for the President, Vice President, Secretary, and At-Large Members.
The proposed change is being published in the Scion and e-Blast/Leaflet (and is presented below). If you
have any comments or questions, please email President Jack Downey.
Proposal: ARTICLE IV – BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Directors elected by a majority of the
Membership present at a general meeting of the Membership of the Corporation. The Board of Directors
shall serve a term of office to run concurrently with the dates of the fiscal year, July 1st to June 30th of each
year. The nominating committee shall present a slate of nominees for Board positions. Additional
nominations may be made from the floor. Unless there are nominations from the floor, the slate of nominees
shall be considered elected by acclamation. The Board of Directors of the Corporation consists of seven
members: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Director, and two (2) At-Large
Members. Directors shall serve a one (1) year term. A Director shall serve no more than five (5) consecutive
terms. The President, Vice President, Secretary and At-Large Members may serve only three
(3) consecutive elected terms in the same position. The Treasurer and Membership Director are not subject
to the term limitation of only three (3) consecutive elected terms.
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Photos Contributed by: Jack Downey

2017 TMGA State Conference

Angel Torres & Maria Salvatiera
BCMG Cruisers

Carnival Valor docked in Cozumel
Carol White
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MGs Out & About (Cont.)

(L to R) Maria Salvatierra, Donna Armstrong & LaVunn Mims

Above: Doris Westbrook & her
favorite waiter

Above: Mary Downey getting
instructions on how to time the legs of
our yacht race
Right: Racing on the America’s Cup 12metre yacht, “Stars & Stripe”s
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Sunrise on the sea
Robert & Rose Padilla

Nice crowd at the TMGA Awards Luncheon!

David Rodriguez & Lou Kellogg at the TMGA
Awards Luncheon
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Master Gardener of the Month
By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

Grace
Emery,
our Master
Gardener
for
the
month of
May, is a
person
of
great
exuberance and
enthusiasm for all
aspects
of gardening. She has a volunteer activity
for each day of the week and admits to
having at least 170 volunteer hours to her
credit since January. Even before she
graduated last year as part of Class 60,
Grace had already accumulated 70 hours of
volunteer work, a feat that portended the
many more hours of volunteer work that
she was to do for the Bexar County Master
Gardeners.
This whirlwind of gardening activity
comes from a very “green” background.
Grace grew up on an apple tree farm in the
Hudson Valley region of New York, where
Grace, her identical twin sister, and her
four other siblings worked and learned
gardening techniques. Her mother had a
wide variety of gardens, including an herb
garden from which Grace derived her lifelong interest in the cultivation and uses of
herbs as ingredients in culinary dishes, as
remedies for illnesses, in aroma therapy to
relieve stress and promote sleep and even
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as shields against mosquitoes and other
pests that spoil our outdoor fun. Grace
speaks fondly of her Italian nanny, who
showed her how to create great sauces
using fresh herbs from the garden. Grace
describes her family as one that was deeply
involved in all aspects of horticulture from
planting to harvesting and even to
competing at state and local level fairs and
other such events with a horticultural
component.
Grace’s other love was skiing. Her
goal in that area was to compete on the US
Olympic Ski Team. She made the team but
a leg injury cut short her dream of
competing with the US Ski Team in
Olympic events. However, while she was
skiing as a member of the ski team from the
Colorado Women’s College she met her
husband, who was attending the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs. Thus began
another adventure that forced Grace to
modify her gardening endeavors while she
followed her husband from one assignment
to the next.
Grace was also sidetracked by her
duties as a mother to her three children and
by her own career, first as a Certification
Analyst for airplanes and, then, as an
Outreach Co-coordinator for the Red Cross.
Grace talks about her work with the Red
Cross with as much enthusiasm as she does
about gardening. Besides organizing teams
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of people in 21 counties around Bexar
County to carry out Red Cross activities,
Grace has also taught lifeguarding, water
safety and swimming classes for the Red
Cross in addition to CPR and First Aid,
Childcare and Babysitting classes and, of
most importance, Emergency Disaster
Response. Although she no longer has a
paid position with the Red Cross, Grace
still puts in many volunteer hours with that
organization and was a major responder in
the recent tornado disaster that hit Alamo
Heights.
So what does a typical week in
Grace’s schedule look like? On Mondays,
she might be teaching a class for the Red
Cross or attending a Board meeting for the
Herb Society, of which she is the current
President. On Tuesday mornings, you will
find her working in the Urban Garden
behind the Food Bank, where she is
currently assisting David Rodriguez and
Dr. Jerry Parsons in the collection of red
bluebonnet seeds. On Wednesdays, Grace
works at the Greenhouse at the Botanical
Gardens. Although she began doing plant
propagation and grafting as a child, Grace
still learns many new things about
propagation and gardening in general from
the directors of the greenhouse.
On
Thursdays, Grace can be found at the
Children’s Gardens, where she helps out as
part of the Thursday watering group.
Grace sets aside Fridays to work at the
Schultz House.
She is very excited
about introducing the 73 Texas Superstars
to the general public with this very
ambitious

May 2017
planting of Superstars in the gardens
surrounding the Schultz House. Grace
herself has earned a Specialist Certificate in
Texas Superstars, so this volunteer project
is a natural for her. Saturdays will find
Grace involved in a number of activities
associated with both the Master Gardeners
and the Herb Society. Right now she is
very busy with a host of flower shows and
other horticultural events that are put on as
part of our Fiesta week celebrations. She
also devoted five days in February to
volunteering for the rodeo, serving in a
variety of positions from driving the van to
flower sales to helping with the school
tours. But enough of the listing of her
volunteer involvements because, by now,
you
understand
how
the
term
“exuberance” applies to Grace!
Grace also gives a lot of
presentations on some of her pet topics. On
the top of the list, of course, are topics
Grace also likes to
related to herbs.
talk about “Lasagna” Gardening, which is
really a way of composting by layering
materials.
brown
and
green
Companion Gardening is another topic
that Grace is enthusiastic about. This
type of gardening involves pairing plants
together in a way that repels destructive
pests from each of the companions. If
any of these topics intrigues you, be
on the alert for a presentation by
Grace Emery. You won’t have to look
too far or wait too long because our
Master Gardener for the month of May
loves to teach and to draw others into
the enthusiasm that she feels for all
aspects of gardening.
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Many Thanks!
From: David Rodriguez – Extension Horticulturist
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service – Bexar County

