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Dear Friends – 
 
As I write this I have worn a coat outside for the first time in months – and, it’s wonderful to feel 
Fall-like weather even for just a few days. 
. 
When we start hunting for our coats and sweaters it means its Rodeo time!  Rodeo planning is 
in full swing with David Rodriguez leading the planning and John Maldonado again signing 
on to lead the construction effort.  He did a wonderful job last year and I’m confident he will 
sustain that excellence again this year. Please plan your calendars so you can volunteer a 
shift or two at the Rodeo – everyone’s help makes it less demanding on just a few stalwarts. 
 
On Tuesday, November 7th, we will host Steven Chamblee for our November monthly 
meeting at the San Antonio Garden Center. Notice the date and location!  This meeting 
counts as our November monthly meeting.  Steven will talk on “Texas Tough Plants” and he is 
well worth hearing. A $5 donation will be requested to assist in defraying his costs. 
 
Our Christmas Party is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, December 10, at the San 
Antonio Garden Center. An afternoon event ensures those who don’t wish to drive at night can 
attend and join in the festivities but be home before it gets dark.  
 
For the first time, we will hold Board of Director elections at the Christmas Party as we 
transition to a calendar year term of office. We will once again ask our members to bring the 
desserts and savories. The delicious varieties are always such a big hit with us dessert lovers 
– I’m dieting now to get ready! 
 
In closing, I want to thank all the Master Gardeners who have supported me in the office of 
President throughout the past three years. I would especially like to thank the members who 
have served on the Board of Directors with me for their hard work and courage in making 
some of the difficult decisions we faced. It has been my honor to represent the Bexar County 
Master Gardeners in state, county and city interactions and I hope I’ve made you proud. 
 
Take care, and I’ll see you in the garden – 
 

      Jack Downey, President   

      Bexar County Master Gardeners 
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We are aligning our Fiscal Year so that all financial accounting, hours 

reporting, recognition and leadership terms occur on a Calendar Year (CY) 

basis (Jan to Dec).  

  

 
 

We have a full slate of nominees for the 2018 Board of Directors!   

 

The election will take place during the December BCMG Christmas Party on 

December 10. 

  
 Slate of Officers: 
 

PRESIDENT  Grace Emery (60) 
VICE PRESIDENT Bill Swantner (61) 
SECRETARY Brenda Burell (60) 
TREASURER Lori Bindseil (56) 
MEMBER AT LARGE – 2 positions John Maldonado (60) 
  Don Crites (47) 
DIRECTOR/MEMBERSHIP Chris McKnight  
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BCMG November Meeting! 

  

 

 

Join us on Tuesday, November 7 

 San Antonio Garden Center (3310 N New Braunfels Ave, 78209)  

An Evening with Steven Chamblee, 6:30 p.m. 

Author and Chief Horticulturalist of Chandor Gardens in Weatherford, TX. 

 

   

Don’t miss “Texas Tough Plants”.  Steven will discuss the "best of the best 

"native and adapted plants for our gardens. 

 

This is the last opportunity (this calendar year) for 2 CEUs towards your 

recertification requirement of 3 of 6 CEUs at BCMG meetings. 

$5 Donation Requested. 

Social Time @ 6:30pm and Speaker @ 7pm 
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Steven L. Chamblee Biography 

 

Steven Chamblee is a horticulturist and garden writer with a love for discovery, 

whether on the road giving presentations across Texas or at home, walking his 

familiar meadow.  He seeks connections between hard science and matters of the 

heart, often chronicling them in his Native Son articles in Neil Sperry's e-

Gardens.  Currently, Steven is the horticulturist at Chandor Gardens in 

Weatherford, Texas. 

