
Our Master Gardener for the Winter Season should have instant name recognition for Scion 

Newsletter readers since she is its editor, Marybeth Parsons.  When asked to take on this responsibility, 

Marybeth did what she has done most of her life: she said “Yes,” and jumped into a post for which she 

had very little previous experience other than writing for her hometown newspaper.  You see, Marybeth 

is a risk-taker, someone who has always dredged up the skills and energy to address all the new 

situations that have confronted her throughout her adult life. 

 Marybeth grew up in St. Petersburg, Florida and attended Florida State University, where she 

majored in Recreation Therapy.  As part of her training, Marybeth worked at the Anclote Psychiatric 

Center during her senior year.  There she met her first husband, a college student summering there as a 

psychiatric aide.  When Marybeth got her first job at DePaul Hospital in New Orleans, her husband-to-be 

joined her and completed his degree and ROTC training at Tulane University, after which he went on 

active duty in the U.S. Army.  Thus, began another phase in Marybeth’s life: that of an Army wife. 

 As an Army wife, Marybeth again expanded upon the initial skills she learned in her degree 

choice as a Recreational Therapist.  While stationed at their first assignment at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 

Marybeth worked part-time with Army Community Service, assisting Army families with various financial 

and other adjustment problems.  The next assignment was a tour of duty in Germany.  There she 

worked for one year as an Intake Counselor for the Army Drug & Alcohol Assistance Center.   

Always one to venture into uncharted territory, Marybeth did not remain in the safe confines of 

the Army post, but rather, she learned German and ventured out into the community to get to know the 

German people.  During the almost five years she spent in Germany, her life took another radical turn 

when she became the mother of two sons, just 15 months apart. 

 After being briefly stationed at Ft. Eustis, Virginia, upon their return from Germany in 1979, 

Marybeth and her husband finally made it to San Antonio, for an assignment at Ft. Sam Houston.  It was 

here in San Antonio that Marybeth was faced with her greatest challenge: the marriage failed, and she 

was left as a single parent with two young sons to raise by herself. 

 Marybeth did not sit around bemoaning her fate; instead, she turned to the Want Ad section of 

the local newspaper to find a job she might qualify for after her 5 years as a stay-at-home mom.  Her 

first job was as a District Office Manager Trainee for the 7-Eleven stores in San Antonio.  Although she 

had little background for this job, an aptitude test showed that she had mathematical skills.  After six 

months as a trainee, Marybeth was promoted to District Accounting Manager.  Marybeth enhanced her 

natural ability by attending school at UTSA, where she took all the required accounting and business 

coursework to take and pass the state exam, became a CPA. 

 When the 7-Eleven stores were bought out by Stop-N-Go, Marybeth refused a transfer offer and 

elected to stay in San Antonio.  She was again looking for a job, which she found as the Business 

Manager for the WorkPlus Clinic at Nix Hospital.  When that clinic was bought out three years later, 

Marybeth found what was to be a permanent position with USAA, first as an Accounting Analyst in the 

Life Insurance Company and, later, as a Regional Financial Advisor, Director, and then Financial Analyst 

for the Property and Casualty Company. 

 Just as she had little background for the different jobs that she applied for and got, Marybeth 

had little background in gardening before her retirement from USAA in 2014.  She thought that 

becoming a Master Gardener would help her with some of the problems she was encountering in her 

own yard.  Little did she suspect the odyssey she was embarking upon when she became part of Class 59 

in February 2015. 



Although her original focus was on landscaping techniques, Marybeth has ventured into many 

facets of the Master Gardeners’ activities.  Just as she did with her professional life, Marybeth has never 

shirked taking on duties for which she had not previously prepared.  Being editor of the Scion Newsletter 

is just one example.  When former President Jack Downey approached the newly-minted Master 

Gardener about serving on the Board as a Member-At-Large, Marybeth agreed.  She took the Texas 

Superstars Specialist course and immediately volunteered to give talks on the subject through the 

Speakers Bureau.  Marybeth has since pursued the Landscape Design Steward designation, involving 

four 2-day class sessions over 2 years at Texas A&M in College Station, and was awarded the title in 

September 2018.   

While she has done her share of plant sales for various Master Gardener events, Marybeth has 

also worked multiple jobs at the rodeo (van driver, plant sale, school tours).  She performed 

homeowners’ landscape evaluations with the Cultivating Communities program and coordinated 

classrooms at the Cultivate! event.   Although she has never been a vegetable gardener, in August 

Marybeth took docent training to grow her knowledge as a volunteer at the Culinary Garden at San 

Antonio Botanical Garden (SABOT).  She is a member of the Garden Club in her own neighborhood, 

which has both a service and a social function.   

 Given all the challenges that Marybeth has met head on in her own life, it is little wonder that 

her advice to other Master Gardeners is to always take the opportunity to explore areas outside of their 

own expertise.  That is exactly what Marybeth Parsons, our Master Gardener for Winter Season, has 

done all her life.  It is through meeting these challenges with drive and creativity that Marybeth has 

grown as a person and enriched her life as well as that of others. 

 