April 26, 2017
A Thank You from Dr. Parsons…
I want to personally and sincerely thank EVERYONE who came to help harvest the red/maroon
(‘Alamo Fire’) and the ‘Lady Bird Johnson Royal Blue’ bluebonnets today!!!
We had over 25 enthusiastic harvesters and finished the red/maroon (‘Alamo Fire’) harvest in a little
over one hour!! We DID have a VERY IMPORTANT workday today Tuesday (25th) at the San
Antonio Food Bank Urban Farm harvesting the rare and VERY IMPORTANT seed for the
preservation of the maroon/red bluebonnet which took over 30 years to develop. John Thomas of
Wildseed Farms came from Fredericksburg with five helpers and a large trailer to help harvest and
transport the plants/seed back to Fredericksburg but the 25 eager volunteers had already
harvested the red/maroon (‘Alamo Fire’) by the time they arrived. John took the majority of that
seed back to Fredericksburg to be dried and the seed separated from the drying plants.
That harvest went so well and we had enough folks show up to help so we also harvested the ‘Lady
Bird Johnson Royal Blue’ bluebonnet at Verstraeten’s farm near Von Ormy and Southwest High
School. That seed/plants were pulled and left drying on large sheets of plastic in the field. This
drying should occur rapidly in the next couple of days since we are predicted to have 90 degree F.
temperatures. Our timing was PERFECT; if we had waited several more days, all of the seed pods
would have popped and the seed would have been on the ground and lost for harvest!! For the
last two years, rains came at harvest time and ALL SEED WAS LOST. That is why this year was so
VERY IMPORTANT. ALL SEED of the colored bluebonnets were in danger of being lost.
See the ‘Lady Bird Johnson Royal Blue’ bluebonnets at:
http://plantanswers.com/Gallery/Bluebonnet-LadyBirdWildseeds/
and some of the plants blooming which you harvested today at:
http://plantanswers.com/Gallery/Bluebonnet-Colors-in-2017/
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I really needed your help with this project today and will be eternally thankful for your cheerful
participation.
A special THANK-YOU goes to Rob DeRocher for getting the large white Perlite bags, which might
have been used to put the bluebonnet plants in, and for loading the HUGE sheets of plastic on
which we put the bluebonnet plants that were pulled. We took a load of bags and plastic in a
trailer out to Verstraeten's and dropped it off there on Monday. Then we left a trailer at the Food
Bank. Today (Tuesday) Rob had a huge roll of plastic plus the 10 white Perlite bags from the
greenhouse on a trailer. Ice chests were all loaded with an extra case of water and Gatorade. He
brought 24 tubs to use out in the field if needed.
THANKS TO ROB FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY PREPARATION FOR THE BLUEBONNET HARVESTING
WORK DAY!!!!!!!
THANKS FOR ALL THAT YOU DO AND HAVE DONE FOR THE HORTICULTURE PROGRAM IN SAN
ANTONIO AND IN TEXAS!!!!!!!

9

Vol. 27 Issue 5

May 2017

And from Rob DeRocher, Research & Development Team Member…
As someone who has been helping Jerry do this for a number of years. I
think starting back in 03 or 04 and through all kinds of situations and
conditions, THANK YOU!!!
Some of these colors I got to see get started as just a few transplants to
an 8-foot bed and finally to a field. All sorts of places they have slowly
gotten scattered out. Behind a daycare, Peterson's, several places in Von
Ormy, Botanical Garden and wherever we could find a spot to start isolating
the color. He and I can only do so much planning and thinking and preparing
for some of these things. The rest comes from those who come to help.
Without the helpers, it does not happen.
Yesterday, we picked up the plastic and bags and even took some to
Verstrattens to stage. When we got there and saw and heard the condition of
the plants, we both turned away so we would not see each other cry. They
sounded like Rice Krispies already popping in the field. We both admitted
this morning that we had lost some sleep over it. After two years ago getting
there one day too late for the Reds and others, along with the hail storms last
year, it has not been easy getting a harvest. John has had floods at Eagle
Lake. It was getting critical.
This morning, help came out of the woodworks and was there for him.
Once we had a plan, it was get after it - and get after it they did! Robert
thought it was a race until we passed him up. I can verify how impressed we
all were and how quick things got done at the Food Bank. Then we headed to
Verstratton's. Again, how quickly and yet with a lot of fun and enthusiasm it
got done. The fact that we were done before lunch is just still amazing to me.
A "Thank You Jesus" moment to both of us.
Again, thanks to all of you for showing up and helping. I know some of
you wanted to be there, but field conditions just are not the right situation
right now. I know some of you were there in spirit. Some there were the ones
that trained me. This was not a GVST or Master Gardener effort, it was an all
hands on deck - and they were there. It was an R&D effort. That is what this
program
has
been
all
about
for
over
30
years.
Rob DeRocher
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May Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”

www.thehillcountrygardener.com

Birds and Wildlife

•
Lower the purple martin house to
clean it out.
•
Change hummingbird-feeder sugar
water every week.
Color

•
Get begonias and impatiens in. Wait
until mid-month to plant periwinkles. Do
not water overhead.
Mandevilla,
bougainvillea
and
•
Chinese hibiscus are great patio plants.
•
Deadhead spent flowers.
•
Hot weather plants: firebush, lantana,
poinciana, Esperanza, firespike, caladium,
coleus, begonia, moss rose, hibiscus,
bougainvillea, purslane, cannas and blue
princess verbena.
•
Fertilizing potted plants with watersoluble product brings rich color.
Fertilize
roses
for
continued
•
blooming.
•
Let wildflowers go to seed before
mowing.
•
Flower seeds to be sown directly in
the soil include amaranthus, celosia,
morning glory, sunflowers and zinnias.
•
Plant hibiscus, bougainvillea or
mandevilla vines in containers.
Fruits and Nuts

•
Peaches, apples and plums are ready
to harvest when the base color changes from
green to yellow.
•
This is the month for pecan case-

bearer damage.
Apply Lorsban or
Malathion.
•
Keep suckers pruned off fruit trees.
•
Keep fruit trees well watered.
Ornamentals

•
Control army worms and web
worms with Bt, Spinosad, or Malathion.
•
Hold bluebonnet seeds in the fridge
until September.
•
Firebush for sun and firespike for
shade.
Hibiscus, cigar plant, dwarf
Chinese trumpet creeper, lantana, and
firebush on the patio.
•
Caladium corms can be planted
now. Wait until temperatures are above 70
F.
Shade Trees and Shrubs

•
Do NOT prune oak trees.
•
If red-tipped photinia leaves have
black spots, remove leaves and throw them
in the trash.
•
Be careful with string-trimmers
around young trees.
•
Spray summer-weight oil to control
scale bugs on euonymous.
•
If red-tip photinias require constant
pruning, replace with holly, nandina,
xylosma, eleagnus, or pyracantha.
Turf Grass

•
Don’t bag lawn clippings.
•
May is the month to fertilize buffalo
grass but only every 2 years.
11
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•
If starting a new Bermuda grass
lawn, use 2-3 lbs. of seed per 1,000 sq. ft.
and water twice a day.
•
St. Augustine grass will fill in
drought-killed areas if watered regularly.
•
There’s still time to fertilize grass.
•
Yellowing grass leaves with darker
green veins signal symptoms of iron
deficiency.
Vegetables

•
Fruit set is sensitive to high
temperatures; plant okra, Southern peas,
peanuts,
sweet
corn,
watermelons,
cucumbers, squash, cantaloupes and
eggplant the first part of May.
•
Pick tomatoes when they change
from green to green-white color.
•
Keep the tomatoes well watered and
mulched to avoid blossom-end rot. Avoid
watering the leaves.
•
Side dress vegetables with 1 cup slow
release lawn fertilizer (2 cups of organic
fertilizer) per 10 feet of row every 4-6
weeks.
•
Harvest, harvest, harvest. If not,
production will slow or stop.
•
Onions are ready to harvest when the
green tops fall over.

