
Wise Water Words 
 

Hello Fellow Master Gardeners. 

 
This month I would like to highlight one of our May events, the Festival of Flowers held on Saturday, May 
25. The event took place at the Austin Highway Event Center. SAWS puts a lot of emphasis on this event 

and appreciates the efforts that BCMG puts into making it a success. 
 
BCMG was responsible for several booths at the Festival. We had an ‘Ask A Master Gardener’ booth,plant 

sale, local plant display, and our designed display in the event entryway. Our Master Gardener volunteers 
did a great job setting up in all our locations, answering gardening questions, promoting upcoming BCMG 
events, and selling plants.  

 
Barbara Lutz chaired the team of volunteers running our booth and plant sale. Thanks to the long list of 
volunteers who helped make those areas a success. 

 
Master Gardener, Sir Oliver Smith (Smitty) arranged a beautiful display of ‘Plants That Thrive in San 
Antonio’. Smitty has done this for many years and it’s very educational for people who are not familiar 

with these plants to see their beauty up close. Smitty is so very knowledgeable about these plants and 
he is always happy to explain the many benefits of planting them in a home landscape. 
 

BCMG was also in charge of creating the event entry display for SAWS.Several years ago, BCMG was 
asked by the SAWS Conservation Department if we would be willing to alternate with the Gardening 
Volunteers of South Texas (GVST) and create this display every other year. Master Gardeners, Nora 

Fellows, Liz Campanella, Lynn Cox, and myself were the team who designed the display this year using 
the theme, “Newcomers to Gardening in South Texas”. Master Gardeners Lou Kellogg and Nick 
Campanella shared their expertise and built parts of the display, while Jim Couch and Rich Geisler helped 

us set up. SAWS delivers their material according to our design and we set it all up to educate the 
Festival attendees on conservation methods. This year, we focused on the best practices for overcoming 
the challenges of gardening in South Texas. The practices we explained included adding compost and 
mulch, using drip irrigation, and rainwater harvesting, and planting either Texas Superstar plants or 

native and adaptive plants in the home landscape. The benefits of all of these practices were posted on 
large signs designed by Lynn and Billy Cox and printed for us by SAWS. We now have these signs as part 
of our BCMG resources that can be used at the various events we participate in throughout Bexar 

County. 
 
Thank you again to all of you who helped to make this event a success.SAWS was very appreciate of our 

efforts and we were able to showcase all that BCMG does for the community. 
 
 

Conservationally Yours, 
 

Anna Vogler 

Water Conservation Coordinator 
 
 