 

Steven has been active in horticulture for over 35 years.  Developing his love for 

plants by transplanting trees with his father back in the late 1970’s, Steven soon 

formed Southern Lawn Care, a landscape maintenance company.   In 1986, he 

joined the Fort Worth Botanic Garden as a Gardener.  His natural curiosity led him 

to enroll in Tarrant County Junior College, where he earned his AAS (Associate of 

Applied Science) degree in Horticulture.  Still working full-time at the Garden, 

Steven earned his Bachelor’s degree in Horticulture from Tarleton State 

University.  He then received a fellowship in the prestigious Longwood Graduate 

Program, and earned the Master of Science degree in Public Horticulture 

Administration from the University of Delaware.   

 

After graduate school, Steven served as the Native Plant Horticulturist for the 

Heard Natural Science Museum in McKinney, Texas, before returning to the Fort 

Worth Botanic Garden as the Grounds Manager.  As the Education Director for 

the Garden, he focused on developing a variety of self-sustaining educational 

programs.  Currently the Horticulturist for Chandor Gardens in Weatherford, 

Steven uses his collective experiences to bring vibrant artistic expression to the 

garden and inspired educational opportunities to the community. 

 

He serves as an Adjunct Instructor for Tarrant County College and Tarleton 

State University, as well as teaching non-credit classes for Texas Christian 

University’s Extended Education. 

 

Steven L. Chamblee, Horticulturist 

Chandor Gardens, 711 West Lee Avenue, Weatherford, Texas 76086 

Main office--817-613-1700 

schamblee@weatherfordtx.gov or www.chandorgardens.com 

mailto:schamblee@weatherfordtx.gov
http://www.chandorgardens.com/
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Master Gardener of the FALL! 

Keeley Porter 
 

 

 
 

 

Keeley Porter, our Master Gardener for the Autumn season, is a lady with an international 

wanderlust.  Born in England to an American businessman and his English wife, Keeley could not 

pinpoint any specific part of the British Isles as her base, since her family moved frequently.  

When she was 17 years old, Keeley’s yearning to explore different parts of the globe brought her 

to Lancaster, Pennsylvania for what was to have been a brief stay with her father’s aunt.  

Instead, Keeley liked the U.S. so much that she stayed for one year and then joined the Air 

Force to continue her global odyssey.  Keeley’s career in the Air Force eventually brought her to 

San Antonio for a tour of duty.  Keeley confesses to not having liked the San Antonio area that 

much, especially because of its dry, hot climate and poor soil conditions, so different from her 

native England.  However, her only daughter did not share her assessment of South Texas and 

decided to make this area her home.  What a dilemma that decision posed for Keeley, but she 

solved it in a very unique way. 

  

Keeley now spends six months out of the year, from October through April, here in the area, 

where she lives on five acres of land in Boerne with her daughter and, as she puts it, her eleven 

four-footed “grandchildren.”  During those six months, Keeley is able to give her daughter, a 

forensic toxicology chemist who works for the San Antonio Chief Medical Examiner, a break from 

being the sole custodian of those eleven-four-footed critters she has collected over the years.  

Then, when San Antonio weather starts to heat up, Keeley flies away to her two homes in Europe.   
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One is a tiny dwelling she calls her “mouse house,” located close to a sister who still lives in 

England.  The other European get-away is a small cabin in Germany, near another sister who lives 

there.  What a great life be able to live with family members on two continents and a major island 

country while avoiding the extremes of cold and heat that exist in all of those places! 

  

When asked about her background in gardening as a child or young adult, Keeley admitted to 

having had none, but gardening, she claims, is in the blood of every British person.  She says that 

you know that you are truly British when, sometime in your 30’s, you wake up one day and find a 

trowel in your hand.  At least that was how it happened for Keeley.  She was then in the Air Force 

with no home or garden to call her own, so she spent the rest of her military career “digging 

weeds” wherever she went. 

  

With retirement and reluctant settlement in South Texas, Keeley started volunteering at the 

Botanical Gardens.  There, she met friends who suggested she become either a Master Naturalist 

or a Master Gardener.  Keeley chose to do both.  As she learned more about gardening in South 

Texas, she began to soften in her attitude about the San Antonio area. She started to appreciate 

the challenge of raising plants with the South Texas climate and soil conditions.  In England, 

Keeley says, all you need to do is put the plant in the soil and it grows.  Not so here, where you 

must choose a plant that survives the aridity, heat and poor soil conditions found here, and then 

nurture it by providing amended soil and adequate water.  The rewards for such care can be very 

gratifying, and the threat of failure heightens the feeling of personal satisfaction when plants 

grow and thrive under the care of a dedicated gardener. 

