
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I spotted the large hanging basket of Queen’s tears in full bloom at the nursery! Although, I 
knew nothing about the plant, I was enthralled with its beauty. I HAD to buy it!   
 
Queen’s Tears are bromeliads that are native to Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. They are 
epiphytic plants, which means they have the ability to grow on a vertical surface, such as a tree 
trunk or branch, and get their moisture from their leaves and flowers rather than the soil. 
 
Queen’s Tears produce large arching stems covered in big showy pink brackets. The last bracts 
on the stems open to reveal hanging clusters of green flowers with delicately recurring petals 
edged in deep purple, contrasting bright, yellow stamens along with matching pink calyxes.  
Each bloom will last for four or more weeks. 
 
Queen’s tears usually bloom in the spring but occasionally bloom at erratic times, such as 
during a warm spell in the winter, as happened this past January. 
 
The blooms exude a very sticky clear nectar, which forms visible droplets.  The droplets, plus 
the royal purple of the bloom edging, are the reasons the plant is commonly called “Queen’s 
Tears.” 
 
Queen’s Tears are adapted for Zones 9, 10 and 11. Bexar County ranges from Zone 7b in the 
north to Zone 8 in the south. Therefore, they are grown as container plants since, for many 
gardeners, they will need to be protected from temperatures that dip below 25 degrees by 
bringing them inside or placing them in a greenhouse. I live in Windcrest, Texas, an 
incorporated city located at IH-35 and 410, surrounded by San Antonio. My plant is located in a 
semi-shady area near my pool, which provides a warmer winter micro-climate allowing me to 
grow it outside, year around.  
 
Grow the plant in a container using a mix formulated for bromeliads or orchids. This will 
provide the good drainage that it requires. If brought indoors, place the plant in bright, indirect 
light. During the warm months, move it back outdoors into light shade. Full sun will burn the 
flowers and leaves.  
 
Water only enough to keep the soil barely moist during the summer and water sparingly in the 
fall, spring and winter. Overwatering often results in the death of any plant.  
 
Queen’s Tears, because they are epiphytic plants, are not heavy feeders. If the plant is showing 
signs of stress, such as declining growth, it may be time to repot it in a larger container or to 
provide a water-soluble fertilizer mixed in with the water. Use according to the directions on 
the label.  
 
The Queen’s Tears is also called the “friendship plant” because it can be divided and given away 
to friends.  The tough leaves have very toothed edges. Use a sharp knife to separate an offshoot 
that forms at the base of the mature plant. Pot it up in the bromeliad soil mix. It is 
recommended that the offshoot be at least one-third the size of the mature plant to help 
ensure success.  
 
Additional information: 

Height:  18 inches 
Width:    24 inches  
Non-toxic to cats and dogs 
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A couple, whom I had known for over 30 years, 
invited me to have lunch with them at 
PoPoRestaurant in Boerne, Texas in June of 2015. 
 
PoPo has been in business for 40 years and is known 
for its 2,100 decorative plates from all over the world 
hanging on their walls. 
 
During lunch, we discussed the Hill Country Nursery at 
32005 IH-10, south of Boerne.   I knew other people 
who had bought African violets at the location, but I 
had never visited the nursery.  I was intrigued when I 
found out there were many other interesting plants  
available.  We decided to visit the nursery on the 
drive back to San Antonio. 
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