Questions? Write gardener@gvtc.com; to get a
complete
list,
go
to:
www.thehillcountrygardener.com. and click on
“Publications.”
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ATTENTION ALL
SHUTTER BUGS!
DO YOU HAVE SOME GARDENING
OR MASTER GARDENER EVENT
PHOTOS TO SHARE??
PLEASE SEND THEM TO:
KIMBER BRIGGS, SCION EDITOR
briggskm@yahoo.com
DEADLINE FOR UPCOMING ISSUE IS
THE 25th OF THE CURRENT MONTH.
(For example: Publication in the June
issue would need to be submitted by the
25th of May)
With your photo(s), please submit:
Title, date, and the names of MGs in
your photos.
T H A N K

Y O U !
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Junior Master Gardener Page
Hello All! Welcome to the Junior Master Gardener Monthly Updates Page. Here you will find
what our special JMG trained volunteers and Bexar County Master Gardeners have done for the
Youth Gardens Program and some new volunteer opportunities with kids.
Viva Botanica!
Thank you to Susan Hudnall, Ling Yin Liu, Rosalie Iltic,
Pat Simpson, Joan Cornell, Debbie Faunce, Judy Wells,
Vicki Wright, Donna Armstrong, and Barbara Lutz for
helping out at Viva Botanica! They did activities like
Name that veggie, Veggie Stamps, Making Pinwheels,
Making Terrarium Necklaces, Carrot Tasting, with over
120 kids. A Master Gardener Booth was set up to
answer any garden questions as well.
Children’s Vegetable Garden
A very special thank you to Casey Harrington for her
excellent work on the Bexar Youth Gardens Blog. She
highlights the Children’s Vegetable Garden agendas
every week and fills the blog with many beautiful
pictures. Be sure to subscribe to start receiving her
special weekly posts.
https://bexaryouthgardens.wordpress.com/
Coming Up
Learn Grow Eat and Go!
Our Learn Grow Eat Go schools, Graebner Elementary,
Collins Gardens Elementary, and Schulze Elementary are
going strong! For more information on how you can
help with our LGEG projects and schools contact Ruby
Zavala at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Learn Grow Eat and Go! Harvest Dates
May 12th at Collins Garden Elementary
May 26th at Graebner Elementary.
Basil Fest
Six volunteers are needed to help kids pot basil to take
home; volunteers will also talk about how to care for
basil. If you are interested, contact Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu

Summer Camps

When: Jun 5-8, 1pm-5pm
Where: Cody Elementary ,10403 Dugas Dr, 78245
When: Jun 19-21, 8:30am-12:30pm
Location: Pan American Library 1122 W Pyron Ave, 78221
When: Jun 23, 9am-1pm
Location: BiblioTech Library, 3505 Pleasanton Rd, 78221
When: Jun 26-29, 1-5pm
Location: Powell Elementary, 6003 Thunder Dr, 78238
When: Jun 30, 1pm-3:30pm
Location: BiblioTech Library, 3505 Pleasanton Rd, 78221
When: Jul 7, 9am-1pm
Location: BiblioTech West, 2003 S. Zarzamora, Bldg. 10
When: Aug 7-11, 8:30am-2:30pm
Location: Phil Hardberger Park 13203 Blanco Rd, 78216
When: Sep 9, 10am-2pm
Location: BiblioTech East, 1203 N. Walters
When: Sep 16, 10am-12:30pm
Location: BiblioTech East, 1203 N. Walters

Junior Master Gardener Summer Training
Come join us for the 2016 Junior Master Gardener
(JMG) Adult Leader Training designed for teachers,
educators, and volunteers from throughout the State in
support of Youth Gardening. Educators will learn about
“hands-on” group and individual learning experiences
that will provide an appreciation for the environment
and cultivate the minds of children. For more
information contact Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
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Hello Fellow Master Gardeners,

W

I hope this finds everyone doing well and enjoying the beautiful weather we have
had.

i

This month I thought I would share a trip I was fortunate enough to take with my
husband for the Army Aviation convention. I am writing this article from
Nashville, TN in the incredible Opryland Resort.
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As you will see in the pictures following this article, this resort is a horticultural
heaven. There are nine acres of gardens with some of the hotel rooms surrounding
the gardens. Over 750 of the more than 2,800 rooms have views of the garden
atrium. The Opryland employs a staff of 19 horticulturists to tend to these plants 7
days a week, 365 days a year. They use a combination of drip irrigation and hand
watering to emulate rain events required by many of the tropical plants.
The foundation for this garden is a custom soil mix of composted pine bark,
cypress bark, Canadian peat, German peat and solite, which is a rock from
Mississippi to help prevent compaction. The only organics added are earthworm
castings to avoid any unpleasant smells for the guests. More details can be found
at:
http://www.gardencentermag.com/article/garden0513-gaylord-oprylandresort-gardens/
I have spent hours roaming these gardens looking at all the different varieties of
plants and landscaping ideas. It’s been a fascinating trip and if you ever have the
opportunity to visit, I highly recommend it.
Conservationally yours,

w
o
r
d
s
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Anna Vogler
Water Conservation Coordinator
Bexar County Master Gardeners
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O p r y l a n d

R e s o r t

Photos Courtesy of Anna Vogler, Water Conservation Coordinator - BCMG
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MASTER GARDNER GARDEN STARS
Awards and Achievements of Our Fellow Master Gardeners

Congratulations to the first Bexar County Master Gardeners to achieve their
Master Gardener certification for 2017!*
They have earned the 2017 cowboy boot pin by volunteering 30+ hours and completing 6 CEU hours,
of which 3 hours come from attending BCMG monthly meetings. The pins can be picked up at the
monthly BCMG General Meetings. Contact Susan Noonan, susan.noonan@gmail.com for other
delivery options.

