
 

 

I hope you are all enjoying the range of temperatures we have recently experienced. Mother Nature 
likes to keep us on our toes, apparently. 
 
I had the privilege of serving as a judge for the Poteet Strawberry Festival in early April and was able to 
see numerous types of strawberry trials growing in the demonstration garden on the fairgrounds.  

I noticed these beds were under drip irrigation and this prompted 
me to inquire about how the commercial strawberry growers 
irrigate their many acres of strawberry crops. These commercial 
growers also rely on drip irrigation to apply not only water, but also 
fertilizer to their crops. When applied together, the process is 
called ‘fertigation’.  This type of irrigation is the growers’ method of 
choice for the same reason we recommend drip irrigation to 
homeowners: the right amount of water goes directly to the root 
zone.  There is very little water waste. When installed properly, 
drip irrigation nearly eliminates evaporation and significantly 
reduces overall water usage.  

 
Drip irrigation is measured in gallons per hour, whereas conventional irrigation is measured in gallons 
per minute. If this method can be successful on such a large scale, just think of what it can do for our 
residential landscapes.  
 
For homeowners interested in converting to drip irrigation, the process 
is not a difficult one and can be done in stages. We have Master 
Gardeners who are very experienced with installing drip irrigation 
systems and we also give workshops to teach this method.  
AgriLife Extension will have a free webinar on May 25 on how to 
manage your home irrigation system and provide helpful strategies for 
designing a more water-efficient landscape. They will also take 
questions from individuals. You must register in advance to attend. To 
read more about the program and to register, go to 
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2021/04/26/agrilife-extension-to-present-
water-wise-ways-webinar-on-may-25/. 
 
For those of you who are SAWS customers, SAWS offers a rebate for homeowners who convert spray 
irrigation to drip irrigation in their landscape beds. There are several specific requirements and you 
must have a consultation before you begin the work. The details can be found here: 
https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/residential-irrigation-design-rebate/ 
 
Drip irrigation is a simple step we can all take to help reduce water usage while still maintaining a 
beautiful landscape. 
 
For more information on gardening topics, visit the BCMG’s Gardening Library, 
https://bexarmg.org/may-we-help/gardening-information-library/  
 
and the SAWS Conservation website: https://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/ . 
 
Conservationally Yours, 
 
Anna Vogler 
Water Conservation Coordinator 
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