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Sandra Hernandez, our Master Gardener for the Fall Season, 
comes to us from Mexico.  Sandra has only lived in San 
Antonio for five years, but, during this short time, she has 
made a significant impression on the soil of her new 
homeland. 
 
Although Sandra had a very active professional life in Juarez, 
where she was working in a Manufacturing Company as a 
Sourcing Leader and teaching Administration at the college 
level, she decided to devote her time in San Antonio to her two 
young daughters Natalia and Sandra, leave the job of 
providing for the family to her husband Juan Carlos, who is 
employed as a mechanical engineer with Mission Solar 
Energy.   
 

Since she had always liked to do things outdoors with her girls, she jumped at the 
chance to enroll them in the Children’s Vegetable Gardening program at the Botanical 
Gardens.  As she helped her daughters with their planting and harvesting, Sandra made 
the acquaintance of Master Gardener volunteers.  Two of them, Oralia Quiroga and 
Barbara Lamb, became her mentors.  They suggested that Sandra apply for the Master 
Gardener program, a suggestion Sandra accepted.  She completed her 50-hour 
certification requirement working under the tutelage of Barbara, who was then a section 
leader in charge of six garden beds.  Sandra was lucky to be part of the last Master 
Gardener class before Covid restrictions put a halt to these classes, but it did not put a 
halt to Sandra’s contribution to the Master Gardener program. 
 
While Sandra had a brown thumb in Mexico when it came to gardening, she had a 
green thumb when it came to working with computers, having graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science and a Master’s Degree in Administration from 
one of the most prestigious schools in Mexico.  Therefore, Sandra jumped at the chance 
to work on the weekly Leaflet team.  Sandra now partners with two other Master 
Gardeners to publish The Leaflet.  Each takes two weeks at a time to put out this digital 
publication.  At a time when communication in person is difficult, this online venue of 
information has taken on new importance as it is one of the primary means that 
members have to keep in touch and to keep informed. 
 
For Sandra and her family, living in the United States has truly been a blessing.  The 
family has recently moved from an apartment into a home in Elmendorf on an acre of 
land.  Sandra’s gardening thumb has turned from brown to green as she fills her raised 
beds, which she builds herself, into flourishing flower and vegetable gardens.  The 
property is filled with fruit trees whose produce Sandra looks forward to enjoying, 
especially from the quince tree (membrillo in Spanish) she has recently planted.  Her 



daughters no longer need to be part of the SABOT program when it commences again 
this fall, as they now work alongside their mother, planting and harvesting produce from 
their own garden plots.  Sandra does miss the camaraderie with the participants in the 
Children’s Gardening program, especially the competitions and the family picnics, but 
she is compensated for this loss by the pleasure she gets from working in her own 
garden space and from the satisfaction she derives from being able to use her computer 
skills again in a meaningful endeavor.  For her and her family, America is indeed the 
land of opportunity, and she thanks God that she now lives here and that she can be a 
productive member of both the Master Gardeners and the new community in which she 
lives. 