2017 BCMG Certification Pin

Ted Ritchie

Jan Craven

Barbara B. Lutz

Jane M. Cobb

Grace Emery

Wilson Grant

Lorene Adkins

Mary Quandt

Donna Armstrong

Mary Beth Parsons

Marcia Rockne

Melody Stramer

Jamie Daily
Liz Campanella

*Hours submitted through April 4, 2017
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AgriLife Advice
AgriLife Extension community fire ant control program a
template for success
Writer: Paul Schattenberg, 210-859-5752, paschattenberg@ag.tamu.edu

April 14, 2017

Contact: Elizabeth “Wizzie” Brown, 512-854-9600, ebrown@ag.tamu.edu
ROUND ROCK – For more than a decade, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service integrated pest management
program specialist Wizzie Brown has been engaged in a community-wide battle against one of the state’s most
persistent pests – the fire ant.
Since 2005, Brown and residents of the Wood Glen community in Round Rock, north of Austin, have collaborated in
a neighborhood fire ant program to control the proliferation of fire ants, eliminate their unsightly mounds and keep
them from biting area residents.
“Fire ants roam from yard to yard and have no regard for property lines,” Brown said.
“They’re easily dispersed during their periodic mating flights, and a high percentage of
mounds in Texas have multiple queens, which can live for two to five years and
produce up to 800 eggs per day.”
Multiple queens also means there is no territorial behavior, resulting in excessive
numbers of fire ant mounds per area, with many actually spread over larger areas than
can be seen.

Fire ants and their unsightly
mounds are reappearing in many
Texas neighborhoods. (Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension photo)

“To my knowledge, the Wood Glen effort in Round Rock has been the longest-running
community-wide fire ant program in the state and probably in the U.S.,” Brown said.
“We recently carried out the fire ant baiting portion of the program and held our annual
fire ant education day for the community.”

The Wood Glen neighborhood has 548 homes and covers over 250 acres. It includes a
community park, green belt and walking trails.
“Originally the community came to me,” said Brown, who has been at the AgriLife Extension office in Travis County
for the past 15 years. “I got a call from one of the residents who knew our agency was part of the Texas A&M
University System and that we provided information and technical assistance on various quality-of-life topics. They
wanted to know if we could help them with their fire ant problem, which was pretty extensive.”
Brown said she gave a fire ant control demonstration to the residents on the “two-step” treatment method, which is
the agency’s preferred fire ant control method. The first step involves semi-annual broadcast applications of fire ant
bait. The second step involves follow-up treatments of individual mounds or “nuisance” ant colonies, such as those
in sensitive or high-traffic areas.
“The two-step method is less labor-intensive, less toxic and more environmentally friendly than most other means of
do-it-yourself fire ant control,” Brown said.
For more details on the two-step treatment method and others, go to the eXtension website at http://bit.ly/2oZoL46
or Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Bookstore at http://bit.ly/2oswCGp.
Brown said similar community-wide fire ant control efforts have also taken place in Bexar and Harris counties in
collaboration with the integrated pest management specialists in the AgriLife Extension offices in those two counties.

17

Vol. 27 Issue 5

May 2017

AgriLife Advice, Cont.
David Schell, a Wood Glen resident and homeowners association board member, said the treatments in the Round
Rock neighborhood have yielded positive results.
“The fire ant program is highly effective at controlling fire ants in both the common areas and homeowners yards,”
Schell said. “In the five years I have lived in Wood Glen, I have not seen any fire ant mounds in my yard.”
Brown estimated the overall efficacy of fire ant treatment in the community at more than 99 percent, with “almost
zero” sightings of mounds or incidents of children or adults being bitten since treatment began. In addition, a survey
Brown conducted on the Wood Glen effort in 2010 documented a 64 percent reduction in pesticide use and $20.73
savings per participating household.
“We only did the front yards with the residents’ permission so they could see what was going on,” Brown said. “They
were so pleased with the results they persuaded their homeowners association to put the cost for fire ant control into
the budget. Now their homeowner dues pay for two bait treatments per year – one spring and one fall – for the front
yards. A few years back, we gave that responsibility over to a pest control company. And each year we also hold a
fire ant information day in the community during which we provide information on baits and advice on their proper
application for residents who want to treat their backyards.”
Brown said Wood Glen wasn’t the only community in which she and community
residents have attempted a long-term fire ant program, but it’s the only one that has
lasted.
“We have tried to keep a program going in three of four communities in the Austin
area, but they eventually stopped, usually because the community lost the
neighborhood ‘champion’ spearheading the effort and the community lost interest,” she
said.

Elizabeth “Wizzie” Brown (right),
entomologist and Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
integrated pest management
specialist in Travis County,
demonstrates the proper use of a
hand-held spreader for a Wood
Glen resident during the recent
fire ant education day. (Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension Service
photo)

Brown said the Wood Glen program’s success has largely been due to active
community involvement combined with an engaged homeowners association that has
been respectful of residents’ wishes and forthcoming in communications about
treatments.
Sam and Leslie Myers, who moved from the Wood Glen neighborhood about four
years ago, were involved in fire ant program efforts in the community for about five
years.

“There were a lot of stay-at-home moms in the neighborhood and they were tired of
their kids getting bit by fire ants both in their yards and the community park area,” said
Leslie Myers. “We were the second residents in the neighborhood to take the lead for the program after Wizzie got it
started.”
The Myers’ role consisted of coordinating with residents on broadcast baiting timing as well as helping with
education day efforts, including providing residents with bait and selling them hand-held spreaders if needed.
“Typically from 100-200 residents came to the community’s fire ant education day,” Sam Myers said.
The Myers also kept the community apprised of their fire ant control efforts through the community newsletter and by
giving updates on the program during the annual homeowner association meeting.
“Once the pest control people took over broadcast baiting of the front lawns, they were great to work with and
always checked to make sure who had opted out for the treatment,” Leslie Myers said. “And the education day out in
the community, where we set up a table and people had to wait in line to get their fire ant bait and spreader, gave
residents the opportunity to talk and get to know one another.”
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The Myers, who are also Texas Master Gardeners, explained their knowledge of gardening and landscaping was a
good tie-in with fire ant control in that it made them aware of beneficial and non-beneficial insects and the need for
fewer chemicals in managing their landscape.
In 2011, Brown and her family moved into the Wood Glen neighborhood, where she remains actively involved in the
program, providing information and technical assistance, particularly during the neighborhood fire ant education day.
“This is a great family neighborhood and I’m glad I can live here in addition to providing expertise for fire ant control
and other aspects of integrated pest management,” she said. “But you don’t need an entomologist living in the
neighborhood to have a successful pest management program. All you need is a community champion and people
willing to support it.”
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WHEN:

Thursday, May 18, 6 – 8 pm

SPEAKER:

Andres Andujar, CEO of the Hemisfair Redevelopment Corp.

