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The Rodeo is packed up and back in the barn storage but the memories of working and
having fun with our Master Gardener Friends and community are still very vivid. No totals
yet for the plant sale but over 12,000 children came through the HEB Little Buckaroo tent
for our educational and fun exhibits. The Scion is filled with pics of all events and
construction!
Master Gardeners are participating in the Spurs Team Challenge. We have already been
contacted by 4 middle schools and the Walzem YMCA, to be the experts to assist the
schools accomplish the gardening goals set in their grants. SEVENTEEN schools or
programs received $200,000 in grants from the Spurs Challenge. WE NEED HELP,
PLEASE! So, when you go to VMS calendar look for the Spurs Challenge under Youth
Activities and sign up. We need you!
In March, we have more volunteer opportunities: Monarch Festival at the Zoo, our new
signature event, Cultivate!, SAWS Spring Bloom, County 4-H Photo contest, Garden
Educator class, Floresville Landscape School, Plant Sale at the Garden Center and
Hostess at the Garden Center meeting, to name a few.
Remember, Birdies for Charities benefits the Master Gardeners 100% so please send your
contributions!
New opportunities will be coming soon, so please stay tuned.
Thanks for your support,

Grace Emery, President,
Bexar County Master Gardeners
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BCMG MONTHLY MEETING
GRAPE GROWING and COLLABORATION
AT THE CULINARY GARDEN
When:

Thursday, March 15, 2018, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Where:

BCMG Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, San Antonio, TX 78230

Info:

2 CEUs. CEU Code: 003. 6:00 p.m. Social, Meeting;
6:30 p.m., Presentation

Speaker:

Andrew Labay, Horticulturist, San Antonio Botanical Garden

Join us as we learn about the Texas wine industry and grape growing in the Texas backyard! Andrew will also
share what is currently being done in the Culinary Garden at SABOT.
Andrew Labay, Horticulturist at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, oversees plant propagation for the
gardens. He was previously a Viticulture Program Specialist based at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Viticulture and Fruit Lab in Fredericksburg, Texas. His work in viticulture focused on developing
educational programs and providing technical support for grape growers in the Texas Hill Country. His
viticulture research centered on evaluating Pierce’s disease tolerant varieties regarding their disease
tolerance and wine quality. Additionally, he studied the impact of grape rootstock selection on vine
performance, disease tolerance and fruit quality.

2
Andrew received a B.S. in Biology from the University of Texas at Austin and a M.S. in Functional Plant
Science from the University of Montpellier II in southeast France. His Master’s research included a
project focused on the genetic characterization of select winegrape varieties in southern France.
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Attention: New Master Gardener Specialists!!!

You have less than 1 month to get your service hours in if you want to be certified and recognized at the Master
Gardener Conference!!
The State Master Gardener Conference is April 4th – 6th and will be here before you know! If you want to reach the elite status
of a Texas Master Gardener Specialist and be recognized at the conference, you will need to get your 20 hours completed and
paperwork submitted before March 15th. Please go to the link below to fill out the required paperwork. If you want to be
reimbursed $50, fill out the Specialist Reimbursement Form. If you simply want the certification, fill out the Specialist Project
Approval Form. Forms need to be sent to jbfry@tamu.edu via email or this address: Jayla Fry, Texas Master Gardener
Coordinator, Texas A&M University, 2134 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-2134.
https://txmg.org/information/ forms/

Announcing the 2018 Recognition Pin

To celebrate San Antonio's 300th anniversary, the Bexar County Master Gardeners Board selected
the Alamo as our 2018 recognition pin. You earn this pin by completing a minimum of 6 CEUs and
30 volunteer hours. At least 3 of the CEU hours must come from attending the monthly BCMG
meetings.
Congratulations to the first* Master Gardeners to earn the 2018 pin! Get your rodeo hours
submitted now and complete your CEUs to earn your 2018 Master Gardeners certification and the
Alamo pin. You can pick up your Alamo pin at the monthly BCMG meeting. Contact Susan
Noonan, susan.noonan@gmail.com for other delivery options.
Grace Emery, President

John Opiela

Vicki Jamvold

Marcia Rockne

*Hours submitted by February 24, 2018
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From our webmaster……

Welcome to the new Bexar County Master Gardener
website!

Quick-click
Boxes

Feature Box

Home Page News
For the next few months I will highlight one of our website’s features. Today, let’s start with the Home page.
You will notice we have three Quick-click Boxes with five destinations. If you click in the top half of the first box you
will go to the May We Help page. And if you click on the bottom half of the first box you will go directly to the Request
a Speaker page. Clicking on the top half of the second quick-click box will take you to the Members page while clicking
on the bottom half will take you directly to the VMS portal, a frequent destination for us! The third box opens the
most current issue of our Scion. These quick-click boxes allow you to access commonly used destinations without
using the extra clicks required when using the Menu.
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From our webmaster…… (cont’d)

The column on the left under the quick-click boxes is our Feature Box. This area will contain the item(s) we most want
our visitors to focus on. This is an area to highlight the many wonderful programs and services that we offer the
community. Right now we are highlighting Cultivate! If you would like to read about all the wonderful workshops that
will be offered March 3 click on the link at the bottom of the box! (And by the way, you can earn CEUs as well as SAWS
WaterSaver Reward points when you register and attend any workshop! Sorry volunteers, CEUs are not available when
you are volunteering at the event.)