  

Keeley continues her love of gardening when she is abroad.  She and her sister in England plant in 

allotment gardens close to their homes.  These are community gardens that came into being 

during the war, when people needed to grow food to survive.  In Germany, Keeley raises flowers 

that she cannot grow here and delights in their beauty and variety. 

  

When she is in the San Antonio area, Keeley keeps active as both a Master Gardener and as a 

Master Naturalist.  She enjoys assisting with the Spring Home and Garden Show in any capacity, 

helps with Master Gardener activities during the Rodeo, continues to volunteer at the Botanical 

Gardens, and does administrative work as needed by the Master Gardeners.  As a Master 

Naturalist, she enjoys volunteering at the Cibolo Nature Center.  Her most current project is to 

work at the Kronkosky Gardens in Boerne, which furnish fresh produce directly to Senior Citizens 

and to Meals-On-Wheels.  She puts in at least 100 volunteer hours each year for both groups.  

Not bad for someone who is only around for 6 months out of the year! 

  

Keeley advises her fellow gardeners to get out into the dirt and to get involved with volunteer 

activities.  She especially advocates working with children in the various educational outreach 

programs sponsored by the Bexar County Master Gardeners.  While she still loves to travel, 

Keeley has surrendered part of her wanderlust to the contentment that comes from the friends 

she has made among her fellow Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists and from the 

satisfaction that she now finds in volunteering and raising plants in the South Texas soil. 
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Hello, Fellow Master Gardeners, 
 
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying this beautiful weather. 
 
This month, I would like to highlight the varieties of bulbs that we sold 
at both our CULTIVATE! plant sale and at the BCMG booth at the  
SA Fall Home & Garden Show.  Some of you might consider these to 
be an old fashioned flower, but in actuality, they are a very relevant 
choice for our landscapes today.  They are naturally drought tolerant 
and will thrive in our thin soils. Once planted, they will come up year 
after year and will multiply as well.  As an added bonus, they are also 
naturally deer and critter resistant. The bulbs that we sold, which will 
do well in our area, are: Narcissus ‘Earlycheer’, Narcissus ‘Autumn 
Colors’, Amaryllis ‘Belladonna’ (mixed colors), Heirloom Antique 
Freesia, and Habranthus texanus, or Texas rain lily.   
 
Now is the time to plant all of these varieties for them to  
begin sprouting in early spring. The rain lilies might actually bloom 
before then, as they are harder to predict.  Most of these varieties will 
do well if you plant several of them together, and this common 
practice will give a more natural look in the landscape. The Amaryllis, 
however, wants its own space, so plant these bulbs alone and allow 
for 8-10” between each bulb.    
 
We sold quite a few bulbs last month, but we still have some for sale. 
They will be available for sale at our November 7 BCMG meeting and 
presentation by Steven Chamblee.  The instruction book will also be 
available if you have any further questions.  I hope you give these 
bulbs a try, I know you won’t be disappointed! I look forward to seeing 
you all on November 7th and I hope you will add these drought 
tolerant flowering bulbs to your landscape.  
 

              

             Conservationally Yours, 
 

                       Anna Vogler 

       Water Conservation Coordinator 
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Bulbs for Sale at November 7 Meeting 
  

 
 
 
 

Narcissus ‘Early Cheer’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narcissus ‘Autumn Colors' 
 
 
 
 
 

Amaryllis ‘Belladonna’ (mixed colors) 

Freesia alba 
Texas rain lily 
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Learn Grow Eat and Go! 