TOPIC:

The Complex History (and Future) of Hemisfair Mr. Andujar will discuss the
major development and renovation of the Park into a vibrant, walkable
neighborhood.

WHERE:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Ste. 208, 78230
1.5 CEUs. CEU Code: 003. Free. Meeting begins with a social time at 6pm
followed by the special presentation at 6:30 pm.

Andres Andujar, CEO of the Hemisfair Redevelopment Corp.
Andres Andujar was selected by the Hemisfair Park Area
Redevelopment Corporation Board as CEO in 2011. He has
been driving the vision for the Hemisfair area redevelopment,
which is based on a half dozen big ideas that can be applied
to efforts around the world to convert underused urban open
space to help transform a city’s built environment,
competitiveness and culture. In addition to his work on
Hemisfair Park, he helped develop a vision and coined the
term “River North” for an area north of our downtown
surrounding the Museum Reach of the Riverwalk extension
that resulted in a 400-acre urban rezoning and the creation of
a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone. For that volunteer effort,
Andujar was given an honorary title from the American Institute
of Architects, named one of San Antonio’s Visionaries, and Downtowner of the Year by the Downtown
Alliance. Andujar received his bachelor’s degree in architectural engineering from the University of
Texas at Austin in 1980. His career includes design, construction and related management experience
of several billion dollars’ worth of projects around the US and abroad.
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The Board of Directors is pleased to announce
the selection of JAN POTTER as the new BCMG
Bookkeeper/Office Manager. You can reach Jan
at office@bexarmg.org or phone: (210) 631-0404.
Office Hours have also changed to: Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 11am to 2pm!
Jan is originally from Oregon and has been a
professional volunteer for about the last decade
here in San Antonio: Bexar County Master
Gardener since 2008; Alamo Area Master Naturalist since 2011; Volunteer for the SA
Fire Museum Society and a Therapy Team Volunteer.
AND…
A Hearty Welcome to DENISE PEREZ, the New
AgriLife Administrative Assistant – Horticulture.
Denise's email address is: dsperez@ag.tamu.edu.

Monday, May 1st was a Great Day for BCMG at TMGA Awards Banquet. BCMG received awards in
seven of the eight categories for which we had submissions!
1st Place Awards
Marva E Beck JMG Leader Award to Ruby Zavala,
(Extra Large Assn Category) Youth JMG Program: Learn,Grow, Eat, Go!
(Extra Large Assn Category) Project: Phil Hardberger Park Children's Vegetable Garden
2nd Place Awards
(Extra Large Assn Category) Written Education: BCMG Public Group on Facebook
(Extra Large Assn Category) Research: Spring Tomato Trials
(Extra Large Assn Category) Outstanding Association: Bexar County Master Gardeners
3rd Place Award
(Extra Large Assn Category) Outstanding Master Gardener: Jack Downey
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N E E D E D :
PLASTIC SHOPPING BA GS!!
B exar Co un ty 4-H is co ll e ct in g p la s ti c
s hopp ing bags (W al ma r t, H EB, e tc .) t o
m ake sl eepi ng m ats f or the ho m e le ss
duri ng T exas 4 -H R o undu p.
Pl ease bri ng th e ba gs t o Sui te 2 1 2 or
208 by M ay 26 t h and as k f o r Pam , Ca l l
210- 631-0400 if y ou hav e ques ti on s .

MASTER GARDENER SPECIALIST
COURSES IN 2017
If you are interested in attending, please
email David Rodriguez, Extension AgentHorticulture, Bexar County. BCMG CEU
Code: 001.
TREE CARE - May 17-19, McKinney - Collin
County Event
NEW - JUNIOR MASTER GARDENER
SPECIALIST TRAINING, Aug 1-4, Corinth
- DCMG Website.
VEGETABLE - Oct 17-19, Bexar County
MGs, San Antonio
Learn more about MG Specialists Training
& our Current BCMG Specialists at
our website!

W A N T E D ! !
S p e a k e r ’ s B u r e a u
C o o r d i n a t o r …
Any Master Gardener (or intern)
interested in becoming the Speakers
Bureau Coordinator should email Jack
Downey at bcmgjack@gmail.com or
210-771-7312.
Work requirements:
One to several hours per week

B C M G G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g s
This Month: Andres Andujar, CEO of
Hemisfair Redevelopment Corp. has been
invited to present to our membership on
the history and future of Hemisfair.
Next Month: To Be Announced

ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Sign-up for VOLUNTEER EVENTS can be
done online using the Event Calendar in
the Volunteer Management System
(VMS). Find out the number of volunteers
still needed, project codes and even
request an event reminder!
NEED TO REPORT YOUR HOURS?
Go To: www.bexarmg.org
Click on “Members”
Scroll down and click on “Report Your
Volunteer Hours”
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Ongoing

Volunteer

Opportunities

COMMUNITY GARDENS (Code 400)
Green Space Alliance (Code
401) Knowledgeable gardeners are wanted to
regularly serve as garden mentors and
occasionally help with special gardening
projects.
Contact: Tia Moen, Community Outreach
Manager at mailto:tia@greensatx.org
Location: Varies
Website:
https://www.greensatx.org/upcomingevents/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/
or http://www.meetup.com/San-AntonioCG/
Haven for Hope (H4H) (Code 402) BCMGs
have been helping to maintain the H4H
vegetable and butterfly gardens. Also looking
for a few individuals to assist with garden
chores and who are available on Tuesday
mornings between 8-11am. Additional times
and dates are established as needed. There are
two steps required to become a Haven for
Hope volunteer as described at the website
below. Please inform the staff you are a
Master Gardner and are interested in helping
in the garden.
MG Contact: Andrew Waring at
bcmg58@gmail.com
Location: 1 Haven for Hope Way, San
Antonio, TX 78207