Home Page News is found in the right-side column. This area is for highlighting more BCMG sponsored events,
AgriLife sponsored events, or to promote BCMG’s participation in an event. By clicking on any of the events in this
column you can get more information. For example, if you click on the Plant Propagation Workshop you will not only
be able to read more about this workshop that is offered only to Bexar County Master Gardeners but you can find the
link to register for this event! You can find all the other great educational opportunities and community events by
clicking the CALENDAR button at the bottom of the News & Events column.

Can you find me in the website? I’ll let you know next month in the Scion before I fly to another page!

Take some time and explore! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please feel free to contact me at
lynn.cox@bexarmg.org.
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Hello Fellow Master Gardeners,
Spring is literally just around the corner and that means this is our busiest time of
year, not only as gardeners, but also as volunteers. We just finished up with the
38th Annual San Antonio Spring Home & Garden Show this past weekend. While
there were many challenges, it was a big success, largely due to the motherdaughter team of Linda and Jennifer Sierra. This dynamic duo worked tirelessly at
setting up the BCMG booth, arranging (and re-arranging) the plants and material,
helping our speakers, talking to show attendees, then breaking it all down and
carting it back to storage.
These ladies had the help of some great volunteers, including Robin Maymar, Jane
Whitaker, Janice Wilson, Ruben Lozano, Donna Armstrong, Lyn Welles, Brenda
Burell, Jack Downey, and John Vann. Some of these volunteers gave more than
one or two days of help to the show. Behind the scenes, Keeley Porter worked her
magic on fabulous plant signs, and Liz Campanella delivered tables to the booth in
time for plants to arrive. We even had a Master Gardener from Guadalupe County,
Rachel Cavasos, volunteer her time on Sunday. They are such a great sister
organization and help us on a regular basis.
Our Master Gardener speakers, Bill Swantner, Albert Motz, Jamie Daily, Lou
Kellogg, and Brigid Oman gave presentations over the topics of, “Soils, Fertilizer, &
Compost”, “Irrigation System Repair”, “Firewise Gardens”, “Container Vegetable
Gardening”, “Turfgrass”, and “Texas Superstar Plants”. These speakers did a
wonderful job of furthering our educational mission and representing Bexar County
Master Gardeners. (And Lou Kellogg helped at the booth before he spoke---he can
peddle plants like no one else!)
For those of you who have not yet had the chance to work or chair this event, I
highly recommend that you try to volunteer next time. An event of this magnitude
takes an enormous amount of planning and work but it is a great way to educate
the general public on proper gardening techniques and practices and it can be a lot
of fun as well.
A sincere, heartfelt THANK YOU!! to all of these volunteers, especially Linda and
Jennifer Sierra. Thank you all very much!

Conservationally Yours,
Anna Vogler
Water Conservation Coordinator
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Thanks to all who have sent in their Birdies for Charity pledge or donation. If you
haven’t mailed in your donation yet, please use the forms you received in the mail
and send them in. Guess the total number of birdies and you may win a great prize!
You can also make your donation online by selecting Bexar County Master Gardeners
at http://www.valerotexasopen.com/birdies/.
Your tax-deductible donation to Birdies for Charity comes back 100% plus incentives
to Bexar County Master Gardeners!

Past Birdies for Charity contributions have helped provide items like computers for
Speakers Bureau presentations and the office well as materials for Rodeo and the
Children’s Vegetable Garden. Your contribution to Birdies for Charity can make a
real difference in how well BCMG will succeed in its efforts to continue to support the
programs we provide to the San Antonio community.
If you have questions or you want more information or need a pledge form, contact
Barbara Lutz at 210-699-0663 or bblutz38@gmail.com.
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Rodeo:
MG’s around the Buckaroo Tent!
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Congratulations, Kitty Hommer,
on completion of 48 hours of training for your
Landscape Design Steward designation!!!!
College Station, TX, Feb. 27, 2018
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SAVE THE DATE!!!
*March 3, Saturday:
BCMGs’ Earth-Friendly Gardening & Landscape Expo & Workshops
8 a.m. – 2 p.m., University of the Incarnate Word
International Conference Center, 847 E. Hildebrand, SATX 78212
Sign up in VMS. Free. Open to the public. https://bexarmg.org/

*March 3 - 4, Sat. – Sun.: South Texas Home, Garden and
Environmental Show, Floresville Civic Center
Gardening/home info. & products, Raptor Show (1p.m.), plant exchange/sale.
Landscape School – Sun. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., $25; household (2) - $40, includes
lectures (Jerry Parsons, Bryan Davis, Calvin Finch), individual landscape
consultations, publications.

*Mar. 10 - 12, Sat. – Mon.: SABOT Spring Break Plant Sale, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
SABOT – outside Garden grounds, sidewalk between parking lot and main
admissions entrance. Early admission for Garden members – 9 a.m.
Perennials, water-savers, natives; expanded succulent & xeriscape array.

*Mar. 15, Thursday: BCMG March Meeting, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
“Grape Growing & Collaboration at the Culinary Garden”
TX A&M AgriLife Extension Office (See “Need to Know”, p.2.)

*Mar. 29, Thursday: Plant Propagation Training Workshop, 9 a.m.–12 noon
$25; Pre-register online (limit 30). Bring clippers.
TX A&M AgriLife Extension Office; CEUs: 3, Code: 002
Refresh knowledge/learn new techniques.
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*Apr. 4 – 6, Wed. – Fri.: TMGA 2018 Conference, Celebrating 40 Years
Texas A&M University Campus, $285, 12 hrs. advanced CEU.
Website: https://2018tmgaconference.com/
See the schedule at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oLCMrS90CCkGLxRUARMUP9IHxpaDZgld/view
MG Barbara Linick still has accommodations at her family-owned barndominium 10
miles south of Texas A&M. Email Barbara Linick for details!
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