Our Learn Grow Eat and Go! Program! Is growing so 

fast! Volunteers are needed to support the Learn Grow 

Eat Go JMG curriculum in Perales and Heritage 

Elementary. Volunteers might assist with teaching, 

garden activities with students or preparing simple 

recipes for tastings from vegetables in the garden. 

Volunteers may work on a regular schedule or for 

specific occasional projects. For more information on 

projects and schools participating in youth education 

programs contact Ruby Zavala at 

Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank Health and Wellness Fair 

Thank you Brenda Burell and Vicki Jamvold, for 

helping out with the Food Bank’s Health Fair. 

They are expected to see over 200 employees and 

share their wisdoms and passion for gardening!  

Herb Market 

Thank you so much Vicki Jamvold, Linda Myers, 

Diane Surdi, Lyn Komada, and our 4H clubs! We 

saw over 50 kids and families at this event and 

potted up some seeds of lettuce and flowers. 

Thank you!  

Bexar County Health Fair 

Thank you so much Andrew Waring and Grace 

Emery for helping out at our Bexar County Health 

Fair. They passed out over 200 kale plants to our 

Bexar County employees and shared their 

knowledge of gardening! 

Bootanica 

Thank you 4H, Mary Duffy, Vicky Jamvold , Deva 

Brown, Marcia Rockne, Maria Salvatierra, Donna 

Armstrong, and Grace Emery  . We are expected 

to see over 200 kids and families and do activities 

like Name that Veggie, Pumpkin decorating, 

Potting up a Marigold, Veggie Stamps, and Veggie 

tasting!  

 

mailto:Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
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Hurrah for the following 30 Bexar County Master Gardeners who have achieve their 2017 Master Gardener 
certification in October!*  They have earned the 2017 cowboy boot pin by volunteering 30+ hours and 
completing 6 CEU hours, of which 3 hours came from attending BCMG monthly meetings.  The pins can be 

picked up at the monthly CEU meetings.  Email Susan Noonan for other delivery options.   

This is the last recognition article for 2017.  Check the April 2018 Scion for the announcement of the 2018 pin 
and recognition of the first re-certifications of the year! 
 

 

Nancy Alford Patricia Brown Deva Brown Henry Brune Earl Bullock, Jr. 

Edith Burkey Betty Butler Lynn Cox Mary Cross Ronald Csehill 

Karen Dawson Paul Foerster Judie Frisch Albert Guzman Holly Hodgins 

Vicki Jamvold Muriel Lanford Michael Lapp Peggy Love Mike Lyle 

Matt Matthews Anne Moss Ruth Rea Gregory Salyers John Sells 

Linda Sierra Pat Simpson Sonja Smith Richard Valdez Ann Vargas 

*Submitted between September 25 – October 25. 

 

 

 

mailto:susan.noonan@gmail.com
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Master Gardeners at work (and PLAY!) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schultze House:   Johnson Controls volunteers laid over 
800’ of metal edging and donated $1,000 to the project. 

Monarch Festival:  (L) BCMG plant booth; (R) Linda Sierra, Lyn 
Komada, Patty Lesley, Edith Burkey, Vicki Jamvold, Jack Downey, 
Doris Westbrook, John Maldonado, Susan Toensing, Melanie Short 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 

*Nov. 7, Tuesday:  BCMG Meeting – Steven Chamblee 

 6:30 p.m., San Antonio Garden Center 

 3310 N. New Braunfels Ave., 78209  (2 CEU’s) 

  

*Nov. 28, Tuesday:  Poinsettia Sale Order Deadline -- NOON 

 

*Nov. 30, Thursday:  Peterson Bros. Nursery Tour  

10 a.m. – 12 noon (2 CEU’s, sign up on VMS!!!!)  

  1630 Creekview Drive, SATX 78219 (walking shoes suggested) 

 

*Dec. 1, Friday: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

*Dec. 2, Saturday: 10 a.m. – noon 

Poinsettia Pickup 

 

*Dec. 10, Sunday:  BCMG Meeting-Recognition/Holiday 

Party, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

San Antonio Garden Center 

3310 North New Braunfels, SATX 78209 

 