Website:
http://www.havenforhope.org/new/volunt
eers
Herff Farm (Code 403) Volunteer to plant
and maintain gardens used for inspiring the
public to garden. Teach different ways to
garden and how to do it organically.
Workdays are Tuesday afternoons and
Thursday mornings (email Shanna Ciano for
exact times); Saturdays from 9am-1pm greet
visitors and answer their gardening
questions.
MG Contact: Shanna Ciano at
shannac@beecreek.net
Location: 33 Herff Road, Boerne TX 78006
Website:
http://www.cibolo.org/difference/vol_secti
on/
SA Food Bank Gardens (Code 404) Help
plant, maintain and harvest the gardens at
SA Food Bank. For more information, check
out the SA Food Bank Guide for Garden
Volunteers at the website below.
MG Contact: Ted Ritchie at
tnritch@gmail.com or call: 210-744-4220
Location: 5200 W Old US Hwy 90, San
Antonio, TX 78227
Website: http://safoodbank.org/steps-tovolunteer/
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Schultze Cottage (Code 405) In past years,
the Hemisfair Park Cottage was a centerpiece
of Master Gardener demonstration
gardening and a gardening gift shop.
Consider rolling up your sleeves and
working to renew and maintain our cottage
as part of San Antonio’s redeveloping
Hemisfair Park.
MG Contact: Jack Downey at
bcmgjack@gmail.com
Location: 514 Hemisfair Park, San Antonio,
TX 78205
Wounded Warrior Gardens (Code 406) Join
the folks who maintain very special gardens
for our seriously injured warriors. These
gardens are designed to offer therapy as well
as beauty.
MG Contact: Joyce Dare at
joyce_dare@satx.rr.com
Location: Warrior & Family Support Center,
Bldg. 3628 Rawley E. Chambers Rd., Fort
Sam Houston, TX 78234
YOUTH PROGRAMS (Code 980)
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ SABOT
(Code 980a) All interested and curious
volunteers welcome for Fall and Spring
programs at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden CVG!
MG Contacts: Mary Fernandez at
fernandez.m1978@gmail.com, or John Mayer
at JMayerUDRetired@yahoo.com, or David
Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu SABOT Contact:
Volunteer Coordinator Nadezhda Garza at
ngarza@sabot.org or call 210-207-3261 or 210536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
Websites: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/childrens-vegetable-gardenprogram/ https://www.facebook.com/Bexa
24
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rCountyYouthGardensProgram
https://bexaryouthgardens.wordpress.com
/
Children’s Vegetable Garden @ Hardberger
Park (Code 980a) The Phil Hardberger Park
Children’s Vegetable Garden is busy with
new classes of children planting delicious
seasonal vegetables. The garden could use
more volunteers in a variety of jobs. The
Hardberger Park CVG works with the
children on Tuesday mornings, and always
needs MGs for the Watering Team.
MG Contact: Nancy Brown at
nan.bro@att.net or 210-315-5015
Location: 1021 Voelcker Lane, San Antonio,
TX 78248
Website:
https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/even
ts/kid-friendly-events/childrens-vegetablegarden/1376-cvg-season-2
Junior Master Gardener (JMG) Activities
(Code 980c)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
School Gardens (Adopt-a-School) (Code
980d)
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
Terrarium Project (Code 980b) Work with
children on an age-appropriate, TEKS-based
lessons, building a terrarium to keep, and
touring the Conservatory. Training is
provided.
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
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Youth Speakers Bureau (Code 980g) Take
fun gardening activities (insects –– plants ––
soils) to a youth garden class!
MG Contact: Ruby Zavala at
Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
Location: Varies
ADDITIONAL GARDENING
OPPORTUNITIES…
MG Helping Hands (Code 304) Help BCMG
with mailings or other work at our office.
MG Contact: Holly Julian at
khollyj@satx.rr.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
MG Hotline (Code 503) The BCMG Plant
Hotline answers phone and email questions
daily. It is a very good way to learn about a
variety of gardening topics. For those of us
who don’t tolerate heat well, it’s great!
MG Contacts: Jim Strong,
jrstrong44@gmail.com and Anne Goode,
buagoode@outlook.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/bexar-county-master-gardenerhotline/
MG Speakers Bureau (Code 900) The
Speakers’ Bureau needs your help! Join the
speaker request notification list to volunteer
as a Speaker (Codes: 902=preparation;
903=presentation; 904=tear down), or as a
Speakers Bureau assistant to accompany each
speaker on their engagement to manage
handouts and sign-in sheets, and to return
completed sign-in sheets to the BCMG office
(Code 901).

May 2017
MG Contact: Karen Gardner at
karen.gardner@bexarmg.org or call 210-5713903
Location: Varies
Website: http://www.bexarmg.org/whatwe-do/educational-program/
MG Training Class (Code 202) Tell Lou you
would like to serve as a mentor for intern
class participants!
MG Contact: Lou Kellogg,
bexarmg1@gmail.com
Location: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service, 3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208,
78230
Websites:
http://www.bexarmg.org/about/35-2/
and http://www.bexarmg.org/getinvolved/
Plant Trials (Code 950d) Email David to be
added to a list of MGs who will be contacted
directly when help is needed for a project.
Contact: David Rodriguez at
dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu
Locations: Food Bank, San Antonio Botanical
Gardens and others as identified.
San Antonio Botanical Garden (Code
800) Master Gardeners can participate in
Plant Propagation (Code 801) working in the
SABOT greenhouse under the direction of
Mary Irish, or in General Gardens Help
(Code 802) which includes various seasonal
gardening chores (watering plants, cleaning
up plants, dead leaves, deadheading,
pruning, etc.).
Contact: SABOT Volunteer Coordinator
Nadezhda Garza at ngarza@sabot.org or call
210-207-3261 or 210-536-1415 for day and
time information.
Location: 555 Funston Place, San Antonio,
TX 78209
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Two Terrific Volunteer Opportunities to Earn Volunteer Hours
and Funds for BCMG!

Secret Garden Yard Tour

Become an HOA Landscape
Consultant

BCMG is partnering with SAWS to
provide Home Owners Associations with
When: Saturday, May 13, 2017
Two Shifts: 9:30-12:30pm & Noon-3pm
Where: Six Homes in the Monte Vista
Historic Neighborhood, 78212
What: Docents (12 per shift) are needed to
identify and promote native plants,
disseminate information and answer
questions. Greeters (six per shift) are also
needed for the front yards to greet people,
and hand out map/brochures. Vol Code: 401
Incentives: For every MG Volunteer, Green
Spaces Alliance (GSA) of South Texas will
donate $25 to BCMG.
All Docents can receive a 50% discount on
the Garden Social, Tea Time in a Texas
Garden, from 3-5 pm at the Landa Library.
$50 value.
All Greeters can take the Secret Garden
Yard Tour for free. $20 value.
Interested? Please email Gail Gallegos,
GSA Executive Director, or call: 210222-8430 x301.
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landscape consultations for HOA
members. SAWS will make a donation to
BCMG for each consultation. The initial
effort will take place with
Roseheart Home Owners Association off
Bulverde Rd (just north 1604)
Roseheart HOA Landscape Consultations
When: One weekday and one Saturday in
May or June (depending on your schedule);
9am-1pm (hours flexible)
Where: Roseheart HOA, 59 Roseheart,
(and specific residences in Roseheart),
78259
Info: Two or four BCMG volunteers are
needed to work as a team, walk the
landscapes with residents, and give advice
to those interested in learning water saving
techniques & proper planting/care for their
specific landscapes. Training will be
provided.
Please email Anna Vogler for more
information. Vol Code: 304
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to
assist Bexar County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education
opportunities to the community in which we live. Please feel free to contact the Board
– or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

