
Wise Water Words 
 

 
Hello, Fellow Gardeners. 
 
I hope everyone is doing well and staying cool. These high temperatures are not only testing the 
resilience of our gardens but also the resolve of the gardeners who tend them! Don’t give up on your 
plants; keep nurturing them and they will prove their worth and then some. 
 

We thought you would like to have an update on the results of our 
Top Tomato Contest last month at Fanick’s Garden Center. It was 
a definite success and thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. As 
usual, the staff at Fanick’s did an outstanding job hosting this 
event in a new pole building in 
their beautiful garden center. If 
you haven’t had the pleasure of 
visiting this nursery, I highly 
recommend it. They have an 
extensive selection of well 
tended plants and many 
accessories for your gardens and 
landscapes.  

 
 
Fanick’s very generously provided gift cards for each 3rd, 2nd, 1st, 
Basket of Plenty (a variety of home-grown vegetables), and Best in Show winner. Pictures of our 
category winners and volunteers are below. 
 
The judges had some difficult choices, as the entries were all 
really strong contenders. Judging this contest were Amy Putnic, 
from the County Commissioner’s Office, and Todd Mernin, and 
Paul Huegel, both volunteers with the Men’s Garden Club of 
San Antonio. 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife staff gave a wonderful and very tasty 
demonstration for Better Living for Texans on how to make 
bruschetta, which everyone really enjoyed. 
 
We had a Master Gardener available to answer various 
gardening questions.  
 
We will have another contest next summer, so please plan to enter your prize-winning tomatoes and 
vegetables and join in on the fun. 
 
In the meantime, stay cool and enjoy the bounty of your gardens. 
  
Conservationally yours, 
 

Master Gardener Karen Gardner answering a future 
gardener's questions. 

David is explaining what the judges need to 
look for in the entries. 

The new building at Fanick's is fantastic! 



 
Anna Vogler 
Water Conservation Coordinator 
 

 
Top Tomato Contest Participants and Winners 

 

 
Pictured from left to right are Master Gardeners, Anna Vogler, Ray Montez, Karen Gardner, 

Extension Horticulturist David Rodriguez, Master Gardeners, Darcy Mix, Lynn Cox, 
Desiree Linson, and Mark Fanick (Nursery Owner). 
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