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Like many Texas gardeners, I was determined to grow citrus trees in my yard. It was not to be 
as we did not have the space. So, I turned to growing citrus in containers on my patio. 
Although I have learned a lot over time about citrus container growing, I was very interested in 
adding to my knowledge.  Stephen Bruggerhoff’s presentation was certainly what I needed, 
although I did find some of the information to be familiar. But as Stephen noted, redundancy is 
the best teacher! You might find this is true for you as well!  
 
Though I still think (dream) about a citrus grove in my back yard, when Stephen described 
some of the perils of growing the trees in the ground, such as “citrus greening,” I decided citrus 
in containers was the way to go! 
 
Advantages of growing citrus on the deck, patio, or balcony in containers  
There are several advantages for having citrus on deck such as the lack of space (or none at 
all) to plant trees. You can take advantage of the space you might have on your outdoor area 
to create a small citrus grove. This also allows you to move the tree around (this is where 
those plant casters come in handy!) depending on the time of year. Citrus trees with their 
evergreen foliage are aesthetically appealing and will add a lot of beauty to your chosen area, 
especially when blooming and when the fruit ripens. 
When making a choice of varieties, you aren’t as limited as when you plant in the ground.  
Trees like Mexican limes and Meyer lemons, which might not survive the elements, can be 
protected by changing the locations. 
 
 Checklist of important considerations when growing citrus trees on the “deck” 
 
Stephen offers some valuable but basic information for those who are just beginning with their 
deck-based citrus grove, and some good tidbits of information for those who are already 
growers. 
 

 Site Conditions 
6+ hours of full sun.  No exceptions! 

 Container Media 
Good drainage with organic matter: typically 5-1-1 media mix for citrus (5 parts sifted clay; 5 
parts each sifted bark; and 1 part each peat moss and perlite or calcined clay). 

 Container Size 
Depending on the size of your new tree, follow the recommended steps. As an example: 

1. A 5-gallon tree would be potted into a 10-gallon container (Note: too large of a pot for 
the tree will result in large pockets around the roots which may not get water) 

2. After about 2 years, move the plant into the next largest container—20-gallon. (Note: 
the larger the pot, the heavier the load!) 



3. When transplanting the tree, gently remove from the pot, wash off old media, and prune 
malformed roots. Trim the canopy about 25%.  This will slow down the growth and allow 
the tree to establish in the new pot. This can be repeated if the tree is outgrowing this 
size pot. 

 Fertilizer 
Slow- release fertilizer, 2-1-1 or 3-1-2 ratio, beginning in March, following label instructions. 
Discontinue after the middle of July, then supplement with liquid as needed. 

 Water 
Water as appropriate; flush for salt every few years. 

 Prune and Thin 
Prune to maintain balanced shape; remove sprouts, late February to early March. 
Thin fruit for sustainability of tree health. 
 
Now for the fun part:  Selection of the varieties of citrus fruits     
Something to consider:     
 

Citrus Wood Sensitivity to Frost 

 High Sensitivity:  Lemons and limes to upper 20sF 

 Medium Sensitivity: Sweet oranges, grapefruit to mid 20sF 

 Cold Hardy- Tangerines and Mandarins to low 20sF 
 

Suggestions for container varieties:  types of satsumas, mandarins, lemons, and limes. 
 
Stephen recommends researching the different varieties that you might want to try on your 
deck.  (See included list of resources below) 
 
For myself, armed with all my extra knowledge, I am going to enjoy my patio citrus “grove” and 
wait patiently for my limes, lemons, and satsumas to ripen so I can enjoy the “fruits” of my 
labors! 
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