Minutes - BCMG Board of Directors Meeting April 20, 2017
Call to Order
• Meeting called to order by Jack Downey, April 20, 2017, 3:16 p.m.
• Board Members present: Jack Downey (President), Ruben Lozano (Vice
President), Lori Bindseil (Treasurer), Sherry Cantrell (Secretary), Ann Marie
Pease (Member at Large), Mary Beth Parsons (Member at Large).
• Absent Board Members: Inez Ornelas (Membership).
• Other Attendees: David Rodriguez (CEA), Lou Kellogg (Director of
Education), Anna Vogler (Water Conservation), Barbara Lutz (Past
President), Ruby Zavala (Youth Gardens), Jan Potter ((Office Manager/
Bookkeeper), John Opiela.
Approval of Minutes for March 2017 BOD Meeting
• Motion to approve the March minutes made by Lori; 2nd by Ruben.
Approved by unanimous acclamation.
CEA Report - David Rodriguez
• David advised the tomato trials are ﬁnished, and that red blue bonnets
will be brought to the Food Bank on Tuesday.
• David voiced concerns about BCMG pulling out of the rodeo and would
like the board to give more thought to the question of our future
participation. He advised that Ruby would likely lose the beneﬁt of her
grant and that our organization would also lose signiﬁcant revenue from
plant sales. While ﬁnal numbers were not available, gross revenue totaled
about $12K, with expenses of about $4K, leaving us a net proﬁt of
approximately $8K. Considering our long history with the rodeo, a
decision to pull out may not be looked upon favorably by Texas Agrilife
and others. Some discussion took place on branding, scheduling less
people, and the parking and transportation issues. Jack suggested we
consider reducing our current scholarship funding in order to have more
dollars for transportation costs.
• David reported he is very pleased with the hiring of Denise Perez, the new
Office Assistant, replacing Angel.
Page 1 of 5, April 20, 2017 Minutes
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Youth Program Coordinator Report - Ruby Zavala
• Ruby is busy preparing for summer camps. She has four interns from the
current class who have expressed an interest in working with children.
• The ﬁrst camp begins June 5. Topics include insects, plants, compost and
snakes and spiders.
Water Conservation Report - Anna Vogler
• Anna reported on her research of the use of dropbox for storage and
access of all Speakers Bureau presentations. Her recommendation is to
utilize an upgraded Personal Account (as opposed to a Business Account).
An upgraded Personal Account has a monthly fee of $8.95. Lynn Cox, our
current librarian, will manage the library, and Jack will establish an email
address that she and any future librarian will be able to use. A code to
access presentations and presenter notes will only be given to speakers.
• Anna advised plans are still progressing for both Education Saturday in
the Fall and an early spring MG Garden Show. Exact dates have not yet
been determined.
• Anna provided an update on the Roseheart HOA project. Residents are

excited about having MGs provide one hour consultations on their
individual properties. Each consultation will address irrigation, what is
not working and suggestions of what would work. She expressed she will
need two volunteers for each consultations. Once she submits a proposal
to SAWS on the structure of a consultation and receives approval, we can
begin scheduling consultations. SAWS will then reimburse us for each
consultation completed.

• Festival of Flowers is ready to launch. She participated with others in a
productive meeting with SAWS. BCMG is taking responsibility for the entry
way, which includes a rain harvesting display and plant giveaways. SAWS
is providing all the materials for the display.
Education Report- Lou Kellogg
• Lou reported the new intern class is going well, and the course is about
1/2 complete.
Page 2 of 5, April 20, 2017 Minutes
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• Lou reported he has done two recent lectures and has amended the
presentations with slides about what BCMG is all about. He feels this is a
good way draw attention to our organization and our mission.
• The turf grass presentation he made to Bexar County employees (at 211
S. Flores), was paid for by SAWS and was well received. He suggested to
the County that additional presentations be scheduled for more of their
employees who are located at some of their other locations.
Membership Report- Inez Ornelas (not present)
Treasurer’s Report - Lori Bindseil
• Lori reported that not much is going on right now. SAWS did reduce one
of our rodeo invoices and another invoice for $2600 has been submitted.
• Dues have continued to trickle in; only about 30 people did not pay.
• Ruben reported the CD implementation (with Randolph Brooks CU) will be
completed soon, once he has all required signatures.
• Ann Marie reported on the Credit Card status. Her investigation is
complete and her ﬁnal recommendation is to go with Square. This system
was highly recommended by the Native Plant Society of Texas. No
motions were made but approvals were given by unanimous acclamation.

Old Business
• Ruben advised he has received some nominations for the slate of
candidates for the upcoming election with the exception of President.

This is a big concern. Some names were suggested, but some of those
have been approached and, respectively, declined. Jack was asked if he
would consider staying in the position (with a change to the bylaws), but
on behalf of his wife, he declined. The search goes on.

• Meeting times for monthly board meetings were revised, as follows:
o When the BCMG monthly meeting is in the afternoon, the BOD
meeting will immediately follow the conclusion of the BCMG
meeting. (Note: As the ﬁnish time of speakers at these meetings
can vary, all board members should attend the BCMG meeting to
Page 3 of 5, April 20, 2017 Minutes
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allow the BOD meeting to start promptly after completion of the
regular meeting).
o When the BCMG monthly meeting is in the evening, the BOD
meeting will be held prior the BCMG meeting at 3:30 pm.
New Business
• The $1000 check to the Guadalupe MGs has been delivered.
• Typos found by Ann Marie in the by-law changes will be corrected.
• Three people were interviewed for the position of office manager, and Jan
Potter, Class #47, was selected. The office will be open for business on
Tuesday and Thursday from 11-2. While jan will be in the office at 10 on
those days, that hour is designated, as time for her. All MGs are being
asked to honor the official office hours of 11 to 2 on those days and not
disturb her between 10 and 11.
• On the day of the BOD meeting, Jack requested that we allow Jan to add
additional work hours, as needed. Motion to approve allowing the office
manager to add additional work time, as needed, on the day of the BOD
meeting, was made by Ann Marie; 2nd by Lori. Approved by unanimous
acclamation
• Jack is waiting to hear back from Andres Andujar, CEO of Hemisphere
Park Area Redevelopment, regarding an invite as our next Speaker of the
Month.
• Jack has been talking with Santos Menchaca, a Johnson Controls
employee and chairman of Blue Sky Involve Volunteer Program, regarding
their desire to partner with a nonproﬁt on an environmental project. Jack
suggested the Schultz House as a possible project.
• Anna conﬁrmed BCMG will not participate in the Fall Home and Garden
Show.

Page 4 of 5, April 20, 2017 Minutes
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Upcoming BOD Meeting
• Date for the next BOD meeting is May 18, 2017, 3:30 p.m..

Adjournment
• Meeting adjourned, 4:22 p.m., by Jack Downey, April 205, 2017.

Sherry Cantrell

Jack Downey

Secretary

President

Page 5 of 5, April 20, 2017 Minutes
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge

President
Jack Downey
President@bexarmg.org

Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1
Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2
Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3
Tommy Calvert,
Commissioner

BCMG Board of Directors
Meeting
Thurs., May 18, 3:30 – 6 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio

Meetings are held monthly. Members can
request items to be added to the agenda by
emailing the President,
President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days prior
to the meeting date.
All members are welcome to observe the
meetings, however in order to
accommodate seating, please email the
President that you will be attending.
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Vice President
Ruben Lozano
vp@bexarmg.org
Treasurer
Lori Bindseil
Treasurer@bexarmg.org
Secretary
Sherry Cantrell
Secretary@bexarmg.org
Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org
Members-at-Large
Marybeth Parsons
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ann Marie Pease
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Barbara Lutz
PastPresident@bexarmg.org
To Send an E-mail to the entire Board
board@bexarcountymastergardeners.org
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Just One More…

Turf Grass 101 at Milberger’s
April 1
David Rodriguez, Presenter

AgriLife Extension Volunteer Luncheon
Tuesday, April 18
Do you recognize this man in a coat and tie??
Cleans up nice! (It’s our own David Rodriguez!)

What is a Master Gardener?
Bexar County Master Gardeners are trained, certified volunteers who support the educational horticulture
programs and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension service in Bexar County. We work with County Extension
Agent-Horticulture David Rodriguez to help create and maintain gardens that showcase plants for our area;
help with trial gardens and field research; share planting, composting, and irrigation methods; present
information at garden and trade events; answer horticultural inquiries over the telephone; organize and/or
present educational programs to various groups; introduce children to gardens through programs in schools
and the Children’s Vegetable Garden; and increase awareness of integrated pest management, water
conservation, and other environmental stewardship issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are held in spring. Classes are usually be held on Wednesdays from 12
pm to 4 pm. After acceptance into the program, intern students are required to submit to a background
check, attend the 13-week course, and complete 50 hours of volunteer service within a year before they are
certified as a Master Gardener. Lectures by experts in their field, hands-on activities, and field trips make up
the classroom experience. A large variety of volunteer activities offered throughout the year provide ample
opportunity to complete the service requirement. After initial certification, Master Gardeners are required to
complete 30 hours of service and 6 continuing education hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the Bexar County Master Gardener mission. We are “hands-on” gardeners
who are interested in sharing all aspects of gardening with anyone who will listen.
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From The Editor…

“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” – Jane Goodall

I don’t think mushrooms get much attention,
unless you’re eating them. My favorite
mushroom is the mighty portobello. It’s a
healthy alternative to your traditional
“hamburger” and has a delicious flavor
when cooked right and married to the right
herbs and spices. However, this past month
when I was out in my yard, a very unusual,
bright yellow mushroom caught my eye.

© K. Briggs

The Mushroom

The mushroom is the elf of plants,
At evening it is not;
At morning in a truffled hut
It stops upon a spot
As if it tarried always;
And yet its whole career
Is shorter than a snake's delay,
And fleeter than a tare.
'T is vegetation's juggler,
The germ of alibi;
Doth like a bubble antedate,
And like a bubble hie.
I feel as if the grass were pleased
To have it intermit;
The surreptitious scion
Of summer's circumspect.
Had nature any outcast face,
Could she a son contemn,
Had nature an Iscariot,
That mushroom, — it is him.
--Emily Dickinson
34

What I found strange was that it was
growing out of one of the large pots I had on
the edge of one of my planting beds, and
although I was familiar with seeing
mushrooms sprout up in the beds
themselves, I’d never seen them do the same
thing in a pot.
So, I was curious. I took a few pictures and
headed for my desk and began my search by
Googling “images of yellow mushrooms”
and eventually I tracked down the mystery
mushroom. It is called Leucocoprinus
birnbaumii, a name it earned from its
discovery by a garden inspector named
Birnbaum (Czech, 1839). Prior to that
“discovery,” it had been given (briefly) the
name Agaricus luteus by the English
mycologist James Bolton in 1785, but that
name had already been taken by another
fungus, so thereafter it was referred to as
Lepiota lutea, up until the 1980s. Regardless,
you can find information by either L.
birnbaumii or L. lutea. So now that the Latin
(which I rarely can remember) is out of the
way, here are the common names it goes by:
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flowerpot or yellow parasol, yellow
houseplant
mushroom,
lemon-yellow
lepiota, yellow pleated parasol, plantpot
dapperling (UK), and spirit umbrellas
(Bahamas).
For me, the most important question was:
will L. birnbaumii harm my plants?
According to all the sources I consulted, the
answer is “no.” So, where do they come
from? Interestingly, these mushrooms
usually show up in very fertile potting soil,
which is why you see them usually in
houseplant pots. They enjoy a very warm,
humid environment with their favorite being
a greenhouse. The pot that I found mine in
did have a very rich environment thanks to
“Miracle Grow” potting soil, combined with
some 80+ degree days, a few good
rainstorms and, voila!
As most gardeners know, mushrooms
belong to the kingdom “Fungi” and the
mushroom itself is the fruit of a particular
fungus. It reproduces by spores that act the
same way as seeds do for plants. According
to mycologists (mushroom scientists),
mushrooms are identified by looking at the
spores under a microscope as well as the
color of grouped spores that can be seen with
the naked eye (so we’re halfway there just by
looking at it!). L. birnbaumii has white spores.
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my yummy portobello mushroom “burger,”
L. birnbaumii is not. In fact most sources
agree that eating these mushrooms will give
you a major stomachache.
Which, may make you think, “Well, if that’s
the case, I think I’ll just get rid of them.” Not
as easy as it sounds. Because of the way
yellow houseplant mushroom reproduces
through spores, it is VERY hard to get rid of
once it’s found its way into the soil. I
consulted one website that had a variety of
suggestions on how to get rid of them,
ranging from removing the caps, scraping
off the top layer of soil, changing the soil out
completely, treating the soil with a fungicide
and changing the environment that the plant
is
in
(www.gardenknowhow.com).
However, with all of that effort, the
likelihood is that you will continue to see L.
birnbaumii’s bright yellow little head
popping out of the soil again given the right
heat and humidity.
My final thought: Since it doesn’t harm the
plant it’s living with, might as well just enjoy
its unique beauty!
Your Editor,

Kimber Briggs

Yellow houseplant mushroom is a
saprotroph, which means it gets its nutrition
from decaying plant matter by secreting
digestive juices that convert its food into a
liquid that can then be absorbed. Just goes to
prove that everything has a purpose, and in
this instance, mushrooms are the “garbage
workers” of the Fungi Kingdom.
Although some mushrooms are edible, like
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